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At  a  Meeting  of  the  British  and  Foreign  School 
Society,  held  at  Free  Masons'  Hall,  on  Thurs- 
day the  12th  December  18 16; 

His  Royal  Highness  theDUKE  of  SUSSEX  in  theChair: 

Mr.  Foster  having  read  the  Report ;  on  the  motion  of 
William  Williams,  Esq.  seconded  ly  John  Smith, 
Esq.  M.P. — it  was 

Resolved  unanimously, 

1.  That  the  Report  now  read  be  received,  adopted,  and 
printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee. 

On  the  motion  of  Sultan  Katte-gerry  Krim- 
qherry,  from  Caucasus,  seconded  ly  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Hughes, — it  was 

Resolved  unanimously, 

2.  That  this  Meeting,  sensible  of  their  high  obliga- 
tion to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  for  his 
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liberal  support  of  this  Society,  and  to  Their  Royal  High- 
nesses the  Dukes  of  Kent  and  Sussex  for  their  continued 
patronage,  do  most  respectfully  present  their  grateful  ac- 
knowledgements to  those  illustrious  personages. 

On  the  motion  of  His  Excellency  Baron  Just,  second- 
ed by  Joseph  Hume,  Esq. — it  was 

Resolved  unanimously, 

3.  That  the  most  cordial  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 
presented  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford  the  Presi- 
dent, to  the  Most  Noble  the  Right  Honourable  and 
others  the  Vice-Presidents,  for  the  continuance  of  their 
patronage  and  support  to  this  Society. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Y eol and ,o/'  Malta,  seconded  ly 
John  Pugh,  Esq. —  it  was 
Resolved  unanimously, 

4.  That  the  sincere  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  given  to 
William  Allen,  Esq.  the  Treasurer,  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Schwabe  the  Foreign  Secretary,  for  their  valuable  and 
important  services. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  John  Clayton,  Jun.  se- 
conded by  Robert  Steven,  Esq. — it  was 

Resolved  unanimously, 

5.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  presented  to 
the  Committee  of  Ladies,  for  their  valuable  aid  in  con- 
ducting the  Female  Department  of  this  Institution, 
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On  the  motion  of  the  "Rev.  John  Townsend,  seconded 
ly  the  Rev.  Rowland  Hill, — it  ivas 

Resolved  unanimously, 

6.  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  presented 
to  the  Auxiliary  Committees  of  Bristol,  Southwark,  and 
the  North-East  District  of  London,  for  their  zealous  ex- 
ertions to  promote  the  object  and  augment  the  Funds  of 
this  Society;  from  whose  example  the  Society  anticipate 
a  considerable  increase  of  Schools  on  the  plan  recom- 
mended by  this  Institution,  whereby  the  important  ob- 
ject of  religious  instruction  will  be  attained  by  the  regu- 
lar attendance  of  the  children  at  Divine  Service  and  Sun- 
day Schools. 

On  the  motion  ofB.  C.  Griffenhoofe,  .Esq.  second- 
ed ly  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cox, — it  was 

Resolved  unanimously, 

7.  That  the  grateful  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  respect- 
fully presented  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex, 
for  his  obliging  and  condescending  attention  to  the  busi- 
ness of  this  day. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  before  lie 
quitted  the  Chair,  proposed  to  the  Meeting  that  a  minute 
should  be  entered  on  the  Records  of  the  Society,  expres- 
sive of  the  deep  sense  of  gratitude  they  felt  for  the  disin- 
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terested  and  zealous  exertions  of  the  late  Mr.  Joseph  Fox, 
who  had  formerly  filled  the  office  of  Secretary  in  a  man- 
ner most  honourable  to  himself 9  and  most  leneficial  to  the 
Society. 

This  Resolution  was  carried  by  general  acclamation. 


REPORT 

TO  THE  GENERAL  MEETING, 

DECEMBER,  1816. 


1  our  Committee  are  at  this  time  called  upon  to 
report  on  the  progress  of  Education  at  home  and 
abroad,  in  those  Institutions,  which  have  adopted 
the  British  System  of  Instruction. 

Looking  first  to  their  own  country,  your  Com- 
mittee state  with  the  highest  satisfaction,  that  the 
numerous  Reports  transmitted  to  them  from  va- 
rious parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  agree  in  bear- 
ing ample  testimony,  both  to  the  increasing  at- 
tention to  the  cause  of  Universal  Education,  and 
to  the  continued  success  of  the  Schools  which 
have  that  great  object  in  view. — While  the  wisdom 
of  the  British  Legislature  has  been  directed  to  a 
minute  investigation  of  the  intellectual  wants  of 
the  people,  and  the  best  means  of  supplying  them, 
the  public  spirit  appears  every  where  to  advance 
towards  a  perfect  readiness  for  a  zealous  coopera- 
tion in  such  measures,  as  are  likely  to  accomplish 
so  momentous  an   object.     Ignorance  will  soon 
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hardly  find  in  Great  Britain  an  avowed  advocate; 
and  jealous  rivalship  is,  your  Committee  hope, 
rapidly  proceeding  to  assume  the  gentler  nature 
of  a  laudable  and  useful  emulation.  Nothing,  in- 
deed, can  be  more  gratifying  than  to  observe,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  pressure  so  severely  felt  by 
all  classes  in  society,  and  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try, not  only  the  schools  previously  established 
have  continued  to  receive  the  necessary  support, 
but  new  ones  have  been  opened,  while  still  others 
are  about  to  be  formed. 

The  salutary  influence  of  the  formation  of 
Auxiliary  Societies  has  already  appeared : — That  of 
Souihwark,  constituted  within  the  present  year, 
has  given  rise  to  two  associations  in  Newington  and 
Lambeth  j  of  which  the  former  is  now  preparing 
to  erect  a  school  for  300  boys,  and  the  latter  may 
be  expected  speedily  to  follow  the  example. 

The  Bristol  Society  is  also  pursuing  its  object 
with  unabated  ardour :  two  thousand  boys  and 
five  hundred  girls  have  already  been  admitted 
into  their  schools;  and  the  field  of  their  operation 
will  be  considerably  enlarged,  when  their  new 
School  Rooms,  for  the  erection  of  which  they 
have  succeeded  in  raising  nearly  an  adequate  sum, 
shall  be  completed. 

Some  progress  has  already  been  made  towards  es* 
tablishing  an  Auxiliary  Society  in  the  North-east 
district  of  London:  but  however  important  such  a 
measure  is  for  that  populous  part  of  the  metropolis, 
the  great  efforts,  which  the  circumstances  of  the 
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times  have  rendered  necessary  for  the  supply  of 
the  temporal  wants  of  a  great  part  of  its  suffering 
population,  have  hitherto  prevented,  and  probably 
will  for  some  time  longer  retard,  its  completion. 

The  vicinity  of  Shadwell  and  of  Poplar  has 
been  more  fortunate;  both  these  places  have  ob- 
tained new  and  large  Schools,  the  former  for  400 
boys  and  200  girls.  In  the  Report  of  this  new 
Institution  your  Committee  have  noticed  with 
great  pleasure  the  provision  made  for  the  recep- 
tion of  Roman  Catholic  children,  and  the  cordial 
co-operation  of  several  highly  respectable  mem- 
bers of  that  religious  persuasion.  By  adopting  a 
course  of  Scripture  lessons,  consisting  of  whole 
chapters  from  the  English  authorised  version,  the 
scruples  and  apprehensions  of  all  parties  have  been 
satisfactorily  removed. 

For  extracts  from  the  Reports  on  the  state  of 
the  various  local  Institutions,  your  Committee  are 
obliged  to  refer  to  the  Appendix,  where  several 
highly  interesting  details  will  be  found,  though  it 
is  impossible  to  notice  every  School,  which  has 
deserved,  and  received,  the  approbation  of  its  Di- 
rectors, or  the  labours  of  every  local  Committee, 
who  have  evinced  a  laudable  and  meritorious  zeal 
in  promoting  the  interest  of  the  rising  generation  : 
but  your  Committee  cannot  deny  themselves  -the 
gratification  of  expressing,  in  this  place,  the  satis- 
faction they  have  derived  from  observing,  that,  in 
many  instances,  an  increased  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  proper  observance  of  the  Sabbath; 
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that  the  admonitions  addressed  to  the  parents,  to 
insist  upon  their  children  attending  such  places  of 
worship  as  they  may  prefer,  have  generally  been 
very  successful ;  and  that  the  beneficial  effects  of 
this  measure  upon  the  behaviour  of  the  children 
have  been  very  evident.  It  is  impossible  to  con- 
template without  pleasure  the  result  of  the  inqui- 
ries on  that  important  subject,  regularly  made  in 
the  Borough  Road  School  for  a  longtime  past; 
from  which  it  appears,  that  the  instances  of  a  total 
neglect  of  attendance  at  a  place  of  worship  on  the 
Sunday  are  not  only  very  few,  but  progressively 
decreasing.  An  extract  from  the  Reports  made  to 
the  Committee,  at  each  of  its  meetings,  will  un- 
doubtedly be  highly  satisfactory  to  the  public.  It 
shows  that,  in  the  week  ending  the  10th  of  Novem- 
ber, of  358  children  only  2  were  absent  from  pub- 
lic worship,  and  of  these  221  attended  Sunday 
Schools  *. 

Thus  the  accusation,  that  no  attention  is  paid 
in  the  Schools  of  the  British  and  Foreign  School 
Society  to  the  religious  improvement  of  the 
children,  is  refuted  by  plain  and  simple  facts,  and 
proved  to  rest  on  an  incorrect  notion  of  its  opera- 
tions :  very  many  of  the  children  who  attend  the 
Schools  on  the  British  System  during  the  week, 

*  The  attendance  of  children  at  their  respective  places  of 
worship,  has  been  regularly  enforced  by  various  Committees 
with  the  greatest  success,  and  with  very  little  trouble  to  the 
Committees.  See  Appendix, — Camberwell,  Charlbury,  Whitby, 
Carlisle,  Birmingham,  &c. 


belong  also  to  some  Sunday  School;  and  your 
Committee  cannot  forbear  expressing,  that    the}' 
consider  themselves  as  indebted  to  the  patrons  and 
conductors   of  the   various    Sunday   Schools,  who 
charge  themselves  with   so  large  a  proportion  of 
the  children  on  the   Sabbath  day,    and  conduct 
them   regularly   to  their  respective  places  of  pub- 
lic   worship.      And   they   would   here    most    di- 
stinctly   state,    not    only   their   full    approbation 
of  such  a  measure,  but  their  sincere  wish,  that, 
in    every    place    where    Schools    are    conducted 
on  the   liberal  plan  of  the  British  and   Foreign 
School  Society,  such  valuable  attention  might  be 
extended  to  the  children,  as  will  best  secure,  with- 
out any  restraint  on  the  religious  principles  of  the 
parents,  the    proper   application   of    that  sacred 
day :  and  certainly  nothing  can  so  effectually  se- 
cure that  object,  as  the  establishment  of  well  con- 
ducted Sunday  Schools. 

The  Committee  have  also  with  pleasure  re- 
marked, that  in  several  places  the  plan  of  re- 
ceiving small  weekly  payments  from  the  parents 
for  the  instruction  of  their  children,  has  been 
successfully  adopted.  Not  only  the  funds  of  these 
Institutions  have  thereby  been  considerably  as- 
sisted, but  the  benefit  of  instruction  itself  ap- 
pears, in  consequence  of  this  co-operation  of  the 
parents,  to  be  more  highly  valued,  and  regularity 
of  attendance  more  strictly  observed  *. 

*  See  Appendix,— Horncastle,  Shefford,  Shrewsbury,  New- 
bury, &c. 


Various  Schools  have  been  supplied  with  Mas- 
ters and  Mistresses  during  the  last  year.  It  has 
afforded  great  satisfaction  to  your  Committee,  to 
have,  in  general,  received  a  very  favourable  account 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Masters  supplied  by  your 
Institution. 

The  mental  improvement  of  those  who  devote 
themselves  to  the  important  province  of  School- 
masters, has  frequently  been  the  object  of  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee;  and  though  both  the 
insufficiency  of  their  funds  and  the  inconvenient 
situation  of  the  training  establishment,  have  pre- 
vented them  from  indulging  all  their  wishes  in 
that  respect,  they  have  availed  themselves  of  every 
opportunity  of  affording  to  the  young  persons 
under  the  patronage  of  the  Society  such  instruc- 
tions, as  are  calculated  to  increase  their  usefulness 
and  respectability  in  the  station,  to  which  they  are 
destined:  and  they  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
kindness,  with  which  the  Managers  of  the  Surrey 
Institution  have  granted  to  several  of  the  youths, 
now  waiting  for  situations,  gratuitous  admission 
to  the  Lectures,  which  during  the  present  season 
are  given  in  that  Literary  Establishment. 

A  supply  of  lessons  and  slates  requested  for  the 
use  of  the  Schools  in  the  Stilly  Islands  has  been 
readily  granted,  and  committed  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
Jeffries,  who  makes  an  annual  circuit  to  visit  the 
Schools  of  those  Islands. 

Your  Committee  cannot  pass  over  unnoticed 
the  additional  testimonies  in  favour  of  the  British 


System  of  Instruction  which  they  have  received 
from  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

The  Society  for  promoting  the  Education  of  the 
Poor  of  Ireland,  established  in  Dublin  in  the  year 
181 1,  under  the  patronage  of  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Kent,  though  hitherto  provided  with 
very  limited  funds,  has  already  extended  its  be- 
neficial operations  over  a  wide  field  ;  for  more  than 
one  hundred  Schools  have  either  been  established 
or  assisted,  and  eighteen  Masters  trained,  during 
the  fourth  year  of  its  existence,  by  that  valuable 
Institution; — and  the  last  Report  of  the  Society 
communicates,  not  only  a  progressive  increase  of 
its  funds,  derived  from  Donations  and  Subscrip- 
tions, and  proving  the  increasing  interest  which 
its  labours  excite  in  Ireland,  but  also  the  liberal 
parliamentary  grant  of  ^6,980,  to  be  applied  to 
the  formation  of  a  Model  School,  and  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  Seminary  for  the  Instruction  of 
Masters.  Roth  these  Institutions  are  already  in  a 
state  of  progress.  Contemplating  the  effects  likely 
to  be  produced  by  these  additional  means  in  the 
hands  of  a  very  active  Committee,  and  combining 
with  them  the  success,  which  has  already  attended 
the  indefatigable  zeal  of  the  Hibernian  Society, 
which,  with  a  rapidity  not  surpassed  by  any  other 
institution,  has  spread  the  benefits  of  education 
over  a  very  considerable  part  of  Ireland,  and  is 
at  this  moment  bestowing  it  on  no  less  than  23,000 
children;  the  friend  of  that  interesting  country 
finds  ample  reason  to  congratulate  it  on  its  pro- 
gress towards  internal  happiness  and  prosperity, 


notwithstanding  the  great  share,  which  it  has  to 
bear  of  the  difficulties  and  burdens  of  the  present 
times.  Your  Committee  cannot  omit  noticing  in 
this  place,  that  though  the  Institutions  just  men- 
tioned are  not  immediately  and  expressly  con- 
nected with  your  own,  their  labours  cannot  on  that 
account  be  considered  as  foreign  to  this  Report, 
or  as  unconnected  with  the  object  of  this  Meet- 
ing: for  it  is  the  peculiar  privilege  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  School  Society,  to  consider  every  in- 
dividual, and  every  society,  actively  engaged  in 
promoting  a  wise  and  religious  education  of  the 
people,  as  its  associate ;  and  most  sincerely  to  re- 
joice at,  and  view  as  an  approach  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  its  wishes  and  labours,  every  success 
attending  in  any  place  or  country  such  public  or 
private  efforts.  Nor  is  this  interest  at  all  diminish- 
ed by  some  difference  in  the  plans  of  instruction, 
that  may  have  been  adopted  by  the  several  soci- 
eties or  schools :  for,  however  fully  your  Commit- 
tee may  be  convinced  of  the  superior  excellence 
of  the  method  practised  in  the  Schools  under  their 
own  immediate  superintendence,  they  have  never 
forgotten,  that  the  promotion  of  universal  educa- 
tion is  thejirst,  the  support  of  the  Plan  of  Tuition, 
which  they  consider  as  the  most  effective  instru- 
ment for  that  great  purpose,  only  the  second  ob- 
ject of  your  union;  and  that  local  circumstances 
necessarily  produce  small  shades  of  difference  in 
institutions,  which  are  actuated  by  the  same  spi- ' 
rit  of  unconfined  benevolence. 

Your  Committee  have,  consistently  with  these-; 


Sentiments,  always  been  anxious  to  attend  to  every 
information  relative  to  new  improvements  in  the 
important  art  of  Teachings  and  ready  toadopt,  what- 
ever has  been  shown  by  experience  to  be  a  real  im- 
provement on  the  method  hitherto  practised. — 
They  seize  this  opportunity  of  publicly  expressing 
their  grateful  acknowledgement  for  all  communica- 
tions they  have  received  on  that  important  subject; 
but  they  must  also  add,  that  they  consider  it  as 
a  highly  important  duty,  incumbent  both  on, 
themselves,  and  on  every  Committee  charged  with 
the  superintendence  of  a  school,  to  guard  against 
frequent  changes,  or  such  as  have  not  yet  been 
sufficiently  examined.  It  appears,  from  advices 
received  during  the  past  year,  that  several  schools 
have  been  much  disorganized  by  the  hasty  adop- 
tion of  such  alterations,  or  by  the  introduction 
of  Schoolmasters,  who  were  but  imperfectly  ac- 
quainted with  the  true  spirit,  or  insufficiently 
practised  in  the  application  of  the  British  System. 
The  preference,  given  in  the  appointment  of 
Schoolmasters  to  persons  who  had  possessed  only 
a  very  short  experience  and  practice,  over  those 
who  had  been  regularly  trained  for  their  profession, 
has  thus,  in  more  than  one  instance,  been  pro- 
ductive of  very  considerable  injury  #. 


*  The  Committee  have,  on  various  occasions,  sent  the  youths 
trained  in  the  establishment  to  restore  such  Schools  to  regular 
order  and  discipline,  and,  they  are  happy  to  say,  with  great  success. 
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To  facilitate  a  correct  knowledge  and  applica- 
tion of  the  British  System  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  your  Committee  have  caused  a  Manual  to 
be  published,  descriptive  of  the  progress  of  in- 
struction according  to  this  method  in  all  its  stages, 
and  illustrated  by  plates  and  samples  of  needle- 
work. For  much  and  valuable  assistance  in  the 
arrangement  of  this  publication  they  are  indebted 
to  Mr.  Martin,  from  Bourdeaux,  and  to  Mr. 
Pickton,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Borough  Road 
School,  whose  services  they  with  great  pleasure 
and  gratitude  acknowledge. 

Your  Committee  trust,  that  from  this  account 
of  their  proceedings,  it  will  appear,  that  they  are 
not  insensible  of  the  importance  of  the  charge 
committed  to  their  care;  that,  though  still  strug- 
gling against  many  difficulties,  arising  from  the 
very  limited  state  of  their  Funds,  they  have  been 
anxious  to  neglect  none  of  the  means  of  doing 
good  placed  within  their  reach. 

The  Committee  must  not  close  this  Report  om 
their  operations  at  home,  without  giving  some  ac- 
count of  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the 
erection  of  a  New  House  and  School-rooms  for 
the  Training  Establishment,  and  Model  Schools, 
in  the  Borough  Road,  noticed  in  the  last  Report. 
Encouraged  by  the  support  already  experienced 
in  their  endeavours  to  raise  the  sum  requisite  for 
that  purpose,  and  indeed  almost  compelled  by  the 
urgent  necessity  of  the  undertaking,  they  have  not 
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only  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  City  Lands,  respecting  a  plot  of  ground, 
but  also  contracted  for  the  erection  of  the  neces- 
sary buildings,  andean  with  satisfaction  state,  that 
they  confidently  hope,  the  new  Schools  will  be 
completed  and  opened  for  the  reception  of  chil- 
dren, previous  to  the  Anniversary  of  this  Society 
in  May  next. — Your  Committee  trust,  that  they 
will  then  also  be  enabled  to  announce  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Invested  Subscription  Fund,  with- 
out which  their  efforts  must  remain  crippled,  and 
the  progress  of  the  great  cause  they  are  called  up- 
on to  advocate  and  promote,  impeded.  ^1,400 
only,  are  still  required,  in  order  to  free  this  Insti- 
tution from  the  embarrassments,  under  which  it 
has  laboured  since  its  first  establishment;  the 
united  efforts  of  a  few  public-spirited  individuals 
would  enable  it,  to  act  with  such  increased  energy 
as  the  great  object  it  has  in  view  demands.  But 
to  doubt,  would  in  this  instance  betray  a  want  of 
acquaintance  with  the  British  Public;  and  to  fear, 
would  almost  be  criminal. — Engaged  in  the  dis- 
charge of  an  unequivocal  duty,  and  encouraged  by 
past  experience,  your  Committee  will  persevere. 
Uniting  zeal  with  discretion,  confidence  with  pru- 
dence, and — pleading  the  cause. of  humanity,  the 
cause  of  religion,  the  cause  of  God,  before  Britons 
and  Christians — they  will  not,  they  cannot  be  dis- 
appointed. 

Proceeding  now  to  the  Foreign  operations  of 
the  Society,  your  Committee  consider  the  detailed 
account  of  thern  as  peculiarly  belonging  to  the 
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Report  to  be  given  at  the  Anniversary  Meeting  in 
Mav ;  but  they  think  it  their  duty,  to  cast  on  them 
a  rapid  glance,  and  not  to  withhold  from    this 
Meeting:  the  satisfactory  information.,  that  the  ef- 
forts  of  this   Society  begin   to  be  more  duly  ap- 
preciated, as  they  become  more  generally  known; 
and  that  the  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  the  Edu- 
cation of  the  Poor,  seems  in  general  to  be  much 
on  the  increase.     The  Treasurer  of  your  Society 
witnessed,  on  a  journey  through  a  part  of  the  conti- 
nent during  thelast  summer,  the  mostevidentproofs 
of  this   desire  to  render  the  benefits  of  Educa- 
tion universal.     Every  information  respecting  the 
operations  of  this   Society  was  received  with  the 
greatest  avidity,   and  the  Manual   published  by 
your  Committee  considered  as  a  highly  valuable 
acquisition.    Translations  of  this  work  are  either 
already  published,  or  about  to  be  published,  in  se- 
veral of  the  continental  languages. 

From  various  parts  of  Europe  the  inquiries  re- 
specting the  British  System,  as  well  as  the  testi- 
monies in  its  favour,  have  become  more  frequent; 
and  if  your  Committee  had  possessed  the  means 
of  affording  some  pecuniary  aid,  for  the  first  esta- 
blishment of  schools  on  that  system,  particularly  for 
the  erection  of  school-rooms^they  can  have  no  dcubt, 
but  that  they  should  now  have  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  reporting  the  success  of  such  Institutions, 
in  several  populous  places  of  the  Continent,  where 
the  neglected  state  of  the  rising  generation  ren- 
ders them  highly  needful. 

The  hope  which  your  Committee  ventured  to 
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express  in  the  last  Report,  concerning  the  preser- 
vation   and    progress    of    popular   education    in 
France,  and  the  influence  of  the  introduction  of 
the  British  System,  has  been  realised  to  its  fullest 
extent.  At  the  period,  when  the  last  Report  which 
your  Committee  have  received  from  that  country 
was   printed,    Seventy-eight   Schools    had    been 
formed  on  the  new  plan,  while  many  others  were 
in  progress.    It  has  been  ingeniously  and  very  suc- 
cessfully adapted   to  village  schools,  as  well  as  to 
the  grammar  schools  of  the  towns;  and,  under  the 
express  sanction  of  the  Royal  Commission  for  pub- 
lic instruction,  has  overcome  in  a  great  degree  the 
obstacles  which  ignorance  and  prejudice  had  put 
into  the   way  of  its    progress.     The    Committee 
of  Paris  have  also  directed  their  attention  to  the 
establishment  of  girls  schools,  and  schools  of  in- 
dustry, on  the  same  plan  :  of  the  former,  four  have 
already  been  opened  in  Paris.     That  Committee 
have  expressed  in  a  letter  to  your  Committee, 
their  warmest  wish  for  the  prosperity  of  your  So- 
ciety, and  their  desire  of  co-operating  with  vou  in 
the  accomplishment  of  the  same  object ;  the  sin- 
cerity of  which  they  prove  by  a  regular  communi- 
cation of  their  Reports  and   other  publications. 
Your  Treasurer,  from  what   he   saw   and   heard 
while  in  France,  bears  testimony  to  the  diligence 
and  ardour  of  the  Committee  of  Paris,  who  meet 
regularly  twice   in  every    month,  and  at   every 
meeting  receive  numerous  applications  for  Masters 
from  all  parts  of  the  country. 
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Already  do  you  peaceably  and  amicably  culti- 
vate the  same  ground  with  the  Society  in  France ; 
for  one  of  the  teachers  instructed  in  the  schools  at 
Paris  has  been  sent  out,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
French  government  and  at  their  expense,  to  es- 
tablish schools  on  the  British  System  in  Senegal. 
"If  this  mission  succeeds,"  says  the  French  Report, 
"  who  can  foresee  the  important  advantages  likely 
to  result  from  the  instruction  and  civilization  of 
Africa?"     See  Appendix  A. 

Several  interesting  extracts  from  the  French  Re- 
port will  be  given  in  the  Appendix  B ;  as  well  as 
an  account  of  Mr.  Frossard's  labours  for  the  cause 
of  education  in  Switzerland.  From  these,  as  well 
as  from  numerous  other  communications,  it  ap- 
pears, that  even  in  those  parts  of  that  country, 
where  the  education  of  the  people  has  long  been 
\ery  zealously  attended  to,  the*  introduction  of 
the  British  System  is  hailed  as  a  most  powerful 
instrument  to  facilitate  the  proper  instruction  of 
all  classes  of  society;  and  Lausanne  and  Geneva, 
as  well  as  several  other  places  in  Switzerland,  al- 
ready possess  schools,  from  which  the  advantages, 
which  it  affords,  are  likely  to  be  extended  to  many 
others. 

The  Emperor  Alexander,  during  his  stay  in  this 
country,  paid  peculiar  attention  to  the  state  of 
education,  and  the  new  systems  adopted.  His 
Imperial  Majesty  had  conversation  with  some 
gentlemen  on  the  British  System,  and  acknow- 
ledged its  importance.     While  at  Paris,  His  Ma- 
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jesty  "directed  two  Russian  officers  to  acquire  a 
competent  knowledge  of  the  system ;  and  they  at- 
tended for  that  purpose,  at  the  Central  school  there. 

The  Emperor  has,  in  fulfilment  of  this  impor- 
tant design,  authorized  Monsieur  de  Strandman 
(a  gentleman  formerly  attached  to  the  Russian  em- 
bassy at  London,  and  now  united  to  the  Russian 
embassy  in  Switzerland,  whose  object  is  to1  in- 
vestigate the  state  of  elementary  education,  and 
agricultural  improvements,)  to  take  the  necessary 
measures  for  introducing  the  new  mode  of  teach- 
ing in  his  native  country. 

Four  youths  lately  arrived  in  London  (whose 
names  are  Alexander  Abadovshy,  Charles  Svenske, 
Matthew  Tymayoft,  and  Theodore  Busse  : )  they 
were  selected  from  the  Institution  for  training 
Schoolmasters  at  St.  Petersburgh :  they  are  under 
the  immediate  care  of  M.  Strandman,  and  are  at 
present  studying  the  British  System  at  the  Bo^ 
rough  Road;  and  are  afterwards  also  to  study  the 
Madras  plan.  Thus  these  youths  will  be  qualified 
to  make  a  proper  estimate  of  the  comparative  value 
of  the  two  systems,  and  become  the  medium  of 
communicating  the  most  extensive  blessings  to  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  globe.  Your  Com- 
mittee observe  with  great  satisfaction,  that  in  the 
selection  of  these  youths, — two  of  whom  are  of  th§ 
Greek  church,  and  two  of  the  Lutheran, — the  de- 
sign is  founded  on  that  liberal  principle,  which  it 
is  the  glory  of  the  British  and  Foreign  School 
Society  to  have  acted  upon  in  all  its  undertakings. 
These  youths  are  present  at  this  meeting,  and  will 
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be  able  to  communicate  to  their  countrymen,  the 
harmoay  and  unity  of  our  proceedings. 

That  most  liberal  and  enlightened  nobleman 
Count  Romanzoff,  late  Chancellor  of  Russia,  whose 
endeavours  to  promote  scientific  improvements 
have  induced  him  to  search  for  knowledge 
throughout  the  world,  and  who  has  fitted  out  a 
ship  for  that  purpose,  at  his  own  expense,  has  ex- 
pressed his  intention  of  introducing  the  British 
System  on  his  extensive  estates  in  Poland  *. 
•  In  Holland,  where  of  late  the  efforts  of  govern- 
ment seem  to  have  vied  with  those  of  private  be- 
nevolence to  improve  the  situation  of  the  poor,  by 
the  establishment  of  schools  for  all,  the  labours 
of  your  Society  have  attracted  considerable  at- 
tention, and  His  Excellency  the  Dutch  Ambassa- 
dor at  this  Court,  having  considered  the  Borough 
Road  School  as  worthy  of  his  personal  inspection 
and  strict  examination,,  has  been  pleased  to  ex- 
press his  high  approbation  of  it. 

At  Hamburgh,  the  establishment  of  a  School  on 
the  principles  and  plan  adopted  by  this  Society? 
has  for  some  time  been  under  consideration,  and 
appears  to  be  retarded  only  by  the  apprehension 
of  the  expense  attending  the  first  arrangements. 
In  that  city  an  union  of  benevolent  persons  has 
been  formed,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  proper 


*  The  Spanish  Monarch  has  also  appointed  an  officer  of  an 
Irish  regiment  in  the  service  of  Spain,  to  acquire  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  System,  in  order  to  extend  its  benefits  to  that 
country. 
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instruction  for  the  great  number  of  children,  who, 
since  Hamburgh  suffered  so  great  calamities  in 
the  possession  of  a  foreign  power,  were  totally 
neglected.  They  have  already,  independently 
of  the  various  charitable  institutions  previously 
existing,  placed  one  thousand  children  in  different 
schools,  which  they  found  already  established, 
and  suppose,  that  an  equal  number  are  still  re- 
maining unprovided  for,  for  whom  schools  on  the 
British  System  would  be  a  great  benefit.  Your 
Committee  trust,  that  so  desirable  an  object  will 
soon  be  accomplished. 

The  latest  accounts  respecting  the  Schools  in 
America  are  highly  satisfactory,  but  present  no* 
thing  peculiarly  worthy  of  notice.  No  addition 
of  any  importance  seems  to  have  taken  place.       : 

The  last  Report  gave  an  account  of  an  applica- 
tion for  Schoolmasters  from  the  government  of 
Hayti.  A  young  man  fully  competent  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  required,  has  since  that  time  been 
sent  out  by  your  Committee  to  that  important 
station,  and  another  is  waiting  for  an  opportunity 
to  follow  him.  At  the  next  General  Meeting  your 
Committee  hope  to  be  able  to  communicate  a  satis- 
factory account  of  the  commencement  of  their 
labours.  From  another  part  of  St.  Domingo,  now 
under  the  presidency  of  Petion,  a  request  has 
also  been  received  for  some  persons  to  be  sent  out 
fully  qualified  to  establish  schools  upon  theBritish 
System  ;  but  the  Committee  have  not  yet  had  it 
-in  their  power  to  comply  with  it. 
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In  thus  contemplating  the  fruits  of  their  lai 
hours  during  the  last  six  months,  and  the  pro* 
gfess  of  the  cause,  your  Committee  find  much 
cause  for  gratitude  and  joy.  They  may  in- 
dulge the  hope$  that  they  have  not  been  use- 
less instruments  in  the  hands  of  a  gracious  Pro- 
vidence, while  they  consider  the  cause  of  the 
education  of  the  poor  as  fast  advancing,  and  the 
beneficial  influence  of  your  Society  as  rapidly  ex- 
tending itself.  For  this  they  ascribe  honour  to  no 
human  effort,  but  to  God,  and  to  the  intrinsic 
excellence  of  the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged. 
They  can  need  no  further  encouragement,  but 
that  which  arises  from  their  past  experience,  not 
to  quit  the  station,  to  which  they  have  been  called, 
nor  shrink  from  any  difficulty,  which  they  may  still 
have  to  encounter.  Why  should  henceforth  one 
single  child  of  our  country  be  abandoned  to  the 
power  of  ignorance,  while  the  means  of  rescuing 
it  are  accessible  ?  Though  the  temporal  wants  of 
the  poor  justly  claim  our  sympathy  and  our  aid, 
let  us  not  allow  these  claims  to  diminish  the  at- 
tention due  to  the  improvements  of  the  rising  ge- 
neration; and  while  we  endeavour  to  hand  out  to 
the  hungry  the  bread  that  perisheth,  let  us  not  re- 
lax in  our  exertions,  to  open  widely  the  way  to  the 
knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  the  bread  which 
perisheth  not. 

The  evils  of  ignorance  still  but  too  often  meet 
our  eyes,  they  increase  the  sufferings  inflicted  by 
the  dispensations  of  Providence ;  let  us  not  permit 
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them  to  descend  to  future  generations;  but  let  us 
conduct  those,  whose  present  and  eternal  interests 
are  in  so  high  a  degree  placed  in  our  hands,  to  the 
sources,  from  which  they  may  draw  moderation  in 
prosperity,  and  fortitude  and  comfort  in  adversity; 
let  us  teach  them  a  wise  use  of  the  present  life,  and 
the  importance  of  a  timely  preparation  for  that 
which  is  to  come. 
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APPENDIX. 


A.    Page  14 


General  Report  on  the  Situation  of  Schools  established  on  the 
Principle  of  Mutual  Instruction,  in  the  Departments,  the  Ca- 
pital, and  its  Vicinity. —  Followed  by  an  Extract  from  Foreign 
Correspondence: — read  by  M.  Jomard,  one  of  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Society,  at  the  General  Meeting  of  the  23rd  of  August 
1816. 

Gentlemen, 

Scarcely  has  a  year  elapsed  since  your  first  Meeting,  and  you 
have  already  received  the  most  gratifying  returns  for  your  efforts j 
namely,  a  union  of  generous  exertions  and  honourable  suffrages. 
Never  has  public  benevolence  been  called  forth  to  a  more  use- 
ful work,  and  never  has  it  been  manifested  by  so  much  zeal  and 
eagerness.  Every  one.  has  felt  the  necessity  of  snatching  a  nu- 
merous population,  both  in  the  cities  and  country,  from  the  most 
fatal  disorders,  and  from  all  the  evils  produced  bv  ignorance. 

Every  one  has  felt,  that,  to  instruct  the  people  according  to 
their  situation,  is  to  give  them  a  just  notion  of  their  duty  ;  that 
thereby  their  happiness  may  be  increased,  and  that,  by  adding 
to  the  comforts  of  the  poor,  the  rich  will  lose  nothing.  In 
happier  times  they  would  have  thankfully  received  such  a  disco- 
very as  Mutual  Instruction,  which  must  in  France  save  to  the 
state  and  to  families  an  annual  expense  of  more  than  thirty 
millions  of  francs.  But  how  much  more  precious  is  it  now, 
since  misfortunes  so  recent  and  so  great  have  given  rise  to 
every  sort  of  sacrifice  !  The  Administration,  the  depositary  of 
the  resources  and  of  the  cares  of  the  public,  has  highly  appreci- 
ated so  great  a  benefit.  How  many  efforts  have  for  a  long  time 
been  tried,  to  extend  Elementary  Instruction  to  all  classes  :  but 
it  has  always  been  found  necessary  to  abandon  it,  as  an  imprac- 
ticable scheme,  in  which  the  enormous  expense  of  forty  mil- 
lions of  francs  a  year  was  not  the  greatest  obstacle  to  surmount. 
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In  order  to  establish  schools  in  every  part  of  the  country  and 
throughout  all  France,  no  fewer  than  50,000  masters  would 
have  been  wanted  upon  the  old  system, — and  how  could  they  have 
been  instructed  and  prepared  for  the  work  ? — Again,  the  common 
mode  of  education,  if  it  had  been  even  possible  to  have  esta- 
blished it  generally,  would  have  required  the  children  to  have 
been  4  or  5  years  in  the  Schools ; — and  how  could  it  be  hoped 
that  the  sons  of  labourers  and  artisans  could  be  spared  by  their 
parents  for  such  a  period  ?  The  riches  of  the  poor  consist  in  their 
children: — Could  we  without  inhumanity  take  away  from  them 
a  support  and  an  assistance  so  indispensable?  It  belonged  then 
to  the  magistrates — the  true  supporters  of  the  unfortunate — to 
receive  with  earnestness  the  beneficent  plan  of  a  popular  edu- 
cation ;  to  cultivate  and  foster  it  as  a  sure  and  efficacious  reme- 
dy for  evils  so  long  deplored. 

It  is  chiefly,  Gentlemen,  owing  to  the  zeal  of  your  correspon- 
dents, who  have  awakened  the  attention  of  private  individuals 
and  public  functionaries,  that  a  happy  direction  has  been  given 
to  this  important  work. 

I  How  much  firmness  must  have  been  required  to  remove  ob- 
stacles, a  hundred  times  more  difficult  to  overcome  in  the  de- 
partments than  in  the  capital,  not  to  speak  of  the  apathy 
and  indifference  that  the  country-people  have  shown  for  a  long 
time  to  the  progress  of  Education!  Whatever  difficulties  you 
may  have  met  with  here  in  the  execution  of  your  enterprise, 
you  have  not  had  to  conquer  this  passive  resistance,  this  force  of 
iudolence:  you  will  then  render  thanks  to  those,  who  have  sur- 
mounted them  with  success.  Let  us  hasten  to  signalize  those, 
who  first  contributed  to  the  introduction  of  the  method  of  mu- 
tual instruction  into  the  provinces.  Their  example  will  inflame 
the  zeal  of  other  correspondents.  Let  us  proclaim  the  names 
of  the  cities  that  first  received  it,  or  that  solicit  it  with  ardour: — 
each  of  the  new  establishments  will  soon  have  taken  deep  rootj 
their  branches,  numerous  and  full  of  sap,  will  rise  on  every  side, 
and  by  degrees  this  tree  of  Benevolence  will  cover  all  France 
with  its  fruits. 


SCHOOLS  IN  ACTIVITY. 

TOWNS    OF    THE    DEPARTMENTS. 

Doubs. — It  is  to  one  of  your  most  zealous  members,  M.Gi- 
rod  de  Novilars,  and  to  your  correspond?  nt  M.  Girod  de  Chan- 
trans,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  progress  of  the  System  in  the 
department  of  Doubs.  It  belonged  to  Franche-Comte,  which 
formerly  possessed  schools  on  an  analogous  principle;  to  be  the 
first  to  adopt  Lhe  improved  method.    For  this  purpose  a  Society 
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for  Elementary  Instruction  has  been  formed  at  Besan^on,  since 
last  February.  Many  schools  are  already  in  activity.  The 
Prefect  has  taken  the  System  under  his  protection.  A  decree 
fcf  this  magistrate  approves  the  propagation  of  it  throughout  the 
department.  He  has  been  one  of  the  6rst  subscribers :  in  short, 
he  has  ordered  the  Mayer  of  Besaccjon  to  give  every  assistance 
to  the  new  Establishments.  The  first  Established  School  al- 
ready presents  results,  which  astonish  those  who  are  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  System.  The  former  Teachers,  especially,  do  not 
cease  to  admire  the  order  and  attention  which  reign  in  the  classes. 
They  are  astonished  at  the  rapidity  of  the  progress.  The  effects 
of  the  measures-,  which  we  owe  to  the  knowledge  and  benevo- 
lent zeal  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  Doubs,  are  already  felt 
.throughout  the  country.  Prejudices  are  so  effectually  dissipated, 
that  personal  interest  has  yielded  to  evidence;  and  the  System 
has  been  established  without  difficulty  in  the  Elementary  Schools 
of  the  parishes  of  Besancon. 

Pas-de-Calais. — Arras  is  the  second  city  which  has  imitated 
the  example  of  the  capital.  An  Association,  at  which  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  Pas-de-Calais  has  consented  to  preside,  has 
been  formed  in  imitation  of  this;  and  from  the  produce  of  vo- 
luntary subscriptions,  a  School  has  been  formed,  which  in  the 
short  space  of  two  months  has  produced  the  most  astonishing 
results.  Three  hundred  pupils,  instructed  by  a  professor  who  is 
your  disciple,  and  to  whose  talents  praise  is  due,  edify  the  inha- 
bitants by  their  progress  and  conduct.  Three  hundred  pupils 
will  be  assembled  as  soon  as  a  place  large  enough  can  be  obtain- 
ed. The  Mayor  of  Arras  joins  with  the  Prefect  of  Pas-de- Calais 
for  the  purpose  of  founding  another  School  gratis. 

You  have  not  forgotten,  gentlemen,  the  account  which  you 
received  half  a  year  since,  of  the  wretched  state  of  public  In- 
struction in  this  part  of  Picardy,  where  scarcely  30,000  chil- 
dren attended  the  former  schools,  out  of  100,000. 

Can  any  one  doubt  that  there  will  be  a  change  in  the  aspect 
of  this  province  in  a  short  time?  and  that  at  our  next  General 
Meeting,  instead  of  an  account  of  mere  attempts,  there  will  be 
announced  to  you  a  total  revolution  in  the  condition  of  a  popu- 
lation, hitherto  so  much  neglected  in  point  of  Instruction  ? 

Seine-et-Marne. — This  department  has  been  one  of  the 
first  to  adopt  the  System.  It  is  the  Prefect,  who,  by  his  suffrage 
and  by  a  zeal  very  worthy  of  praise,  chiefly  contributed  to  this 
result.  Under  his  care,  a  School  serving  as  a  Model  for  the  whole 
department  has  been  formed  at  Melun  j  yesterday  it  was  opened 
with  100  scholars,  in  presence  of  the  Prefect,  and  under  the 
direction  of  a  Master  from  our  School.  They  are  proposing  to 
found  another  at  Tournans.    All  the  other  places  seem  disposed 
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to  follow  the  example  of  the  chief  town  of  the  department ;  and 
we  are  informed  that  M.  le  Due  de  Praslin  is  about  to  found  one 
at  his  own  expense.  i 

Seine-et  Oise.—A  School  for  eighty  young  girls  has  been  es- 
tablished at  Villeneuve  le  Roi,  under  the  ca're  of  the  respectable 
Superior  of  the  congregation  of  St.  Joseph,  whose  pure  Zealand 
modesty  prohibit  every  kind  of  praise. 

Marne. — A  proprietor  of  extensive  manufactories  has  just 
founded  a  School  at  Bresmes,  near  Sainte  Mtnehould,  in  hrs 
establishments.  His  example  is  already  followed  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  town ;  in  which,  under  the  care  of  the  President  of 
the  tribunal, fand  one  of  the  most  zealous  members  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Paris,  a  School  for  200  boys  will  soon  be  opened.  This 
member  intends  also  to  form  one  at  his  own  expense.  He  has 
studied  the  System  with  the  greatest  attention,  and  has  set  out 
with  all  the  models  and  necessary  means  to  hasten  the  enter- 
prise. 

Charente  Infe'rieure. — No  one  doubts  the  utility  of 
the  method  in  the  Schools  for  workmen.  It  is  especially  in 
Schools  for  seamen,  and  in  those  for  miners,  engineers,  and  ar- 
tillerymen, that  in  due  time  the  effects  will  be  most  useful  and 
extensive.  Already  the  navy  at  Rochefort  is  hastening  to  form 
a  School.  They  are  instructing  20  pupils,  the  room  and  furni- 
ture are  preparing,  tables  and  models  have  been  sent,  and  a 
Master  is  on  the  point  of  setting  out.  When  the  School  shall 
have  obtained  the  success  which  we  expect,  and  which  is  infalli- 
ble, we  flatter  ourselves  that  it  may  serve  as  an  example  for 
other  Schools  in  that  city,  and  also  for  those  of  the  department. 
The  Society  is  partly  indebted  for  this  success  to  the  zeal  of  its 
former  correspondent  at  Rochefort,  who  is  now  in  the  capital 
hastening  the  preparations. 

M.  le  Due  de  Doudeauville,  a  peer  of  France,  (o  whom  you 
owe  so  much,  has  taken  steps  to  determine  the  administration  of 
the  navy.  Let  us  hope,  that  the  maritime  cities  will  soon  follow 
this  example  so  easy  to  imitate,  since  they  have  spacious  places 
at  their  disposal,  numerous  pupils,  and_sutricient  resources. — 
Such  are  the  Schools  in  activity  in  the  cities  of  the  second  and 
third  order. 


BOROUGHS  AND  VILLAGES. 

Marne  — Among  those  which  are  formed  in  the  boroughs 
«nd  villages,  we  must  place  in  the  first  rank  that  which  our 
honourable  President,  M.  leDuc  de  Doudeauville,  has  founded 
-at  bis  own  expense  at  Mont  Mirail.  It  will  contain  180  scho- 
lars j  it  already  contains  100,  and  will  soon  be  full.   The  plain 
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and  ingenuous  account  that  the  founder  himself  has  given  of  its- 
progress,  and  which  you  will  soon  receive,  is  the  best  praise  we 
can  give  to  the  establishment  and  to  the  method. 

Cote  d'Or. — The  School  established  by  the  Duke  of  Ra- 
gusa,  at  Chatillon  sur  Seine,  continues  to  prosper.  We  have  no 
recent  news  of  the  Establishment ;  but  we  have  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  the  surrounding  cantons  will  soon  draw  materials  from 
thence  to  form  new  Schools. 

Nord. — The  Mines  of  Anzin  will  become  the  centre  of  the 
establishment  of  Schools  in  the  department  of  the  North.  It  is 
to  the  zeal,  to  the  generous  cares  of  the  Mayor  of  Anzin,  M. 
Regnard,  and  of  M.  Scipion  Perier  our  colleague,  that  we  owe 
the  establishment  of  two  Schools,  now  in  activity  at  Fresnes  un- 
der the  conduct  of  one  of  our  young  masters.  The  one  contains  JO 
boys,  and  the  other  only  20  girls.  The  progress  has  been  so  ra- 
pid as  scarcely  to  be  cred'ned.  There  is  a  boy  who  legem  his 
letters  on  the  fth  of  last  July,  and  on  the  Jth  of  August  passed 
into  the  highest  reading  class.  His  brother,  five  years  and  a  half 
old,  has  in  two  weeks  and  a  half  reached  the  4th  class.  By  the 
generous  care  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Mines,  two  new  Schools 
will  soon  be  opened,  at  Anzin,  and  at  Conde  le  Vieux. 

Seine-et-Oise. — You  will  hear,  gentlemen,  with  joy,  that  a 
manufactory,  as  much  celebrated  by  the  talent  and  virtue  of  its 
founder  as  by  the  superiority  of  its  productions,  has  still  further 
enriched  itself  by  the  establishment  of  a  School  on  the  new  me- 
thod. The  worthy  successors  of  Oberkampf,  members  of  this 
Society,  have  founded  a  School  at  Jouy,  which  is  now  in  full  ac- 
tivity ;  7 '5  boys  are  already  assembled  there.  The  progress  is 
evident,  and  the  curate  of  the  village  takes  the  greatest  care  of 
it.  At  the  time  that  the  boys  are  at  work  in  the  manufactory, 
the  girls  succeed  them,  and  by  this  arrangement  the  same  room 
serves  provisionally  for  both  sexes.  In  many  places  ceconomy 
might  induce  the  administration  to  adopt  this  simple  expedient, 
which  presents  very  few  inconveniences. 

Allier. — Madame  la  Duchesse  de  Duras,  who  first  founded 
a  School  at  Paris  on  the  model  of  that  of  the  Government,  has, 
with  a  zeal  and  constancy  above  her  sex,  founded  one  at  Vichy 
for  100  boys  :  she  has  also  established  another  at  Gannat:  and 
the  care  which  her  declining  health  imperiously  required,  has 
yielded  to  a  benevolence  that  knows  no  bounds,  and  to  a  desire 
to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  the  poor. 

.  The  Report  proceeds  to  give  a  very  interesting  detail  of 
§chools  in  preparation  in  the  Haute  Garonne, Pas-de-Cakiis,Mor- 
bihau,  Loire,  Hautes  Alpes,  Gironde,  Ardennes,  Haute  Mame, 
Indre-et-Loire,  Yonne,Var,  Ain,Vienne,  Haute  Yienne,  Ille-et- 
Vilaine,  Bas  Rhiu,  Meurthe,  Nord,  Maine-et- Loire,  &c.  &c. 
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Also  that  in  the  short  space  of  one  year,  twenty-seven  depart- 
ments and  forty-eight  corporations  have  received  or  requested 
Masters. 


NORMAL  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

SAINT  JEAN  DE  EEAUVAIS. 

The  School  established  at  Paris  by  the  administration  at  the 
old  college  of  Lisieux,  and  now  supported  by  the  Prefect  of  the 
Seine,  deserves  to  be  mentioned  here  in  the  first  rank,  for  the 
degree  of  superiority  to  which  it  has  reached,  for  the  services 
which  it  has  rendered  in  the  course  of  one  year,  as  a  nursery  for 
Masters  and  Monitors,  and  finally,  on  account  of  the  Master, 
Mr.  Augustus  Perou.  Three  hundred  pupils  are  registered. 
Their  conduct  is  still  more  pleasing  than  their  progress,  though 
the  latter  is  surprising.  The  school  has  furnished  fifteen  Mo- 
nitors to  the  different  Schools  of  Paris  and  the  country,  and  with- 
out inconvenience  it  could  furnish  at  present  six  others. 

Two  pupils,  six  years  of  age,  have  passed  from  theirs/  to  the 
seventh  class  in  eight  months,  though  one  of  them  had  been  often 
absent  on  account  of  ill  health.  Another  entered  the  school  in 
the  month  of  January  last,  and  is  now  in  the  sixth  class.  Twenty 
pupils,  who  have  finished  their  studies,  are  now  apprenticed ;  and 
one  of  the  last  had  entered  the  school  not  eleven  months  since, 
knowing  absolutely  nothing.  The  youngest  pupil  is  four  years 
and  a  half  old,  and  the  oldest  is  not  thirteen.  The  discipline  is 
excellent:  we  have  seen  that  large  school,  in  the  absence  of 
the  Master,  conducted  with  regularity  and  silence  by  a  young 
boyo  The  pupils  are  for  the  most  part  mild,  polite,  engaging, 
and  thankful.  The  happy  influence  of  the  System  is  apparent  in 
their  manner  of  conversing,  in  their  strength  of  memory,  and 
even  in  their  decency  of  behaviour  and  appearance.  It  is  above 
all  in  their  conduct  out  of  school,  and  when  they  are  free  from 
the  yoke  of  discipline,  that  we  admire  the  wonderful  effects  of 
the  System.  A  fact  that  I  have  just  learned  from  Mr.  Perou, 
does  the  Master  and  pupils  great  credit: — As  soon  as  it  had  been 
mentioned,  that  a  choice  was  to  be  made  among  the  pupils  des- 
tined to  receive  prizes  from  the  hand  of  the  Prefect,  all  the 
school  named  with  acclamation  one  of  the  two  general  moni- 
tors, who  conducted  the  school  with  the  greatest  rigour  and  se- 
verity— rigour  that  the  Master  is  sometimes  obliged  to  soften. 

A. testimony  which  surpasses  many  others,  is  that  of  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Bell,  who  honoured  the  school  with  his  presence  last 
month,  and  who,  in  giving  the  best  advice  for  its  improvement, 
has  expressed  his  approbation,  and  declared  that  there  were  200 
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schools  in  England  not  so  far  advanced.  Let  us  consider  with 
what  rapidity  the  schools  have  been  filled,  without  injuring 
those  previously  established,  and  we  shall  no  longer  doubt  the1 
advantages  of  the  System,  nor  the  necessity  of  opening  to  the 
people  large  establishments.  We  must  know,  that  scarcelv 
10,000  children  of  both  sexes  receive  gratuitous  instruction  in 
this  vast  capital,  and  that  from  15  to  20,000  poor  families 
are  in  want  of  it  for  their  children.  Perhaps  30,000  are  abso- 
lutely deprived  of  all  primary  Instruction.  What  a  nursery  of 
idle,  and  one  day,  no  doubt,  of  miserable  vagrants,  whose  first 
lesson  will  be  to  know  the  penal  law  !  There  is  not  a  suburb  or 
section  of  Paris,  that  does  not  want  one  or  more  large  schools,  to 
receive  those  thousands  of  these  unfortunates. 

The  Report  proceeds  to  state  the  most  encouraging  details  of 
the  success  of  Village  Schools,  and  concludes  with  the  Foreign 
Correspondence. 


FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Almost  certain,  gentlemen,  of  general  success  in  our  own 
country,  let  us  pay  attention  now  to  the  progress  of  the  System 
abroad.  That  new  event  will  be  to  us  a  powerful  encourage- 
ment. Strangers  of  the  highest  distinction  are  come  to  learn  it 
in  the  principal  school  of  Paris. 

Russia. — Among  the  Russians,  that  have  visited  that  School 
in  great  numbers,  we  will  mention  M.  Kriwtxof,  colonel  of  the 
guards  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  whose  virtues  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  France  has  just  rewarded,  and  who  has  obtained  here 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  System,  in  order  to  be  able  to  in- 
troduce it  himself  on  his  own  estates,  where  he  is  now  gone. 
Sievers,  the  general  of  fortification  in  the  service  of  the  same 
sovereign,  has  also  carried  with  him  all  the  necessaries  for  the 
establishment  of  the  System  in  his  own  country  ;  and  our  tables 
serve  now,  perhaps,  to  teach  the  French  language  to  the  Serfs 
and  peasants  of  the  Northern  countries. 

•Germany. —How  many  Germans,  Belgians,  Prussians,  aud 
Austrians,  are  come  to  pay  a  tribute  of  admiration  to  the  esta- 
blishment at  the  college  of  Lisieux  !  If  the  discipline  of  our 
schools  did  not  oblige  us  to  put  limits  to  the  curiosity  (so  com-, 
plimentary,  however,  to  the  System)  we  should  have  seen  as 
many  foreigners  as  scholars,  and  the  schools  would  not  have 
been  large  enough  to  contain  the  crowds  of  spectators. 

Switzerland  and  Italy. — It  is  to  Mr.  Frossard,  whose  zeal  is  as 
modest  as  it  is  enlightened,  and  who  shares  with  Mr.  Martin  the 
honour  of  having  instituted  in  France  the  discipline  of  out 
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Schools,  that  we  are  indebted  for  having  introduced  the  new  prac- 
tice into  Switzerland.  His  instructions  have  been  followed  by 
all  the  distinguished  persons  of  Geneva  and  its  environs,  with 
an  ardour,  which  does'  equal  honour  to  the  hearers  and  to  the 
Professor.  From  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  that  country,  unex- 
pected successes  have  marked  his  career.  The  counsellor  of 
state,  Pictet  de  Rochemont,  deserves  the  gratitude  of  the.  So- 
ciety, for  the  assistance  he  has  given  to  the  propagation  of  the 
System  at  Geneva.  Already  the  ancient  School  erf  Saint  Ger- 
vais  has  been  modified  without  difficulty  according  to  the  new 
plan,  and  with  complete  success.  Other  parts  of  Geneva  will 
soon  possess  schools, — thanks  to  the  indefatigable  zeal  of  M. 
Pictet,  whose  daughters  have  themselves  organized  a  girls 
school,  and  who  are  also  establishing  another  at  Lanag.  Car- 
rouge  will  soon  have  a  large  School. 

Lausanne,  and  the  Canton  of  Vaud,  present  a  picture  equally 
satisfactory.  It  will  be  gratifying  to  the  Society  to  learn,  that 
the  school  which  the  municipality  of  Lausanne  has  just  esta- 
blished owes  its  foundation  in  part  to  the  care,  of  one  of  its  most 
respectable  members,  General  Laharpe.  It  is  in  full  activity  j 
and  M.  Verdeil  and  M.  de  Chavannes  have  distinguished  them- 
selves by  their  exertions. 

Professor  Frossard  opened  it  on  the  15th  of  July  last;  and  in 
the  course  of  three  weeks  the  progress  of  the  establishment 
surpassed  the  expectation  of  the  Master  and  founders.  At  Lau- 
sanne they  are  unanimous  in  their  opinion  of  the  necessity  of 
establishing  a  School  for  five  hundred  boys.  At  Fribourg,  a 
respectable  clergyman,  the  reverend  father  Ahl-e  Gerard,  Pre- 
fect of  the  French  Schools,  full  of  a  commendable  7eal,  is  or- 
ganizing several  schools,  on  the  plan  of  mutual  Instruction  :  — 
he  is  seconded  by  M.  de  Kerentin,  counsellor  of  state.  We 
owe  much  to  the  distinguished  zeal  with  which  one  of  the  most 
learned  Members  of  our  Society  propagates  every  where  in  that 
country  the  knowledge  of  the  labours  and  the  objects  of  the 
Society  at  Paris,  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  he  applies  himself 
to  the  study  of  the  establishments  of  Pestalozzi  and  Fellenberg. 
He  promises  us  the  support  of  the  most  useful  fellow-labourers, 
among  the  most  eminent  men  of  science  that  Switzerland  and 
Italy  possess.  Such  a  subscriber  as  Moscati  is  a  triumph 
for  the  Society  ;  because  we  shall  soon  see,  and  we  already  see, 
the  first  Professors  and  the  most  learned  Academicians  follow- 
ing his  example. 

Mr.  Martin,  who  first  introduced  the  method  at  Paris  with 
so  much  devotion  and  ability,  is  now  travelling  to  contribute  to 
the  establishment  of  it  in  the  Netherlands,  Holland,  Germany, 
and  Switzerland.  He  accompanies  Mr.  Allen,  the  friend  of  the 
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celebrated  Fox,  whose  loss  we  could  not  too  much  regret,  if  we 
had  not  his  worthy  friend  to  console  us. 

England— We  have  received  from  England  interesting  ac- 
counts on  the  improvementof  schools,  particularly  oh  the  ap- 
plication of  the  System  to  the  instruction  of  Adults,  which  will 
be  the  object  of  a  separate  Report.  The  account  of  the  esta- 
blishment projected  in  London,  by  Mr.  Bentham,  to  turn  the 
new  System  to  the  profit  of  the  middling  class  of  society,  and 
apply  it  to  the  tuition  of  Languages,  Drawing,  and  Sciences, 
is  the  most  important  information  that  the  Society  have  re- 
ceived from  England,  since  the  last  General  Meeting.  The 
method  has  just  been  introduced  into  the  English  School  of  Ar- 
tillery, for  the  instruction  of  Mathematics  :  and  new  Greek  and 
Latin  grammars  have  been  compiled,  to  serve  for  the  study  of 
those  languages  on  the  same  principles. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  there  is  now  established  in  France  a  sort  of 
depot  of  perfected  methods  of  primary  Instruction.  What  centre 
could  be  more  favourable  and  better  situated  for  this  commerce 
of  philanth) opy  than  France,  which  from  its  situation,  from  its 
language,  (become  almost  universal,)  communicates  so  easily, 
so  rapidly  with  the  European  continent? 

Se?iegnL — You  will  soon  be  permitted,  gentlemen,  to  carry 
your  communications  and  your  hopes  further.  Already  an  oppor- 
tunity, as  important  as  it  is  serviceable  to  the  designs  of  the  So- 
ciety has  offered  itself  to  its  zeal.  Two  of  the  King's  ministers 
urged  the  establishment  of  a  school  of  mutual  Instruction  at  Se- 
negal. ::  he  Prefect  of  the  Seine  has  embraced  with  earnestness 
so  happy  a  circumstance.  He  has  made  choice  of  one  of  your 
professors,  who  has  just  set  out  for  that  destination  furnished 
with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  System,  and  with  tables, 
books,  models,  and  instruments  of  every  kind.  If  this  pious 
mission  succeeds,  who  can  foresee  the  advantages  that  our  coun- 
try may  obtain,  in  thus  assisting  to  diffuse  civilization  in  Africa  ! 
Let  us  rejoice,  gentlemen,  in  a  design  which  does  honour  to  the 
administration,  and  let  us  congratulate  ourselves  for  having  con- 
tributed to  it. 

Let  us,  above  all,  congratulate  ourselves  for  that  generous 
emulation,  which  establishes  at  length  between  us  and  a  people 
zealou-for  'he  destruction  of  ignorance — happy  and  peaceable 
rivalry  !  What  ought  henceforth  to  divide  two  nations  equally 
enlightened,  equally  powerful ;  nations  made  to  esteem  each 
other,  and  whose  union  might  complete  the  happiness  of  the 
world  ? 

[N.B.  Since  reading  this  Report,  we  have  learned  that  some 
benevolent  persons  propose  to  establish  Schools  at  Corheil,  at 
Buc,  and  at  Soisy-sous-Etioles.     A  School  for  girls  will  soon 


29 

be  opened  at  Nogent-sur-Marne,  and  another  is  projected  at 
Sevres.  At  Provins,  and  at  four  other  places,  they  have  mani- 
fested a  disposition  to  open  schools.  The  Duchess  de  Duras 
announces,  that  a  school  has  just  been  established  by  one  of  our 
Secrjt;;i  iea  it  Patissc.  Adding  to  these,  thai  which  is  preparing 
for  the  I'nviioiis  of  Saint  Mrneiwu/d,we  count  13  establishments, 
besides  the  65  Schools  of  France  before  mentioned.  Finally, 
every  thing  is  in  preparation  to  organize  several  schools  in  the 
llc'de-Bourhon. 


Paris,  Sep.  12th,  181 6. 
The  Administrative  Council  of  the  Society  for  P^lementary  In- 
struction, to  the  Members  of  the  British  and  Foreign  School 
Society  : — 

Gentlemen, 

The  pleasing"  engagement  which  we  have  undertaken,  to  in- 
form yon  of  the  progress  of  our  Institution,  is  but  an  acknow- 
ledgement of  the  obliging  manner  in  which  you  have  commvt- 
nicated  to  us  the  measures  so  advantageously  adopted  by  you  in 
promoting  the  new  System.  The  propagation  of  that  System 
has  been  so  rapid  in  France,  as  almost  to  exceed  our  expectations. 
The  General  Meeting  was  held  on  the  23d  of  August  last,  the 
detail  of  which  you  will  receive  from  the  Journal  of  the  Society 
which  is  just  gone  to  press ;  and  we  also  present  you  with  an 
abridged  description.  Since  that  Meeting,  we  have  received  in- 
formation of  a  considerable  number  of  new  Establishments 
which  are  forming. 

The  Royal  Commission  for  Public  Instruction  having  ho- 
noured the  new  plan  with  its  express  approbation,  the  majority 
of  the  Rectors  of  various  Academies  in  the  kingdom  have  al- 
ready promised  their  hearty  concurrence  in  seconding  our  efforts. 
His  Excellency  the  Minister  Secretary  of  Mate  for  the  Interior 
Department,  whose  enlightened  zeal  is  well  known,  has  also 
had  the  goodness  particularly  to  recommend  our  establishment 
to  the  Prefects  of  the  Departments,  by  a  circular  of  the  30th  of 
August  last,  and  has  given  proofs  of  his  benevolence,  equally 
valuable  and  honourable.  The  Counsellor  of  State  and  Prefect 
of  the  Department  of  the  Seine  condescended  himself  to  distri- 
bute the  prizes  to  the  youth  of  fifteen  schools  established  in  his 
Department,  and  to  visit  them  in  company  with  a  deputation 
from  the  Society. 

Already  the  experience  acquired  in  the  newly-established  Vil  - 
lage  Schools,  has  proved  to  us  that  the  System  presents  there  the 
same  advantages  as  in  the  Schools  of  cities. 

Girls  schools,  which  have  been  hitherto  retarded,  are  in  pro- 


30 


gress.  Already  there  exist  four  in  Paris,  of  which  two  are 
destined  to  serve  as  models.  The  plan  is  there  applied  to  manual 
labour  in  a  manner  truly  ingenious.  The  description  of  their 
proceedings  is  contained  in  the  last  number  of  the  Journal  of  the 
Society. 

We  have  been  able  to  procure  slates  and  pencils  of  the  best 
quality  and  the  lowest  price.  The  collection  of  lessons  is  com- 
pleting. 

M.  Frossard,  whose  zeal  and  services  have  merited  the  gra- 
titude of  the  whole  Society,  and  who  is  about  to  leave  France, 
has  undertaken  to  deliver  to  you,  gentlemen,  the  publications 
descriptive  of  the  labours  of  many  members  of  the  Society. 
We  cannot  better  acknowledge  the  services  of  M.  Frcssard,  in 
the  establishment  of  our  schools  and  the  direction  of  the  Nor- 
mal plan,  than  by  recommending  this  excellent  professor  to  your 
kind  attention. 

At  a  time  when  we  bad  to  encounter  numerous  obstacles, 
this  great  plan  of  improvement  has  been  developed,  and  has  ex- 
tended itself  in  a  manner  so  happy  and  so  rapid,  as  to  call  for  our 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  numerous  services  which  you 
have  rendered  us. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration, 

Gentlemen, 
Your  most  humble  and  obedient  Servants, 

BuarjEY,  President. 

Baron  De  Gekando,  Secretary  General. 

G.  F.  Cuvier. 

Mallet. 

Fkancceur. 

J.  Le  Bceitf,  Secretary. 


E.  Pa^e  14. 

Report  on  the  Establishment  of  Schools  in  Switzerland.    By 
P.  E.  Frossard,  of  the  British  and  Foreign  School  Society. 

Switzerland  is  without  dispute  one  of  the  European  coun- 
tries in  which  Education  is  most  highly  regarded;  not  only  as  it 
respects  those  persons  who  have  the  means  of  superior  instruc- 
tion, but  the  whole  body  of  the  people.  There  exists  in  every 
town,  however  small  it  may  be,  a  Charity  School,  where  youth 
may  receive  instruction  according  to  their  circumstances.  All 
the  children  from  six  years  of  age  are  expected  to  attend.  If 
they  neglect ;  their  parents  are  made  responsible,  they  pay  a  fine, 
or  lose  their  claim  to  the  relief  which  the  town  or  parish  affords. 
Notwithstanding  that  these  schools  are  extremely  numerous,  yet, 
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as  is  generally  the  case  on  the  old  system,  the  progress  of  the 
pupils  has  been  so  exceedingly  slow,  that  they  were  obliged  to  re- 
main on  the  forms  five  or  six  years.  Many  intelligent  persons  had 
Song  sought  for  the  means  of  rendering  instruction  more  expedi- 
tious and  more  agreeable  to  children,  but  their  efforts  were  un- 
successful. It  was  in  this  state  of  the  schools  that  the  British 
System  appeared  in  France. 

Scarcely  had  it  commenced  its  progress,  when  one  of  the 
most  enlightened  men  in  Switzerland,  Mons.  Le  General  La- 
harpe,  tutor  of  the  Emperor  Alexander,  sought  to  introduce  this 
improvement  into  his  own  country.  On  a  journey  which  he 
made  to  Switzerland,  he  persuaded  the  government  of  the  Can- 
ton de  Vaud  to  make  trial  of  a  system,  the  good  effects  of  which 
he  had  witnessed.  After  having  completed  a  course  of  public 
instruction  at  Paris,  and  having  ceased  to  direct  the  School  of 
Popincourt,  I  was  now  at  liberty,  and  was  chosen  by  General 
Laharpe  to  accomplish  his  benevolent  design.  On  my  arrival  at 
Lausanne,  I  found  many  persons  favourably  disposed  to  the  Sy- 
stem, and  many  inclined  to  oppose  it  as  an  innovation.  My  first 
care  was  to  remove  the  erroneous  opinions  which  had  been  en- 
tertained on  the  subject,  and  to  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  unite 
the  two  parties.  In  consequence  of  the  explanations  I  had  given, 
the  members  of  the  Grand  Council  and  the  Lower  united  ;  and 
being  determined  to  neglect  nothing  which  could  promote  the 
first  effort,  they  not  only  provided  for  the  necessary  expenses, 
but  gave  me  the  power  of  selecting  children  of  good  capacity 
from  the  schools  already  established.  In  a  few  days  the  School 
commenced.  The  situation  could  not  have  been  better  chosen. 
The  building  was  formerly  a  church,  in  which  the  first  sermon 
was  preached  in  favour  of  the  Reformation  in  Switzerland.  It 
was  prepared  for  C)0  or  100  youths.  On  the  first  day  of  my  en- 
gagement I  was  incommoded  by  the  number  of  visitors  brought 
thither  by  the  interest  they  felt  in  the  object,  or  by  curiosity.  In 
order  to  execute  my  duties,  I  was  obliged  to  lock  the  doors,  that 
no  person  might  be  admitted  but  the  Members  of  Government. 
Four  weeks  sufficed  to  form  the  Monitors,  when  I  opened  the 
School  to  all  the  children,  who  had  been  waiting  with  impatience 
for  the  moment  of  their  admission.  In  a  fortnight  they  were  ac- 
customed to  the  order  of  the  school,  and  went  through  their  ex- 
ercises with  surprising  regularity.  The  school  being  founded,  it 
was  opened  for  the  inspect'on  of  the  Public.  But  to  avoid  con- 
fusion it  was  necessary  to  divide  them  into  parties.  The  first  was 
reserved  for  the  Protestant  clergy.  The  Pastors,  to  the  number 
of  eight  or  nine,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  Mons.  the  Dean 
Currata,  came  to  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  zeal.  The  number  of 
children  was  complete,  and  all  observed  the  strictest  order.    I 
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then  commenced  an  explanation  of  the  plan  of  instruction;  aftet 
which  I  practised  the  .System  with  the  children  themselves  ; 
and  concluded  by  a  brief  description  of  the  happy  results,  which 
would  be  produced  by  propagating  the  System  in  its  ceconomy, 
the  progress  of  the  children ,  and  the  advancement  of  religion.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  pleasure  expressed  by  the  au- 
dience :  they  duly  appreciated  the  different  points  of  this  excel- 
lent mode  or  instruction,  and  looked  forward  with  eagerness  for 
the  time  when  it  should  be  generally  adopted  in  Switzerland, 
M.  the  Dean  Currata  rose  to  express  his  satisfaction.  He  ac- 
knowledged the  care  which  I  had  taken  in  the  establishment  of 
the  School ;  and  addressing  himself  to  the  children,  encouraged 
them  to  continue  their  exertions,  and  redouble  their  zeal  ;  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  which  had  been  provided  for 
them  with  the  most  gratifying  liberality.  To  testify  in  the  most 
pointed  manner  the  pleasure  which  he  felt,  he  engaged  them  to 
come  in  rotation  to  him,  and  gave  a  reward  to  each,  and  double 
to  the  Monitors, — the  reward  was  equal  to  \\d.  each. 

The  second  Meeting  was  reserved  for  the  Members  of  the 
Academic  Council.  After  explaining  the  System,  these  gen- 
tlemen congratulated  me  on  the  rapid  success  of  my  labours^ 
and  engaged  me  to  continue  in  the  work  which  I  had  com- 
menced. 

The  third  Meeting  was  appointed  for  the  Municipality,  at  the 
head  of  whom  the  Syndc  appeared.  At  the  appointed  time 
the  Members  arrived  :  not  satisfied  with  a  mere  explanation  of 
the  System,  they  examined  it  themselves.  They  directed  the 
children  to  write,  and  interrogated  them  on  the  different  points 
which  had  been  taught  them,  and  appeared  highly  satisfied  with 
this  first  attempt  to  establish  the  plan. 

From  this  moment, — reflecting  on  the  advantage  of  a  greater 
extension  of  the  System, — they  proposed  that  a  School  fur  500 
children,  which  might  become  a  model  for  all  the  Schools  in 
Lausanne,  should  be  planned  and  built  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

The  following  day  the  heads  of  Government  and  the  Mem- 
bers of  Council  visited  the  School:  they  were  also  extremely 
satisfied  with  the  deportment  of  the  children,  with  the  progress 
which  they  had  made  in  so  short  a  time  ;  and  confirmed  that 
which  had  been  proposed,  respecting  the  necessity  of  establish- 
ing a  School  for  500  children.  M.  Mourod  the  Landeman,  and 
General  Laharpe,  addressed  me,  to  express  the  pleasure  which 
they  experienced  in  seeing  the  attainment  of  their  wishes.  My 
object  being  accomplished,  I  surrendered  the  School  into  the 
hands  of  a  Master  whom  I  had  instructed,  and  engaged  him  to 
eiert  himself  zealously  to  sustain  an  establishment,  which,  as 
a  Model.,   would  afford  instruction  to  all  the  Masters  in  the 
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vernment a  plan  of  a  School  for  500  children,  which  they  ac- 
cepted, and  committed  to  the  Council. 

While  the  System  was  received  with  avidity  in  Lausanne, 
Schools  were  also  established  in  the  canton  of  Geneva.  The 
persons  interested  therein  applied  to  me  for  information,  and 
fearing  lest  they  might  be  disappointed  in  their  attempts  to  esta- 
blish the  plan,  I  considered  it  more  important  to  attend  perso- 
nally. I  then  made  a  journey  to  Geneva,  where  I  found  many 
persons  extremely  zealous  j  among  others  Mons.Pictetde  Roche- 
mont,  whose  life  is  consecrated  benevolence  : — a  School  had 
arisen  under  his  patronage  in  the  village  of  Lancey,  situated 
half  a  league  from  Geneva.  On  the  other  side,  at  Carouge 
(another  village  about  the  same  distance)  a  School  for  boys  and 
one  also  for  girls  were  in  activity  ;  and  at  Fribourg  a  School  for 
boys  was  established  by  M.  L'Abbe  Girard.  At  Geneva  itself 
a  School  for  about  120  boys  was  under  the  care  of  a  Master 
who  had  been  trained  at  Paris,  to  whom  I  gave  several  hints 
tending  to  rectify  the  principal  defects  of  his  school,  which  I  left 
in  a  prosperous  state. 
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BATH  AND  BATH-FORUM  FREE  SCHOOL. 

The  patronage  of  this  new  system  of  popular  Instruction  has- 
extended  from  the  throne  to  the  cottage.  But  the  blessing  has  not 
terminated  here  at  home.  While  the  wise  and  good  in  our  own 
country  have  united  hand  and  heart  in  this  salutary  work,  many  of 
the  surrounding  nations  have  caught  the  generous  spirit,  and  are 
at  this  moment  making  a  like  provision  for  the  moral  ameliora- 
tion of  that  large  proportion  of  their  subjects,  who  have  been  hi- 
therto regarded  only  "  as  the  beasts  that  perish,"  and  given  up 
to  the  combined  and  baneful  influence  of  ignorance  and  vice. 
Following  her  bright  example,  they  have  tacitly  acknowledged 
Britain  as  equally  paramount  in  acts  of  mercy  as  in  deeds  of 
arms;  and,  perhaps,  it  may  not  be  too  much  to  say,  that,  when 
the  recollection  of  her  late  illustrious  achievements  shall  be  lost 
in  the  events  of  future  ages,  and  the  mist  of  time  shall  have 
dimmed  the  splendour  of  her  recent  triumphs,  a  durable  record 
of  her  glory  will  still  be  read,  in  that  general  moral  improve- 
ment, which  she  shall  have  been  the  means  of  pouring  over  the 
civilised  world,  by  taking  the  lead  among  the  nations  of  Europe, 
in  Popular  Education. 

To  patronize  and  encourage  an  Institution  of  this  description, 
the  Committee  of  the  Bath  and  Bath-forum  Free  School  take 
the  liberty  of  soliciting  a  generous  and  enlightened  public,  bear- 
ing in  their  hands  testimonials  of  its  utility  and  success,  which 
they  confidently  hope  will  be  considered  as  furnishing  a  suffi- 
cient ground  for  such  an  appeal  on  behalf  of  their  establish- 
ment, and  a  strong  argument  for  the  continuance  of  favour  from 
its  friends  and  supporters.  They  present  to  the  public  a  list  of 
150  boys,  who  during  the  preceding  year  have  received  instruc- 
tion in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  sufficient  for  all  the 
purposes  of  their  humble  station  in  life;  have  been  taught  their 
duty  to  God  and  man,  daily  exercised  in  the  Floly  Scriptures, 
and  accustomed  to  a  proper  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  and  a 
regular  attendance  on  public  worship.  And  to  this  they  add 
another  list  of  295  male  children  of  the  poor  of  Bath  and  its  vici- 
nity, who  are  now  deriving  similar  advantages  in  the  same  place 
of. gratuitous  education.  They  remind  the  public,  that,  though 
their  comprehensive  plan  admits  the  offspring  of  poor  parents 
of  all  religious  denominations,  to  the  benefit  of  the  Bath  and 
Bath-forum  Free  School,  yet,  that  a  sacred  regard  is  paid  lo 
the  interests  of  the  Church  of  England ;  that  a  large  majority 
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of  the  Committee  consists  of  gentlemen  brought  up,  belong- 
ing, and  ardently  attached  to  the  Establishment. 

STATE  OF  THE  SCHOOL. 

Boys  admitted  during  the  last  year  -  -  20S 

Boys  left  School  last  year  -  -  -  150 

In  the  School  at  this  time  ...  205 

Total  admitted  since  the  commencement         -         -     917 

Stale  of  their  Learning. 

First  Class,  who  write  in  sand             -               -                -  10 

Second  do.  who  write  on  slates  &  read  words  of  2  letters  25 

Third  do.                                                                    3  letters  23 

Fourth  do.                                                                  4  letters  19 

Fifth  do.  read  Watts's  Hymns  &  Select  Lessons,  5  letters  9 

Sixth  do.  read  the  Testament,  write  words  of  2  syllables  f)3 

Seventh  do.  read  the  Bible,  write  words  of  3  or  4  syllables  6d 

Eighth  do.  best  readers,  write  in  Copy  Books  80 


]n  the  School         295 


In  Arithmetic. 

Boys  learning  the  Tables  -               -     22 

Ditto  Addition,  simple  and  compound     25 

Ditto  Subtraction           -  -          -     35 

Ditto  Multiplication  -                    17 

Ditto  Division         -  -             -      13 

Ditto  Reduction           -  -                   Q 

Ditto  Rule  of  Three  -             -4 


In  Arithmetic  122 


BATH,  GIRLS  FREE  SCHOOL. 

The  spirit  with  which  the  gratuitous  education  ol'  the  male 
children  of  the  poor  of  Bath  and  its  vicinity  had  been  under- 
taken, and  the  success  with  which  it  had  been  prosecuted  both 
at  the  Bath  National  School,  and  in  that  on  tiie  combined  plans 
of  Dr.  Bell  and  Mr.  Lancaster,  induced  some  benevolent  cha- 
racters in  this  city,  in  the  summer  of  1814,  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  establishment  of  a  similar  Institution,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  female  children  of  our  local  poor.     A  committee  of 
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ladies  was  accordingly  formed,  and  a  plan  digested  for  effecting 
this  desirable  purpose  :  a  house  in  Grove-street  was  engaged  to 
receive  the  children  ;  a  mistress  appointed  for  their  education} 
and  in  November  1814  the  School  was  opened  to  the  objects 
of  the  charity 

In  this  little  establishment,  founded  on  the  Briti-h  System  of 
Education,  (which,  while  it  facilitates  the  business  of  the  In- 
ctor,  awakens  attention  and  activity  in  the  children,)  the 
girls  are  taught  spelling,  reading  and  writing,  together  with 
knitting  and  plain  needle-work,  and  are  consequent.}'  qualified 
to  procure  a  decent  and  creditable  provision  for  themselves  when 
they  arrive  at  womanhood,  as  well  as  to  serve  the  community 
in  the  most  essentiai  way,  by  filling,  honestly  and  usefully,  those 
offices  in  society  -which  must  be  supplied  by  females  in  their 
humble  walks  in  life. 

This  little  establishment  (as  will  appear  from  the  annexed 
Schedule)  has  already  received  152  poor  girls  under  its  roof, 
working  as  it  were  in  secret,  unnoticed  and  almost  unknown  : 
it  has  afforded,  at  a  small  expense,  religious  and  useful  instruc- 
tion to  the  female  offspring  of  nearly  ICO  poor  families  in  hath 
and  its  vicinity,  and  been  the  happy  instrument,  under  Provi- 
dence, of  introducing  into  hovels  ?xd  cottages  (in  many  of  which 
the  duties  to  God  arc;  man  were  hitherto  unknown  or  disre- 
gard:,   some  iety,  some  knowledge  of  religious  and 

.  'al  cbligatk.  .  .  rne  perception  of  the  comforts  of  de= 
:     ind  order. 

SCHEDULE. 

':     -admitted  -  -  -152 

G:rlsleft  School  -  JS 


1 1    uoer  now  in  the  School     J4 


-  -   -         -          8 

■ econd  Class  -             ~         9 

■ 'third  Class  -                -        10 

FoDTrth  Class  -              ~         9 

I  iiih  Class  -                        1  1 

S     h  Class  -                      g 

■ Seventh  Class  -           -       JO 

£  ghth  Class  -                      S 


N.B.  The  children  are  admitted  by  recommendation  of  Sub- 
^fbars.  * 
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BELFAST. 

On  Saturday,  June  15th,  the  highly  gratifying  spectacle  of 
distributing  the  premiums  and  certificates,  to  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  children,  was  exhibited  in  the  School-house.  A 
number  of  respectable  persons  were  present  on  this  occasion. 
But  when  we  consider  the  nature  of  this  interesting  Seminary, 
and  the  perfection  to  which  it  has  attained,  we  were  mortified  to 
find  that  the  attendance  of  amiable  females,  who  gave  the  cheer- 
ing aid  of  their  countenance  to  this  triumph  of  the  School,  was 
greater  than  that  of  the  other  inhabitants  who  had  meritoriously 
exerted  themselves  for  its  establishment.  We  do  not,  however, 
withhold  our  praise  from  them  for  their  early  anxieties  for  its 
welfare — well  are  they  entitled  to  it — but  having  carefully 
watched  and  cherished  it  in  its  cradle,  we  did  expect  they  would 
also  have  cheered  it  in  its  maturity. 

The  most  fastidious  in  religious  matters,  of  whatever  pro- 
fession, could  here  find  no  objection.  All  must  have  been  gra- 
tified to  observe,  that  the  Bible  and  Testament  were  the  prin- 
cipal premiums,  which,  with  other  valuable  and  entertaining 
books,  seemed  to  be  received  by  the  animated  little  candidates 
with  a  peculiar  glow  of  satisfaction. 

After  the  distribution  of  the  premiums,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Carr  ad- 
dressed the  auditory  in  an  impressive  and  affecting  style. — We 
regret  that  our  limits  prevent  us  from  doing  justice  to  his  sen- 
timents. 

He  began  by  stating  with  what  pleasure  he  was  called  upon 
to  display  the  progress  and  utility  of  an  Institution,  which  pro- 
claims the  happy  invention  and  pure  philanthropy  of  its  founder, 
and  the  patriotic  spirit  of  its  friends  and  supporters;  which  afford- 
ed, he  said,  a  spectacle,  which  every  lover  of  his  country,  all  who 
are  interested  in  the  public  good,  must  rejo  ce  in,  and  anticipate 
from  it  numerous  blessings  ;  for  the  h  lppiness  and  comfort  of 
nations,  as  well  as  the  prosperity  of  individuals,  advance  or  de- 
crease in  proportion  as  the  seeds  of  knowledge  are  disseminated, 
and  the  boundaries  of  truth  and  error  are  defined  and  understood. 
And  it  was  a  most  pleasing  consideration  to  reflect,  that  the 
public  spirit  of  this  empire  has  encouraged  every  means  of  ri- 
pening the  affections  and  expanding  the  minds  of  the  unlettered 
poor. 

Amidst  the  varied  devices,  he  well  observed,  which  the  phi- 
lanthropist and  patriot  have  used,  to  extend  more  widely  the 
blessings  of  useful  learning,  and  render  the  lower  classes  of  so- 
ciety the  sons  of  virtue  and  intelligence,  the  System,  whose 
happy  effects  were  that  day  witnessed,  stands  pre-eminent.  Here 
we  may  behold,  accomplished  by  the  ingenuity  and  desultory 
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efforts  of  a  single  individual,  what  the  combined  energies  hi- 
therto of  senates  could  not  fully  effect — Here  might  be  seen  the 
beauty  and  utility  of  an  Institution  which  calls'  the  idle  wanderer 
from  the  street,  reclaims  the  vicious  and  profane  from  practices 
dangerous-  to  society,  and  upraises  on  the  ruins  of  ignorance  and 
depravity,  the  imperishable  edifice  of  moral  and  literary  great- 
ness. Here  the  inhabitant  of  the  lowly  cot,  the  offspring  of 
the  destitute  and  the  wretched — the  expected  inheritors  of  their 
parents'  misery — was  introduced  into  the  seats  of  improvement, 
and  made  to  participate  of  the  sweets  of  intellectual  lore.  Here 
the  little  quaneller,  the  puny  combatant,  the  youthful  profli- 
gate— drawn  from  scenes  of  strife  and  impiety — are  made  to  feel 
the  beauty  of  virtue,  the  comforts  of  peace,  and  the  dignity  of 
mental  worth. 

A  remarkable  feature  in  the  history  of  this  establishment  is, 
the  good  order  and  discipline  which  it  uniformly  promotes. — 
The  superiority  of  this  Institution  was  also  manifested  even  in 
its  rewards  and  punishments.  Whilst  every  incitement  is  offered 
to  the  ingenious  and  the  diligent — every  stimulus  afforded  to 
the  emulous  and  aspiring — there  is,  on  the  other  hand,  every 
tiling  adduced  that  can  shame  the  slovenly,  reprove  the  idle, 
check  the  mischievous,  and  awe  the  profane. 


BERMONDSEY. 

Your  Committee  are  highly  gratified  at  the  success  of  this 
particular  School,  where  as  many  instances  of  quick  improve- 
ment in  manners  and  acquirement  have  occurred,  as  in  any 
Schools  which  have  attempted  the  instruction  of  the  lower  orders 
of  society.  Children  who  have  been  turned  out  of  many  Schools 
in  the  neighbourhood,  as  ungovernable  and  untractable,  have 
been  here,  so  attached  by  kind  treatment  and  the  simplicity  and 
regularity  of  the  System,  as  to  become  the  most  regular  and  at- 
tentive of  our  scholars,  and  most  conspicuous  for  the  rapidity  of 
their  attainments. 

It  is  not  a  small  satisfaction  to  have  a  class  of  boys,  of  seven 
years  old  and  under,  who  can  read  the  Scriptures,  so  as  to  be 
understood  by  the  most  unlearned.  In  writing  and  arithmetic 
the  specimens  submitted  to  your  inspection  will  sufficiently 
prove  the  excellence  of  the  plan,  and  we  may  add,  the  diligence 
with  which  it  is  applied.  On  the  subject  of  religious  instruc- 
tion, your  Committee  have  the  satisfaction  to  state,  that  every 
chiid  is  required  to  attend  a  place  of  divine  worship  on  the  Sun- 
day; those  whose  parents  wish  them,  to  go  to  Church,  are  taught 
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the  Catechism,  and  taken  to  St.  John's  church  by  the  Master; 
the  others  mostly  go  to  some  Sunday  School  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, the  Master  having  a  check  on  their  regular  attendance. 


BIRMINGHAM.     Page  4. 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Schoolmaster. 

I  shall  with  pleasure  employ  all  the  means  in  my  power  to 
improve  and  practise  it  (the  British  System),  not  only  where  I 
am  usually  employed,  but  I  will  recommend  its  adoption  in  Sun-, 
day  Schools,  Day  Schools,  and  Evening  Schools,  whenever  and 
wherever  I  have  opportunity. 

With  the  view  of  making  the  Institution  I  attend  more  ge- 
nerally useful,  an  Evening  School  has  been  established.  I  have 
organized  a  Day  School  at  Dudley  upon  the  same  System,  which 
is  managed  by  my  eldest  son,  a  youth  about  fifteen  years  of  age. 
I  have  introduced  a  part  of  the  System  into  a  Sunday  School 
consisting  of  400  boys,  and  I  have  instructed  several  persons  foe 
Masters  during  the  last  year.  x 

An  Evening  School  was  opened  March  18th,  1S16.  We 
had  about  250  boys  for  some  time;  but  during  the  summer 
evenings  we  have  not  been  so  well  attended  :  however,  as  the 
winter  months  are  most  favourable  to  an  Evening  School,  we 
begin  now  to  anticipate  a  full  attendance. 

The  promoters  of  this  Evening  School  have  a  great  end  in 
view — that  of  inducing  the  people  to  make  an  exertion  in  their 
own  behalf,  for  they  well  know  that  thus  only  can  any  real  ser- 
vice be  rendered  to  them.  They  charge  three-pence  per  week 
for  each  boy  to  be  paid  in  advance,  that  those  who  are  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Institution  may  become  anxious  to  avail  themselves 
fully  of  its  advantages,  as  a  matter  of  right  and  not  of  charity.. 
It  is  scarcely  possible  to  confer  any  real  favour  on  those  persons 
who  would  attend  an  Evening  School,  if  we  ivere  to  impose  it 
upon  them  in  the  form  of  Charity,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  as- 
serting, that  the  Committee  of  the  Birmingham  Lancasterian 
Institution  will  confer  a  far  more  substantial  and  lasting  benefit 
upon  the  objects  of  their  solicitude,  by  placing  a  cheap  School 
within  their  reach,  than  by  opening  to  them  the  doors  of  a  Gha" 
rity  School.  With  this  Evening  School  we  shall  be  able  to  keep 
the  boys  in  view,  after  they  leave  the  Day  School,  till  their 
habits  become  fixed,  and  thus  prevent  them  from  losing  the  in- 
struction they  have  received.  It  requires  no  argument  to  prove 
the  advantages  of  the  plan  :  and  by  this  means,  in  addition  to 
what  has  been  already  done,  we  may  reasonably  hope  soon  to 
remove  that  ignorance,  which  is  one  of  the  werst  accompani- 
ments of  poverty. 
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Thus  will  the  moral  character  of  the  poor  be  improved;  and 
ihere  will  be  some  chance  of  bettering  their  condition,  by  cor- 
recting depraved  and  irregular  habits. 

No  material  alteration  has  taken  place  with  respect  to  the 
plan  of  teaching  :  but  in  consequence  of  some  parents  being  pre- 
judiced against  writing  upon  slates,  and  proposing  to  provide 
books  if  the  boys  might  be  permitted  to  write  in  them,  the  Com- 
mittee agreed  that  those  who  wrote  in  books  should  pay  for  them. 
The  boys  also  pay  for  slate  pencils. 

This  plan  was  adopted,  not  so  much  to  save  money  as  to  save 
time,  and  to  prevent  Monitors  from  being  kept  after  the  others 
to  prepare  them;  but  it  is  found  much  more  productive  than 
was  expected.  The  tickets  given  to  the  boys  for  best  reading, 
best  writing,  &c.  are  taken  for  pencils.  Cash  and  tickets  re- 
ceived for  pencils  and  cases  in  the  two  last  years,  amounted  to24/. 
[This  correspondent  has  also  invented  an  Arithmetical  machine 
for  performing  the  principal  rules,  simple  and  compound,  which 
is  highly  creditable  to  his  ingenuity,  and  may  frequently  be  used 
with  advantage.} 


BOSTON, 


It  is  with  no  small  degree  of  satisfaction,  that  the  Committee 
this  day  meet  the  Subscribers  to  this  Institution,  to  report  to 
them  and  to  the  public  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the 
business  committed  to  their  charge  on  the  27th  of  April  18  15, 
when  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  a^School  should  be  open- 
ed for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  poor  on  the  principles 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  School  Society. 

To  promote  the  views  of  the  Subscribers,  and  Commence  the 
work  of  Education  as  early  as  possible,  the  Committee  were  ac- 
commodated with  two  spacious  rooms,  free  of  expense,  by 
B.  Claypon,  esq.  who,  to  further  promote  the  object  in  view, 
purchased  a  piece  of  ground  in  an  eligible  situation,  that  the  Com- 
mittee might  erect  such  a  building  as  would  be  most  suitable 
for  the  intended  School;  and  by  the  Qth  of  October  the  same 
was  completed  and  fitted  up  in  two  distinct  apartments,  and 
opened  for  the  reception  of  children  of  both  sexes. 

By  the  liberal  aid  of  the  Patron,  the  President,  Vice-pre?i- 
dents,  and  by  other  donations,  the  greater  part  of  the  expense 
attending  the  building  and  fitting  up  of  the  School  has  been 
provided  for,  and  further  considerable  contributions  have  been 
made  at  different  chapels  in  Boston,  where  the  respective  mi- 
nisters, with  that  liberality  which  characterizes  the  true  Chris- 
tian, preached  sermons  in  recommendation  of  the  Charity:  and 
as  a  further  aid,  the  sum  of  50l.  18s.  6d.  was  raised  by  a  con- 
ceit and  ball : — by  all  which  the  Committee  have  been  able  to 
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reduce  the  debt  incurred,  after  having  provided  for  the  salaries 
of  the  Master  and  Mistress  of  the  School,  to  the  sum  of  1 18/« 

gs.Qld. 

The  Committee  are  happy  to  state,  that  the  mild  discipline  of 
the  School  is  not  found  incompatible  with  improvement  j  cor- 
poreal punishment  is  dispensed  with.  The  children  are  gene- 
rally anxious  to  get  to  School,  and  playing  truant  is  very  rare. 
They  are  stimulated  to  exertion  by  rewards,  and  by  precedence 
being  given  to  those  that  excel.  Many  parents  have  related 
with  what  pride  their  little  ones  exhibit,  on  their  return  from 
School,  their  ability  to  spell,  to  read,  and  to  write.  Specimens 
of  the  children's  writing  will  be  exhibited  for  inspection  j  and 
when  it  is  seen  what  progress  has  been  made,  the  Committee 
trust  the  Subscribers  will  agree  with  them,  that  there  is  great 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  attention  and  exertion  of  Mr.  Bos- 
worth  and  Miss  lieilby,  under  whose  tuition  the  same  has  been 
accomplished. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  new  School-room,  326  boys  have 
been  admitted  : — of  this  number  fifteen  have  gone  to  service  or 
apprenticeship,  eight  have  left  the  town,  nineteen  have  been 
withdrawn  by  their  parents,  and  two  have  been  expelled  the 
School.     Remain  in  the  School,  282. 

All  the  boys  now  in  the  School  (except  those  in  the  first 
class)  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  writing  on  slates,  and  of  those 
there  are  fifty  who  write  twice  a  week  upon  paper.  Of  the 
total  number  of  boys,  on  their  admission  284  were  unable  to 
write,  the  greater  part  of  whom  can  now  write  a  good  legible 
hand.    In  the  arithmetical  classes  the  number  is  ]  56. 

The  number  of  girls  which  have  been  admitted  is  270:  of 
this  number  fifteen  have  been  withdrawn  by  their  parents  j 
fourteen  have  left  the  town  ;  thirty-seven  have  gone  to  service  j 
and  two  have  been  expelled  the  School  for  bad  behaviour.  Re- 
main in  the  School,  202. 

Of  the  total  number,  on  their  admission  1 80  were  unable  to 
write.  Thirty  now  write  in  books,  and  forty-nine  are  in  arith- 
metic. 

Attendance  at  places  of  worship. 

Church 

General  Baptist  Chapel 
Methodist  Sunday  School 
Calvinist  Chapel 
Unitarian  Chapel 


Boys. 

Girls. 

-   154 

102 

1           96 

64 

iool        3 1 

28 

0 

8 

1 

0 

Total  282 

202 
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The  Committee  trust  the  arrangements  by  them  made  during 
the  past  year,  will  be  found  in  conformity  with  that  universal 
liberality  on  which  the  basis  of  the  School  was  founded. 

A  religious  observance  of  the  Sabbath  has  been  strictly  en- 
joined; but  in  no  instance  has  any  influence  been  exercised  to 
over- rule  the  inclinations  of  parents,  as  to  the  place  of  worship 
their  children  should  attend,  the  Committee  being  strongly  im- 
pressed with  a  belief,  that  it  is  better  to  promote  practical  Chris- 
tianity, than  to  disseminate  peculiar  tenets,  and  that  it  would  be 
to  war  against  nature,  to  inculcate  on  an  infant,  a  belief  in  that 
which  is  denied  by  its  parent.  Of  the  children  that  attend  the 
Established  Church,  a  considerable  number  are  regularly  taught 
the  Cat  echism  by  the  officiating  clergy. 


BRISTOL  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  a  general  review 
was  taken  of  the  past  history  and  present  situation  of  the  Boys 
School.  It  was  found  that  since  the  period  of  its  first  opening, 
in  the  year  1808,  nearly  two  thousand  children  had  been  ad- 
mitted, of  which  number  two  hundred  and  fifty  were  then  in 
regular  attendance.  It  appeared  also  that  the  system  of  edu- 
cation was  daily  becoming  more  and  more  efficient,  and  that 
the  improvement  of  the  pupils  was  propoitionably  accelerated. 

A  late  review  of  the  Girls  School  presented  a  result  equally 
satisfactory.  This  Institution  is  of  far  more  recent  date;  it  has 
not  existed  two  years  and  a  half.  About  five  hundred  girls,  how- 
ever, have  already  partaken  of  its  benefits^  and  its  utility  is  cir- 
cumscribed by  nothing  but  its  pecuniary  resources,  which  are  at 
present  scarcely  adequate  to  its  support.  Its  situation,  indeed, 
would  have  been  alarming,  had  it  not  been  for  the  munificence 
of  an  anonymous  individual,  who  sent  one  hundred  pounds  to 
the  Committee,  in  order  to  discharge  some  of  its  more  pressing 
incumbrances.  These  incumbrances  were  principally  caused 
by  the  expenses  of  fitting  up  the  School ;  and  as  they  will  not 
recur,  it  is  not  doubted  that  the  liberality  of  the  public  will,  io 
every  futur  year,  keep  pace  with  the  current  expenses. 

It  will  not  have  been  forgotten,  that  at  the  last  Meeting 
of  the  Society,  which  took  place  in  August  last,  a  most 
interesting  account  was  delivered  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Parent  Society  of  the  various  embarrassments  and  difficulties 
which  had  obstructed  its  progress  in  its  outset,  and  at  one 
period  had  even  threatened  its  complete  extinction.  Providence, 
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however,  did  not  permit  the  occurrence  of  an  event,  which 
would  have  "  shed  disastrous  twilight"  not  only  over  our  coun- 
try, but  over  the  other  nations  which  have  been  stimulated  by 
our  example.  It  raised  up  men  whose  hearts  were  prompt  al- 
most beyond  their  means,  to  cope  with  these  difficulties.  It 
will  be  remembered,  that  a  few  individuals  assumed  the  whole 
responsibility  of  a  debt  of  many  thousands,  and  were  contented 
to  trust  for  repayment  to  the  justice  and  liberality  of  their  coun- 
trymen. The  distinguished,  the  preeminent  part  that  was  taken 
in  this  season  of  difficulty,  by  Mr.  Joseph  Fox,  Secretary  of  the 
Society,  cannot  have  been  forgotten.  In  the  first  instance,  it 
appears  that  he  assumed  the  responsibility  of  the  burthen  alone, 
although  he  soon  met  with  others  who  were  anxious  to  divide 
with  him  this  hallowed  charge.  Of  him,  ala-i  !  we  may  nov*» 
speak,  without  fear  of  wounding  his  own  modesty,  or  of  being 
accused  by  others  of  flattery.  To  the  voice  of  human  applause 
his  ear  is  now  closed  ;  but  an  assembled  world  will  one  day  be 
witnesses  of  the  applause  and  the  recompense  which  he  will  re- 
ceive from  the  Master  whom  he  served,  and  who  has  graciously 
promised  that  he  will  consider  as  done  to  himself,  whatever  is 
done  for  the  least  or  the  humblest  of  his  brethren. 

The  friends  of  humanity  may,  however,  console  themselves 
with  the  reflection  that  "  no  good  effort  is  lost :"  the  seed  may, 
for  a  time,  lie  buried  in  the  earth ;  but  the  Fountain  of  Being 
has  imparted  to  it  a  principle  of  vitality  which  will  develop  it- 
self in  due  season,  although  it  be  for  the  present  veiled  from  the 
sight,  and  although  the  wintry  storm  may  retard  its  progress 
to  maturity.  The  enemies  of  human  improvement  might  as 
well  hope  that  "  by  setting  their  foot  upon  the  globe  they  might 
stop  its  diurnal  motion,"  as  that  they  should  ultimately  be  able 
to  resist  the  progress  of  moral  light  and  moral  truth.  We  are 
engaged  in  a  holy  cause.  Some  of  the  most  important  interests 
of  man,  both  for  this  world  and  for  futurity,  are  in  our  appre- 
hension connected  with  its  success j  and  whilst,  on  these  grounds, 
we  call  for  the  united  exertions  of  their  species,  we  commit  the 
final  result,  with  humble  confidence,  to  the  great  Ruler  and 
Disposer  of  events. 
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CAMBERWELL.    Page  4. 

Your  Committee  have  felt  the  importance  of  steadfastly  ad- 
hering to  the  first  principle  of  the  Society.  This  has  appeared 
to  them  a  plain  and  an  imperious  duty  ;  all  peculiarity  of  reli- 
gious opinion  has  been  excluded,  and  the  simple  object  has  been 
the  communication  of  knowledge.  The  children  have  been 
taught  to  read  the  Scriptures  :  to  this  an  ability  to  write  and 
cypher  has  been  added.  The  lessons  have  been  taken  from  the 
Bible  alone  :  these  it  is  hoped  will  be  impressed  upon  the  me- 
mory and  the  conscience,  and  that  future  years  will  demonstrate 
that  the  young  man  has  learnt  to  cleanse  his  way,  by  taking  heed 
thereto  according  to  God's  word. 

But  whilst  your  Committee  have  avoided  imposing  any  form 
of  worship  or  peculiarity  of  religious  opinion,  they  have  judged 
that  their  object  would  not  be  accomplished,  without  urging 
upon  the  children  an  observance  of  all  the  precepts  of  Christi- 
anity; and  considering  Sabbath-breaking  and  neglect  of  public 
worship  as  the  fruitful  source  of  every  crime,  they  have  felt  it 
incumbent  on  them,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bowyer-lane,  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  prevent  such 
an  evil.  At  the  first  establishment  of  the  School,  they  found 
in  the  majority  of  instances,  that  the  children  were  in  the 
habit  of  neglecting  the  duties  of  the  Sabbath ;  and  that  this 
was  to  be  traced  to  the  depraved  habits  of  the  parents,  who, 
in  many  cases,  used  their  example  and  authority  to  engage 
their  children  in  secular  concerns  on  that  sacred  day:  they 
have  had  therefore  great  difficulty  in  enforcing  one  of  the  pri- 
mary rules  of  the  Institution,  viz.  "  That  upon  any  boy's  ad- 
mission into  the  School,  his  parents  or  relations  shall  engage  to 
send  him  every  Sunday  to  the  place  of  worship  which  he  or 
they  may  prefer,  on  pain  of  exclusion,  unless  such  reason  for 
occasional  absence  be  g  ven,  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  Com- 
mittee." A  strict  investigation  on  this  subject  has  been  under- 
taken by  one  of  the  Members  of  your  Committee,  in  rotation, 
every  Monday  morning;  and  they  are  happy  to  say,  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  renewed  applications  to  the  parents,  and  remon- 
strances with  the  children,  the  evil  is  nearly,  if  not  quite,  anni- 
hilated. Had  your  School  done  no  more  than  prevent  this 
crime,  and  instil  into  the  minds  of  the  young  a  reverence  for 
"  the  Lord's  Day,"  your  Committee  conceive  that  their  labours 
and  your  expense  had  been  by  no  means  in  vain. 

Your  Committee  have  had  great  pleasure  in  witnessing  the 
rapid  progress  of  the  children,  in  those  humble  but  important 
and  primary  parts  of  knowledge  which  it  is  the  design  of  your 
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Institution  to  communicate.  There  are  some,  whose  extraor-f 
dinary  improvement  has  demonstrated,  that  superior  mental 
capacity  is  often  the  possession  of  the  poor.  They  have  been 
seen  qnickly  parsing  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  classes,  fin- 
ing, as  they  proceeded,  the  office  of  Monitors  to  those  who  were 
once  beyond  them,  aiding  the  Master  by  their  exertions,  and 
stimulating  the  scholars  by  their  example;  thus  benefiting  others, 
while  they  are  themselves  preparing  (did  Providence  present 
the  opportunity)  for  filling  very  useful  stations  in  society.  But 
your  Committee,  lest  they  should  be  charged  with  over-rating 
the  benefits  of  a  System  to  which  they  are  increasingly  attached, 
will  content  themselves  with  earnestly  inviting  your  minute  in- 
spection of  its  actual  operations;  and  are  persuaded  that,  inde- 
pendently of  a  few  instances  of  more  than  ordinary  progress, 
the  state  of  the  whole  School  will  prove  the  benefit  resulting 
from  a  scheme  which  ensures  constant  attention,  and  produce*; 
habitual  emulation.  But  they  cannot  forbear  to  notice,  what  is 
indeed  an  obvious  fact,  that  the  order  and  cleanliness  to  which 
the  children  were  at  first  obliged  to  submit  as  rules,  are  now 
formed  into  habits,  and  it  may  be  confidently  hoped,  that  you.' 
Society  will  realize  the  truth  of  an  inspired  encouragement  to 
such  exertions  :  "  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go,  and 
when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it." 

The  state  of  your  School  at  present,  is  as  follows: 
In  the  School  at  the  last  General  Meeting  -     158 

Admitted  since  -  -  -  88 

Dismissed    in  consequence  of  change  of  resU^ 

dence,  as  apprentices,  or  to  be  engaged  in  >       67 
some  manual  occupation  -  J 


Total     313 

The  whole  number  of  children  who  have  been  received  into 
your  Institution  since  its  establishment,  is  384. 

It  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  state,  that  of  234  girls,  who  have 
been  received  into  the  School,  one  only  has  been  expelled  fin- 
improper  conduct,  after  repeated  though  unavailing  admonition, 
r— The  Ladies  gladly  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity,  to  ex- 
press their  entire  satisfaction  with  the  conduct  and  ability  of 
their  Teacher 

Your  Committee  beg  further  to  mention,  that  in  consequence 
of  extreme  poverty,  many  parents  who  are  desirous  of  sending 
their  children  to  School,  find  it  impossible  to  provide  them  with 
decent  clothing,  which  has  given  rise  to  the  idea  of  forming  a 
Fund  for  the  purpose  of  giving  some  necessary  articles,  as  a  re* 
ward  for  good  conduct.     A  small  weekly  subscription  has  ac- 
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cardiogry  been  commenced,  and  they  confidently  hope  (his  re- 
newed appeal  to  the  benevolence  of  their  neighbours,  will  insure 
the  means  of  increasing  usefulness  to  the  rising  generation: 
that  the  naked  may  be  clothed,  the  unenlightened  instructed, 
and  (through  the  Divine  blessing  accompanying  these  feeble 
but  upright  endeavours  to  improve  the  condition  of  this  interest- 
ing parj  of  the  community,)  many  daughters  may  be  availingly 
taught  to  do  virtuously,  the  benefit  of  moral  and  religious  edu- 
cation be  abundantly  diffused,  and  a  rich  source  of  consolation 
opened  to  families  who  may  have  heretofore  lived  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  unacquainted  with  how 
much  it  is  their  interest,  as  well  as  duty,  to  regulate  their  lives 
by  the  precepts  of  the  Gospel. 


CAR  LIS  LK.     Page  4. 

Your  Committee  have  pleasure  in  reporting,  that  the  School 
is  still  conducted,  on  the  part  o  the  Master,  to  their  satisfaction. 
There  is  a  manifest  improvement  in  all  the  classes,  in  each  of 
which  there  have  been  several  instances  of  improvement  during 
the  course  of  the  last  year. 

There  is  one  object,  which  the  Committee  always  regard  as 
of  prime  importance  in  the  regulations  of  the  School — the  at- 
tendance of  the  Scholars  at  their  respective  places  of  Divine  wor- 
ship on  the  Sabbath  (.lay.  Hence  they  have  been  particularly 
prompt  and  diligent  in  the  adoption  of  every  means  likely  to 
secure  this  important  end.  They  have  succeeded  in  a  great 
degree  among  the  higher  classes  j  but  there  are  siill  many  de- 
faulters among  the  lower  classes,  and  which  can  only  be  reme- 
died by  a  hearty  co-operation  of.  the  parents  themselves.  To 
promote  this  co-operation,  the  Committee  have  personal  y  wait- 
ed on  the  parents  of  the  defaulters,  and  explained  to  them  their 
duties  as  we'll  as  the  duties  of  their  children.  If  they  have  not 
succeeded  to  the  extent  of  their  wishes,  still  they  have  the  sa- 
tisfaction to  feel  that  some  good  has  been  produced  — It  may  be 
obierved  that  in  the  distribution  of  rewards,  the  good  behaviour 
of  the  children  in  this  respect,  has  been  regarded  as  the  piinci- 
pal  ground  of  met  it.  They  attend  al  the  following  places  of 
public  worship. 

St    Cuthbert's  Church  -  -         82 

Annett well-street  Chapel       -         -         '1J 
Methodist  Chapel  -         -         -         2f) 

Roman  Catholic  Chapel         -         -  1J 

Your  Committee  have  also  to  state,  or  rather  to  remind  you, 
that  your  Treasurer,  authorized  by  a  General  Meeting,  remitted  ( 
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out  of  the  Funds  of  the  Institution  the  sum  of  "  Ten  pounds" 
as  a  donation  to  the  British  and  Foreign  School  Society,  towards 
assisting  them  in  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  under  which  they 
have  so  long  laboured*. 

CHARLBURY.     Page  4. 

The  first  object  which  engaged  your  Committee's  attention,  im- 
mediately after  their  appointment,  was  to  procure  a  place  which 
might  at  a  small  expense  be  titled  up  for  a  School-room.  In  this, 
however,  being  repeatedly  disappointed,  it  became  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  your  Committee,  that  the  best  plait  to  be  adopted 
would  be,  to  erect  on  a  part  of  the  "  Playing  Close"  an  entire 
new  building  for  the  purpose,  the  trustees  of  that  land  having 
granted  leave  so  to  do;  and  as  the  Funds  of  the  Society  were 
inadequate  to  the  defraying  of  the  whole  expense  of  such  an  un- 
dertaking, it  was  resolved  to  endeavour  to  raise  a  loan  for  the 
purpose,  to  the  amount  of  200/ ,  andt  hat  the  S  bscribers  there- 
to should  receive  legal  interest  for  their  respective  shares,  and 
annually  so  much  of  the  principal  as  the  state  of  the  Funds  may 
admit;  the  buildings,  in  the  mean  time,  to  stand  secured  to  such 
Subscribers,  until  the  whole  of  their  respective  shares  be  paid 
off. 

Your  Committee  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  state,  that  near- 
ly the  whole  amount  of  the  loan  has  been  subscribed,  on  the 
conditions  specified;  and  it  is  with  a  confident  degree  of  antici- 
pation, arising  from  a  firm  conviction  of  the  goodness  and  im- 
portance of  the  cause  in  which  they  with  you  are  engaged, 
that  they  most  earnestly  call  upon  you  for  such-increased  and 
liberal  exerti  ns  as  may  shortly  relieve  the  Institution  from  its 
present  debt,  and  thereby  place  it  on  a  firm  foundation. 

Owing  to  several  unavoidable  and  unforeseen  occurrences, 
the  building  was  not  begun  until  the  Jlih  of  May,  on  which 
day  the  first  stone  of  the  Chad  bury  British  School- room  wa$ 
laid,  in  the  presence  of  several  of  your  Committee.  The  build- 
ings were  nearly  completed  by  the  beginning  of  September,  and 
your  Committee  were  anxious  then  to  liave  opened  the  School, 
having  previously  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  suitable  Governess, 
and  who  they  expected  would  have  arrived  at  that  time  ;  but 
owing  to  unavoidable  disappointments,  they  were  compelled  to 
delay  so  desirable  a  measure  until  the  30th  of  October,  on  which 
day  the  School  was  opened ;  and  your  Committee  feel  recon- 
ciled thereto,  from  believing  that  no  material  inconvenience  has 
been  sustained  thereby. 

*  The  example  set  by  the  Committee  and  that  of  Godalming,  who  ?.n- 
nu^Uy  remit  2/.  2s.  to  the  Parent  Society,  would,  if  generally  adopted  by 
gchool  Committees,  prove  a  valuable  aid  to  the  support  of  foreign  objects. 
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CROYDON. 

It  is  with  a  degree  of  confidence  that  your  Committee  thus 
call  your  attention  to  the  general  effects  of  Education  on  the 
poor,  being  persuaded  that  there  marks  are,  in  degree,  appli- 
cable to  the  situation  of  the  poor  in  this  neighbourhood.  Who- 
ever will  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  subject,'  and  compare 
the  state  of  morality  among  them  a  few  years  back  with  its  pre- 
sent state,  will  doubtless  be  convinced  of  the  improvement.  The 
Sabbath,  which  was  formerly  spent  by  the  lower  classes  of  the 
people,  in  various  kinds  of  disorderly  dissipation,  is  now  compa- 
ratively quiet,  and  devoted  to  the  duties  of  religion.  The  chil- 
dren no  longer  loiter  away  their  time  in  the  streets  in  idleness, 
or  consume  it  in  gambling  and  other  diversions  which  corrupt 
their  tender  minds,  but  employ  it  at  home,  in  reading  to  their 
parents  those  Scriptures,  which,  for  want  of  the  advantages  of 
education,  many  of  them  are  unable  to  read  for  themselves. 
Since  such,  then,  are  the  effects  of  education,  are  we  not  loudly 
called  upon  to  exert  ourselves  in  supporting  a  cause,  in  which 
not  only  the  good  of  the  poor,  but  of  society  in  general,  is  so 
much  concerned  ? 

It  is  far  from  the  intention  of  your  Committee  to  draw  com- 
parisons between  this  and  other  Institutions,  which,  though  con- 
ducted on  different  plans,  have  the  same  object  in  view.  We 
sincerely  wish  prosperity  to  every  Society  which  has  for  its  ob- 
ject the  religious  and  moral  education  of  the  poor.  The  bene- 
fits of  your  Institution  are  confined  to  no  particular  religious  per- 
suasion. The  principles  it  inculcates  are  the  unsophisticated 
doctrines  of  the  Gospel.  The  only  religious  observance  which 
it  enforces,  and  to  which  great  attention  has  been  paid,  is  the 
regular  attendance  of  the  children  at  that  place  of  worship  to 
which  their  parents  may  be  attached. 

The  total  number  of  boys  who  have  been  admitted 

into  the  School  is  -  -  -  226 

The  number  who  have  received  Education  at  the 

School,  and  have  now  left  it,  is         -  *     103 

Leaving  the  number  now  in  the  School     123 


DERBY. 


The  Committee  have  reason  to  regret  the  negligence  and  in- 
attention of  their  late  Master ;  and  the  consequences  were  exhi- 
bited during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  in  the  irregularity  and 
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disorder  of  the  School  itself.  Other  circumstances  occurred  in 
his  conduct  to  render  his  removal  neressary,  and  the  Committee 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  engage  the  present  Master  (Mr.  J. 
Goodrick)  to  supply  his  place.  Under  the  active  superiojten- 
dance  of  Mr.  Goodrick  the  School  was  quickly  re-organized, 
and  has  continued  to  improve  in  order  and  discipline  since  he 
undertook  its  management.  The  increased  progress  of  the  chil- 
dren has  corresponded  to  his  exertions,  and  the  establishment  is 
at  present  in  a  state  which  affords  great  satisfaction  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  number  of  boys  now  in  the  School  is  13  more  than 
was  announced  in  the  Report  of  last  year,  and  the  punctuality  of 
attendance  is  very  greatly  improved.  Since  the  1st  of  April 
1815,  166  boys  have  been  admitted,  and  153  have  left  the 
School :  of  these,  2/  are  now  at  work  ;  24  have  been  removed  to 
other  Schools  (generally  to  those  where  a  more  extensive  scheme 
of  education  is  professed);  4  have  left  on  account  of  illness;  2 
from  the  distance  having  been  found  too  great;  2  have  been  ex- 
pelled ;  and  81  were  taken  away  previous  to  the  dismissal  of  the 
late  Master,  and  chiefly,  it  is  believed  by  the  Committee,  in 
consequence  of  his  negligence  and  the  want  of  improvement 
in  the  children.  The  number  of  scholars  now  on  the  Admis- 
sion book  is  247  :  of  these,  120  attend  the  Sunday  Schools  and 
the  worship  of  the  Established  Church;  the  others  frequent  the 
Sunday  Schools  and  the  worship  of  the  Dissenting  Meeting 
Houses. 


DITCHLING. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  at  our  last  Annual  Meeting  Mr. 
Robert  Chatfield  benevolently  and  generously  offered  to  erect  a 
School-room  for  girls,  if  gentlemen  and  ladies  would  raise  by 
subscription  a  sufficient  sum  to  defray  the  expenses  of  female 
education.  A  subscription  for  this  laudable  and  important  pur- 
pose was  immediately  commenced,  which  gave  Mr.  Chatfield 
encouragement  to  proceed  in  his  charitable  and  honourable  pur- 
pose. It  is  however  to  be  particularly  remarked,  that  the  sub- 
scription then  entered  into,  was  far  short  of  what  would  be  ade- 
quate for  the  perfection  of  the  plan,  though  Mr.  Chatfield  took 
upon  himself  the  entire  expense  of  erecting  the  building,  and 
fitting  it  up  for  the  purpose.  As,  however,  the  ploughman, 
ploughs  in  hope;  so  hope  was  necessary  in  this  business: — it  was 
thought  a  reasonable  expectation  that  subscriptions  would  in- 
crease, and  it  was  determined  to  proceed  and  lay  the  foundation 
of  the  Ditchling  Female  School.  The  work  was  immediately 
set  about,  and  in  a  few  months  it  was  erected.    "When  it  was 
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about  to  be  opened,  Mr.  Greene  was  authorized  to  procure  from 
the  Borough  School,  slates,  books,  and  other  necessary  articles; 
which  being  done,  the  Ditchling  School-room  for  the  educa- 
tion of  girls  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  sewing,  marking  and 
knitting,  (built  and  fitted  up  at  the  sole  expense  of  Robert  Chat- 
field,  esq.)  was  opened  for  the  said  purpose  on  Monday,  January 
the  22nd,  1816,  which  we  hope  will  be  the  means  of  a  great  and 
an  everlasting  benefit. 

The  Committee  met  and  opened  the  Girls  School  by  the  re- 
ception of  twenty-five  female  scholars;  and  since  that  time,  at 
different  periods,  they  have  admitted  twenty-seven.  The  num- 
ber of  girls  in  the  School  at  present  is  fifty- three;  the  number  of 
boys  in  the  Boys  School  is  ninety-four;  so  that  there  are  now  in 
the  Schools  147  children  of  Ditchling  and  its  neighbourhood, 
who  through  the  means  of  your  charitable  bounty  are  receiving 
the  valuable  benefits  of  education. 

One  hundred  and  twelve  boys  have  been  admitted  since  the 
commencement  of  the  School,  January  30th,  1815.  Seventeen 
have  left  for  various  employments,  one  is  dead,  and  ninety-four 
remain  in  the  School. 

PROGRESS. 

The  number  of  boys  now  capable  of  reading  the^ 

Scriptures,  (fifty-nine  of  whom   could  not  >     73 
read  when  they  entered  the  School)  J 

In  the  5th  or  Easy  reading  Class  -  -     1 8 

In  the  3d  or  Three-letter  Class        -  3 

Total    94 

The  number  of  boys  who  write  on  paper      -        -     51 
The  number  of  boys  in  arithmetic  -  -     84 

The  number  of  boys  learning  their  combination  of 

figures  -  -  -  -     23 

Fifty-three  girls  have  been  admitted  since  the  commencement 
of  the  School,  January  the  22nd,  1816.  They  have  been 
making  equal  progress  with  that  of  the  boys.  Many,  who 
can  now  read,  write,  sew,  mark  and  knit,  were  incapable  of 
doing  either  when  they  first  entered  the  School. 


EAGLE  STREET,  LONDON. 

A  School  having  been  established  in  the  neighbourhood,  ex- 
clusively for  chimney-sweeps,  about  twenty  boys  of  that  descrip- 
tion, who  had  received  the  first  and  most  difficult  part  of  their 
education  in  this  School,  left  and  went  to  the  National  School. 
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The  masters,  however,  of  some  of  the  boys  have  acknowledged 
with  thankfulness  the  instruction  they  had  received;  saying,  they 
were  sorry  to  have  removed  them,  but  were  forced  so  to  do  or 
lose  their  custodiers,  the  principal  of  whom  were  the  institutors 
of  that  School,  and  insisted  on  the  children  being  sent  there. 
Some  of  the  masters  have  since  expressed  their  decided  attach- 
ment and  preference  to  this  Societt/,  by  requesting  that  their  boys 
might  be  received  back  again ;  which  has  been  accordingly  done. 
The  Committee  have  also  received  pleasing  letters  from  the 
parents  of  some  of  the  children  who  have  left  the  School,  ac- 
knowledging with  thankfulness  the  education  their  children  had 
received.  These  things  are  mentioned  as  testimonies  to  the 
good  that  is  doing,  and  as  stimulating  to  greater  exertions: — 
much  good  has  already  been  done,  but  much  remains  yet  to  be 
accomplished. 


FARNHAM  FEMALE  SCHOOL  OF  INDUSTRY. 

During  the  past  year,  194  have  been  entered  upon  the 
School  books;  of  whom  35  have  left  the  School,  and  there 
now  remain  159, — a  number  considerably  exceeding  that  of  the 
last  year,  and  evincing  the  progressive  prosperity  of  the  Institu- 
tion, and  the  advancement  of  its  claims  to  general  attention. 
Already  the  School  has  extended  the  means  of  instruction,  in 
three  years,  to  240  children ;  and  the  increased  regularity 
of  their  attendance  and  desire  of  improvement  in  the  past  year, 
evince  most  clearly  that  the  general  advantages  of  education 
are  more  duly  appreciated. 

It  has  fallen  to  their  lot,  in  their  visits  to  the  abodes  of  po- 
verty, to  be  cheered  and  encouraged  by  the  unsolicited  decla- 
ration of  many,  of  the  pleasure  they  have  derived  from  listening 
to  the  Sacred  Scriptures  read  by  their  children,  after  the,  labour 
of  the  day  is  over — a  circumstance  which  cannot  but  be  attend- 
ed by  beneficial  moral  effects  on  their  character,  and  which  de- 
monstrates at  once  the  utility  of  general  education,  as  well  as 
the  advantages  arising  from  the  distribution  of  the  inspired  vo- 
lume, in  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  present  generation  of 
mankind,  and,  a  fortiori,  in  improving  the  character  of  the  suc- 
ceeding. In  general,  the  Bibles  distributed  appear  to  have  been 
perused  with  attention  : — and  in  one  instance,  a  little  girl  has 
ornamented  the  first  blank  leaf  of  her  Bible,  with  the  concise 
petition  of  David,  "  Lord,  open  thou  mine  eyes,  that  I  may 
behold  wondrous  things  out  of  thy  law" — a  petition  most  ad- 
mirably addressed  by  the  tender  judgement  of  infancy  to  that 
gracious  Being,  "  from  whom  all  holy  desires,  all  good  counsel, 
and  all  just  works  do  proceed."     On  being  asked  where  she 
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had  found  this  prayer,  she  immediately  pointed  to  the  verse 
which  contains  it,  in  the  I  19th  Psalm.  Other  pleasing  effects 
might  be  adduced  ;  but  these  only  are  specified  with  a  view  of 
proving  that  a  grand  morai  machine  is  in  motkm  and  that  it  re- 
quires only  an  attention  to  the  source  of  lit  powr  and  the  detail 
vf  its  operation:  to  ensure  its  unlimited  success,  t  is  a  fact, 
that  many  of  -.he  children  of  the  Female  School  of  Industry 
are  now  engaged  in  the  pleasing  employment  of  tej<  hing  their 
parents  to  read — rhar  several  have  already  communicated  to 
them  such  a  degree  of  common  knowledge,  as  10  enable  them 
to  peruse  with  facility  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  that  many  others 
ate  extremely  anxious  to  imitate  their  example!  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  estimate  all  the  good  which  will  result  from  this  most 
simple  Adult  Institution,  and  which  has  already  received  the 
sanction  of  experience.  Thus  the  treasures  of  knowledge  will 
be  rendered  accessible  even  to  the  present  generation ;  and  that 
knowledge  will  not  fail  to  diffuse  moral  light  and  truth,  and 
awaken  the  heart  to  the  beauty  of  piety,  and  the  value  of  moral 
worth  and  virtue. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  connected  with  the  instruction  of  the 
poor,  and  which  has  been  related  to  your  Committee  on  un- 
questioned authority,  that  the  general  deportment  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  district  is  improved,  that  they  are  more  intelligent, 
more  civilised,  more  respectful  to  their  superiors,  and  more  mo- 
ral and  principled  in  their  conduct.  1  his  pleasing  truth,  too,  is 
attested  by  the  agriculturists  of  the  neighbourhood,  who  assert, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  continuance  of  the  occasional  incur- 
sions of  youthful  depredators,  yet  that  this  evil  has  been  sensibly 
diminished  since  the  establishment  of  the  Schools.,  and  that  they 
suffer  from  the  petty  offences  of  children,  in  a  degree  greatly 
inferior  to  what  they  formerly  did;  a  fact  which  proves  the  be- 
neficial effects  resulting  from  the  employment  and  the  general 
education  of  the  labouring  classes. 

The  concerns  of  this  Institution  shall  be  directed  by  the  fol- 
lowing regulations :    viz. 

1.  The  Mistress  shall  belong  invariably  to  the  Established 
Church*. 

2.  The  books  to  be  used  in  the  School,  shall  be  such  only  as 
are  consistent  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Establishment,  and  which 
do  not  interfere  with  the  prejudices  of  different  denominations 
of  ChriMiaii^:  such  as  the  Bible,  the  Testament,  Dr.  Watts's 
Divine  Songs,  (as  published  by  the  Society  for  promoting  Chris- 
tian Knowledge)    and  Dr.  Watts's  (  atechisms  for  Children. 

3.  No  other  books  or  documents  may  be  used  in  the  School, 

*  This  decided  preference  to  one  religious  sect  is  the  only  alloy  to  that 
pure  satisfaction  which  this  interesliag'report  is  calculated  to  afford  ta 
every  liberal  micd. 
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unless  they  shall  have  been  openly  produced  at  a  General  Meet- 
ing of  Subscribers,  and  unanimously  approved  at  the  next  fol- 
lowing General  I'. eating. 

4.  All  the  children  shal  attend  Divine  Service  twice  on  even- 
Sunday  ;  viz;  these  of  the  Established  Church  to  be  conducted 
to  Church  by  the  Mistress ;  and  those  who  are  Dissenters,  at 
their  s-veral  places  o\  worship,  attended  by  a  Monitor.  And  if 
any  of  the  children  shall,  without  sufficient  excuse,  tail  to  com- 
ply with  this  regulation,  it  shall  be  a  discretionary  ground  of  ex- 
pulsion from  the  School. 


GODALMING. 

Amid  all  the  various  institutions  in  this  country  fur  allevi- 
ating the  miseries  and  increasing  the  comforts  of  our  fellow- 
men,  the  number  and  excellence  of  which  are  alike  so  much 
to  the  honour  and  renown  cf  Britons,  none  surelv  can  rank 
higher  in  the  scale  of  utility  than  those  Institutions  which  ex- 
tend the  blessings  and  benefits  of  education  to  all  around  them: 
for,  as  it  has  justly  been  remarked  in  another  place  on  a  similar 
occasion,  their  "  operation  is  not  temporary,  bat  permanent:  — 
not  affording  the  precarious  assistance  of  an  hour  or  a  day,  but 
operating  upon  the  whole  career  of  life:"  and,,  it  may  be  added- 
not  upon  this  life  onlv,  but  also  upon  that  which  is  to  come  : 
for  ever)'  fact,  both  ancient  and  modern,  which  bears  on  the 
subject,  proves  that  the  most  vicious  of  mankind  have  generally 
been  the  most  ignorant. 

With  these  and  similar  facts  in  view,  who  can  doubt  the  po- 
licy of  universal  education  r  But  should  any  doubt  remain, 
your  Committee  appeal  for  its  final  dispersion  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  last  Anniversary  of  the  British  and  Foreign  School  Soci- 
ety, held  at  the  London  Tavern.  This  was  a  day  of  high  sa- 
tisfaction to  all  the  supporters  of  unrestricted  education,  to  all 
those  who  delight  in  the  reflection  that  their  scheme  embraces 
within  its  sphere  every  individual  in  need  of  instruction.  Yet 
your  Committee  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  they  consider  the  sup- 
porters of  the  restricted  Schools  as  their  valuable  coadjutors; 
and  they  trust  the  effect  of  their  united  labours  will  be  more 
and  more  clearlv  testified,  by  the  increasing  good  order  of  that 
class  of  people  for  whose  benefit  these  Institutions  are  designed: 
for  certain  your  Committee  are,  that  the  evils  of  society,  aris  rig 
from  the  moral  depravity  of  the  people,  are  not  to  be  cured  bv 
peual  statutes,  but  by  the  gradually  unfolding  effects  of  univer^l 
education.  Give  moral  elevation  to  the  character,  remove  gross 
ignorance,  and  substitute  in  its  place  that  cultivation  01  rfee 
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mind,  under  which  every  man  will  feel  with  increased  force 
those  convictions  that  would  deter  him  from  evil; — accomplish 
these  things,  and  we  shall  soon  observe  the  happy  effects  that 
will  result,  for  the  power  of  resisting  evil  will  be  greatly  in- 
creased, while  its  attacks  will  be  deprived  of  their  most  destruc- 
tive force. 

The  Committee  of  the  Godalming  Subscription  Girls  School 
feel  much  pleasure  in  delivering  to  the  Subscribers  the  Third 
Annual  Report  of  their  proceedings;  as  they  have  had  the  satis- 
faction of  observing  continued  good  order  and  improvement  in 
the  children  under  their  care. 

If  the  subject  of  general  education  were  not  of  infinite  impor- 
tance and  universal  extent,  it  would  be  a  theme  already  exhaust- 
ed :  but  the  more  your  Committee  consider  its  influence  on  the 
rising  generation,  the  more  real  satisfaction  they  feel  in  antici- 
pating the  beneficial  effects  it  will  produce  on  general  society; 
for  among  the  most  abject  and  destitute  of  our  present  poor, 
few  instances  will  be  found  in  which  the  causes  have  not  arisen 
from  total  ignorance  and  want  of  early  habits  of  good  order, 
which  the  present  plan  of  education  is  particularly  intended  to 
produce. 


HALIFAX. 


Taele, — showing  the  Number  of  Children  under  Education  in 
the  Schools  each  Year,  and  their  Religious  Denominations. 


1813-14 

1814-15 

1815-16 

75 

73 

70 

113 

67 

62 

188 

138 

125 

63 

48 

38 

36 

V 

19 

27 

23 

22 

Religious  Denominations. 


of  the  Established  Church. 

Independent  Congregation. 

Methodist  Society. 

Salem  Methodist  Society. 

Unitarian  Chapel. 

Baptist  Chapels. 


502 


376 


336 


Total  1214  Children. 


It  appears  from  this  Table,  that  the  Schools  correspond  with 
their  nameanddesign, — that  they  are  open  to  the  children  of  the 
poor  of  all  religious  denominations,  without  distinction,  prefe- 
rence, or  disqualification  on  account  of  the  particular  religious 
views  of  their  parents.  And  it  will  be  seen  by  this,  and  by  the 
preceding  Reports,  that  the  great  and  leading  object  of  the  In- 
stitution is  to  teach  the  poor  to  read  the  Scriptures.  These  we 
all  equally  regard  as  the  only  standard  of  religious  truth.    And 
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though,  perhaps,  strictly  speaking,  each  denomination,  as  such, is 
interested  in  these  Schools,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  poor 
scholars  belonging  to  that  denomination,  yet  there  is  a  higher 
and  a  common  interest  to  which  we  all  aspire.  We  know  who 
hath  said,  "  Ye  have  the  poor  always  with  you." 

It  is  our  common  object  in  these  Schools,  to  enable  the  chil- 
dren of  the  poor  to  read  the  records  of  salvation  in  their  mother 
tongue.  This  great  design  we  keep  before  us  with  singleness 
of  view  5  and  to  accomplish  it  we  unite  with  cordial  and  active 
co-operation,  desirous  of  experiencing  and  exemplifying  that 
"  as  we  have  many  members  in  one  body,  so  we  being  many 
are  one  body  in  Christ." 

HERTFORD. 

The  instant  our  intentions  were  known  (to  form  a  Girls 
School),  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants  became  interested.  The 
poor  in  general  hailed  the  Institution  with  tears  of  grateful  af- 
fection. They  vied  with  each  other  in  eager  desire  to  pro- 
cure the  admission  of  their  children,  and  seemed  to  pour  forth 
the  fulness  of  their  hearts  in  invocations  of  blessings  on  the 
heads  of  those  who  formed  the  School. 

They  each  paid  with  great  readiness  one  shilling  entrance 
towards  fitting  up  the  School-room,  and  agreed  to  pay  one  penny 
per  week  afterwards  towards  the  general  expenses.  The  sur- 
plus of  our  funds  (if  any)  to  be  given  them  as  rewards  in  arti- 
cles of  clothing.  The  extremely  cheerful  manner  in  which  they 
paid  their  money,  demonstrates  the  existence  of  that  proper  feel- 
ing in  the  minds  of  the  parents,  which  we  hope  will  secure  their 
co-operation  with  us ;  and  while  by  these  small  contributions 
the  funds  are  essentially  benefited,  the  idea  of  paying  for  the 
education  of  their  children  generates  a  feeling  of  independence 
in  them,  which  on  many  accounts  it  seems  desirable  to  cultivate. 
With  the  conduct  of  the  poor  we  have  ample  reason  to  be  satis- 
fied. One  cannot  help  regretting  that  they  cannot  be  permitted 
to  follow  their  good  desires  without  control.  The  opening  of 
our  Boys  School  procured  the  establishment  of  one  in  connexion 
with  the  National  Society.  I  had  calculated  on  a  similar  result 
to  our  efforts  in  the  present  case:  the  correctness  of  this  expec- 
tation is  about  to  be  verified.  Our  School  commenced  on  the 
Qth  of  October,  with  100  Scholars.  The  number  has  gradually 
increased  to  120.  The  progress  the  children  have  already  made, 
in  about  five  weeks,  is  highly  flattering  to  our  hopes,  and  no  less 
so  to  our  super-intendants.  The  great  utility  of  Miss  Spring- 
man's  services  is  every  day  apparent,  and  we  shall  avail  ourselves 
of  your  permission  to  retain  her  to  complete  the  month. 
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BOYS   SCHOOL. 

The  number  admitted  into  the  School  since  its  formation,  is 
nearly  300.  Of  these,  upwards  of  fifty  have  attained  the  object  of 
the  School  in  its  full  extent,  and  are  employed  in  procuring  their 
own  maintenance.  A  considerable  number  have  been  deprived  of 
the  benefits  Of  the  Institution  to  the  degree  we  desired,  by  pre- 
mature removal,  occasioned  solely  by  the  indigence  of  their 
parents,  which  compelled  them  to  sacrifice  the  improvement  of 
their  children's  minds  for  the  pecuniary  advantage  of  their  la- 
bour. Some  have  removed,  and  a  few  have  been  expelled  for 
irregular  aliendance.  From  some  of  their  parents  I  have  received 
most  flat  te ring  acknowledgments  of  the  great  advantages  their 
children  have  received. 

An  additional  School  has  been  opened  in  a  neighbouring 
town,  from  whence  some  of  our  scholars  came.  The  average 
number  in  course  of  attendance  is  ninety-three.  The  majority 
of  them  belong  to  Sunday  Schools  ■  this  we  endeavour  to  en- 
courage, as  it  secures  their  attendance  at  the  house  of  God,  and 
the  remainder  are  peremptorily  required  to  attend  at  some  place 
of  worship  on  the  Sabbath.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  ab- 
sentees from  Church  or  Chapel  seldom  exceed  two  or  three  in  a 
month.  They  are  examined  on  this  subject  every  Monday  morn- 
ing, and  such  as  are  capable  are  required  to  repeat  the  texts  of 
the  sermons  they  have  heard.  Some  very  gratifying  instances 
of  great  attainment  in  moral  improvement  in  the  character  of 
the  boys  have  occurred,  by  which  the  vast  importance  of  these 
Institutions  is  clearly  demonstrated. 

There  are  several  who  have  made  great  attainments  in  writing 
and  arithmetic,  whereby  they  are  fitted  for  respectable  situations 
in  business.  One  lad  now  in  the  School,  whose  age  is  13,  has 
in  the  last  fourteen  months  gone  through  WalKingham's  Arith- 
metic, from  the  beginning  as  far  as  the  extraction  of  the  roots 
of  all  powers.  He  has  attended  half-days  only,  being  obliged 
to  work  hard  all  the  rest  of  bis  time.  Moreover,  a  very  consi- 
derable superiority  of  behaviour  has  often  been  noticed,  over 
those  who  are  destitute  of  instruction. 


HIBERNIAN  SOCIETY. 

Th  e  Committee  are  persuaded,  that  the  approved  System  upon 
which  the  Society's  Schools  have  been  established,  the  constant 
and  vigilant  inspection  to  which  they  are  subjected,  and  the  evi- 
dent benefits  which  they  have  produced  on  the  minds  and  ha- 
bits of  the  children,  have  powerfully  tended  to  the  enlargement 
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of  (he  Society's  operations  in  Ireland.  Designs  so  benevolent, 
and  results  so  pleasing  and  important,  must  be  impressive  and 
efficacious;  and  accordingly  they  have  been  found  to  stimulate 
many  respectable  individuals  in  our  sister  country,  toco-operate 
with  the  Hibernian  Society  in  the  formation  of  Schools  for  edu- 
cating the  children  of  the  poor,  under  a  well-grounded  hope  of 
meliorating  the  condition  of  the  lower  classes  of  society,  and  of 
producing  the  most  beneficial  and  important  effects  on  the  po- 
litical and  moral  interests  of  their  country. 

The  present  state  of  the  Schools  is  reported  to  the  Commit- 
tee, to  be  such  as  to  admit  of  the  most  favourable  representation 
being  made  of  them.     A  correspondent  of  the  Society  writes 

thus  : — "  In  a  School  at  S there  are  U7  children  :   their 

parents  in  general  are  so  poor  that  the  education  of  their  chiU 
dren  would  have  been  neglected,  and  so  depraved,  that  their  ex- 
ample might  have  had  a  fatal  influence  on  their  offspring. 
These  children  are  almost  literally  new  creatures  : — never  did  I 
witness  such  a  change.  Filth  has  given  place  to  cleanliness  ; 
forwardness  the  most  indelicate,  to  a  meekness  and  modesty  the 
most  engaging.  Their  proficiency  in  the  Scriptures  is  very 
pleasing;  and  from  the  answers  they  give,  and  thes  triking  change 
in  their  whole  deportment,  it  may  be  hoped  that  God  has  writ- 
ten his  truth  on  their  heart." 

From  the  Schools  the  word  of  God  extends  an  enlightening 
and  purifying  influence  to  the  cottages,  and  penetrates  the  strong 
holds  of  ignorance  and  superstition.  The  New  Testament  is  the 
school-book  for  the  children,  their  parents  are  pleased  at  hear- 
ing it  read  to  them;  it  speaks  for  itself;  their  attention  is  en- 
gaged, they  soon  perceive  that  it  is  not  that  pernicious  thing 
they  were  taught  to  believe  it  was;  prejudice  subsides,  and  ad- 
miration increases  to  an  affectionate  attachment  and  sincefe  re- 
verence for  the  word  of  God;  which,  but  for  the  Schools,  they 
probably  would  never  have  heard  of.  And  so  sensible  of  the 
value  of  the  Schools  to  their  children  have  some  parents  been, 
that,  when  distance  and  the  severity  of  the  season  would  have 
prevented  the  children  from  travelling  to  the  Schools,  their  pa- 
rents have  actually  brought  them  thereto  on  their  backs. 

It  has  been  mentioned,  that  the  parents  of  the  children  who 
are  taught  in  the  Schools  of  the  Society  have,  by  a  happy  re- 
action of  knowledge  and  influence,  derived  considerable  and 
important  benefits.  The  Committee  have  also  the  pleasure  to 
state,  that  the  greatest  attention  is  paid  to  Adults  who  live  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Schools,  and  who  can  be  induced  to  learn 
to  read,  either  in  English  or  Irish,  after  the  working  hours  of 
the  day  and  on  Sundays;  that  in  the  course  of  one  quarter's  at- 
tendance and  instruction,  many  of  them  are  able  to  read  the 
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New  Testament  intelligibly,  and  that  these  become  Irish  readers 
in  the  different  villages  where  they  reside. 

It  is  indeed  truly  pleasing,  that  none  of  the  districts  in  which 
our  Schools  have  been  established,  have  been  at  all  disturbed  ; 
and  were  the  disturbances  to  extend  to  the  countries  wherein 
the  Schools  are  placed,  though  they  might  more  or  less  prevail, 
as  the  number  of  adults  hitherto  benefited  bears  but  a  small  pro- 
portion to  the  population  of  those  districts;  yet  I  think  that  the 
evils  would  by  no  means  have  such  a  general  spread  in  them,  as 
in  districts  less  favoured  with  Scriptural  light  and  instruction. 
But  it  is  where  the  rising  generation,  the  material  of  the  Schools, 
come  into  action,  that  the  salutary  effects  of  the  operations  of  the 
Hibernian  Society  will  be  fully  developed  :  the  change  may  then 
be  expected  to  be  most  important  and  glorious. 

It  only  remains  for  the  Committee  to  mention  two  points, 
which  they  feel  it  to  be  an  impressive  duty  to  bring  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  im- 
mediate necessity  of  great  exertions  to  replenish  the  Funds  of 
this  Institution.  The  first  is,  the  enlarged  operations  of  the  So- 
ciety during  the  last  year,  which  have  produced  an  increase  of 
above  7,000  pupils  in  the  Schools  under  its  patronage,  and  which 
now  present  an  aggregate  of  upwards  of  19,000  scholars  of  both 
sexes,  who  are  partaking  the  privileges  of  education  and  the 
blessings  of  Scriptural  instruction  at  the  expense  of  this  Institu- 
tion. The  other  point  is,  that  applications  for  opening  addi- 
tional Schools,  and  facilities  for  extending  this  important  and 
benevolent  system  to  other  countries,  than  those  which  have  hi- 
therto been  benefited  by  it,  are  continually  presented  to  the 
views  and  wishes  of  the  Committee,  but  which  they  cannot 
venture  to  prosecute  until  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Society 
shall  receive  such  a  necessary  and  appropriate  increase. 


HORNCASTLE.     Page  5. 

During  the  past  year  the  system  of  needle- work,  as  practised 
at  the  Parent  Institution,  has  been  introduced  into  the  School 
by  a  zealous  female  friend,  in  which  she  has  been  assisted  by 
several  other  Ladies.  The  Committee  have  viewed  the  exertions 
of  these  ladies  with  pleasure  ;  they  feel  happy  in  stating,  that, 
under  their  direction,  the  children  have  made  the  greatest  profi- 
ciency: and  they  feel  it  a  duty  incumbent  upon  them  to  return 
their  warmest  acknowledgements  for  this  assistance,  which  has 
so  materially  contributed  to  the  prosperity  of  the  School. 

Shortly  alter  the  last  Annual  Meeting,  it  was  with  consider- 
able regret  that  the  Committee  received  from  Mr.  Bos  worth, 
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the  master  of  the  School,  a  resignation  of  his  situation,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  more  lucrative  one  oifering.  As  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Bosworth,  during  his  superintendance  of  the  School,  had 
been  distinguished  by  the  utmost  zeal  and  activity,  it  was  a 
source  of  grief  to  the  Committee  that  the  funds  of  the  Institution 
would  not  admit  of  their  retaining  him  in  his  situation,,  and  re- 
warding him  according  to  his  merits. 

1  hey  feel  gratified  in  being  enabled  to  state,  that  Mr.  Win. 
Umpelby,  to  whose  care  the  management  of  the  School  is  now 
committed,  has  distinguished  himself  by  exertions  which  have 
placed  the  School  in  a  high  state  of  discipline. 

The  Committee  have  also  during  the  last  year  had  to  con- 
tend with  those  pecuniary  difficulties  which  have  so  materially 
affected  this  part  of  the  country,  and  which  have  been  felt  by  all 
ranks  and  descriptions  of  people.  The  Committee  have  how- 
ever found  a  powerful  auxiliary  in  a  penny-per-week  Society, 
which  they  have  established  at  Horncastle  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Parent  Institution.  The  town  is  divided  into  four 
departments,  to  each  of  which  a  collector  is  appointed,  who 
every  Monday  calls  on  the  Subscribers  for  their  contribution, 
and  whkh  is  paid  to  the  Treasurer  once  a  month.  The  col- 
lectors state,  that  the  contributions  are  paid  with  cheerfulness, 
and  that  the  subscribers  testify  a  considerable  share  of  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  Institution. 

It  is  pleasing  to  the  Committee  to  state,  that  the  British  Sy- 
stem of  Education  has  been  introduced  into  four  Sunday  Schools 
during  the  past  year;  viz.  at  Burgh  in  the  Marsh,  Raithbyj.  Toin- 
ton  near  Spilshy,  and  WestKeal  ;  from  these  Schools,  as  well 
as  the  seventeen  mentioned  in  the  two  former  Reports,  favour- 
able accounts  continue  to  be  receUed. 


IPSWICH. 

The  Committee  feel  much  satisfaction  in  being  able  to  con- 
gratulate the  subscribers  and  the  public  at  large,  on  the  pro- 
gressive advances  the  Institution  has  made,  towards  accomplish- 
in./;  the  important  objects  for  which  it  was  formed.  The  an- 
cient prejudices,  though  at  one  time  strong  and  unbending, 
against  the  general  education  of  the  lower  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, have,  happily,  in  a  very  great  measure  been  dissipated, 
and  appear  to  be  gradually  dying  away  altogether  ;  and  it  is 
confidently  to  be  hoped,  that  society  will  reap  the  most  solid 
advantages  from  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  to  inform  the 
understandings  and  improve  the  morals  of  the  poorer  orders  of 
the  people. 


6o 


IRISH  FREE  SCHOOLS,  St.  GILES'S. 

These  Schools,  which  have  already  educated  several  hundred 
children  of  both  sexes,  have  at  this  time  140  boys  and  130  girls, 
—  in  the  whole,  270  scholars  under  tuition. 

The  Schools  continue  to  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner 
which  has  been  uniformly  pursued  since  their  establishment  5 
without  interference  with  the  religious  principles  of  the  pa- 
rents who  send  their  children,  and  the  Holy  Scriptures  alone 
are  taught  in  the  reading  lessons. 

In  the  Girls  School  great  improvement  has  taken  place.  Se* 
veral  ladies  of  the  highest  respectability  have  kindly  undertaken 
the  inspection  of  the  Female  School,  and  the  instruction  of  the 
girls  in  knitting  and  plain  work.  They  have  been  most  active 
and  benevolent  in  their  attention  to  these  poor  children  ;  and  it 
may  be  easily  conceived  how  great  an  advantage  has  been  de- 
rived to  the  School,  not  only  from  the  highly  useful  instruction 
afforded  them,  but  from  the  increased  order,  regularity,  and 
energy,  which  the  superintendance  thus  given  has  produced. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  states  a  handsome  donaLion  of 
no  less  a  sum  than  125/.  from  a  well-known  benevolent  lady. 
And  in  concluding  the  Report,  the  following  two  facts  therein 
stated,  will  be  read  with  the  greatest  satisfaction. 

The  first  is  the  establishment  of  a  School  on  Saffron-hill,  on 
precisely  similar  principles,  for  the  instruction  of  poor  Irish 
children,  who  reside  in  great  numbers  in  that  neighbourhood. 
It  was  opened  on  the  17th  of  July  last,  and  now  contains  ]  lj 
children,  with  every  prospect,  if  adequately  supported,  of  great 
and  increasing  usefulness. 

The  other  is  the  permission  granted  to  Mr.  Fimgan,  the 
schoolmaster,  to  make  use  of  the  School  room  during  last  win- 
ter, in  the  evenings,  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  adults  in  read- 
ing the  Scriptures.  That  undertaking,  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged by  several  benevolent  individuals,  has  been  attended  with 
the  happiest  effects  :  upwards  of  100  persons  have  been  ad- 
mitted into  this  Adult  School  since  its  commencement  on  the 
1st  of  January  181 6,  most  of  them  taken  from  the  lowest  class 
of  Ifish  labourers.  Of  these  about  70,  some  of  them  above  47 
years  of  age,  have  been  taught  to  read  the  Word  of  Life.  The 
eagerness  of  these  poor  people  for  instruction,  the  pleasure  they 
take  in  reading  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  very  observable  im- 
provement in  their  morals,  of  which  some  very  remarkable  and 
highly  interesting  instances  have  occurred,  afford  a  hope  that  a 
foundation  is  laid  for  producing  extensive  and  important  good. 
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KINGSLAND. 

While  the  Committee  rejoiced  in  the  effects  produced  upon 
the  children  under  training,  and  contemplated  the  benefits  which 
would  result  to  future  generations,  they  saw  with  regret  that 
the  narrow  limits  of  their  School-room  excluded  a  great  num- 
ber of  children,  who,  from  the  impossibility  of  gaining  admis- 
sion, were  growing  up  in  ignorance,  and  peculiarly  exposed  to 
the  allurements  of  vice,— they  at  length  determined  to  appeal 
to  the  benevolence  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  neighbourhood,  for 
the  means  of  erecting  a  larger  building  upon  ground  already  in 
their  possession  ;  and  they  are  happy  to  state,  that  a  personal 
application  to  the  inhabitants  by  several  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee has  been  completely  successful,  and  that  a  School-room 
capable  of  accommodating  between  two  and  three  hundred  boys 
is  now  erected,  and  they  trust  will  long  remain  a  monument  of 
the  liberality  and  philanthropy  of  this  district. 

By  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  Penny  Society  amongst 
the  ladies  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  have  been  enabled  to  pro- 
vide the  day-school  girls  with  bonnets,  frocks,  cloaks,  tippets, 
aprons,  gloves,  shoes  and  stockings,  which  they  purpose  to  pro- 
vide annually,  without  any  assistance  from  the  sums  subscribed 
for  the  general  support  of  the  Schools. 

In  adopting  a  plan  unfettered  by  narrow  prejudice,  and  ap- 
plicable to  the  whole  mass  of  the  community,  the  Committee 
feel  confident  that  they  shall  receive  the  countenance  and  the 
support  of  the  friends  to  religious  and  civil  liberty.  And  they 
trust  thai  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  the  inhabitants  of 
this  district  may  have  the  satisfaction  to  reflect,  that  they  have 
done  all  in  their  power  to  check  the  torrent  of  vice  and  crime 
among  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community,  and  have  turned 
their  feet  into  the  path  which  leads  to  virtue  and  to  peace. 

The  progress  of  the  children  of  both  sexes,  and  their  great  im- 
provement in  all  respects,  have  induced  many  of  their  parents 
and  other  men  in  the  neighbourhood  to  wish  for  similar  advai> 
tages ;  and  the  Committee  have  granted  the  use  of  the  Eoys 
School-room  to  some  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood,  who, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Master,  have  undertaken  to  conduct 
an  Adult  School  during  the  winter  evenings.  The  result  has 
been  in  the  highest  degree  gratifying;  and  the  managers  of  this 
School  have  the  pleasure  of  reflecting  that  they  have  brought 
into  habits  of  regularity  and  decorum,  some,  whose  names  for 
opposite  courses  had  been  long  well  known  through  the  village. 
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LIMERICK. 

The  Trustees  of  the  late  widow  Banks's  charitable  bequest, 
having,  in  the  course  of  a  late  visit  among  all  the  charitable  In- 
stitutions in  Limerick,  inspected  the  Lancasterian  School,  were 
so  struck  with  the  advantages  it  is  calculated  to  produce  to  the 
rising  generation  of  the  male  sex,  and  so  desirous  of  extending 
those  advantages  to  the  female  sex,  that  they  voluntarily  and  im- 
mediately resolved  to  contribute  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds 
towards  establishing  a  Female  School  on  the  same  plan,  when- 
ever the  Committee  shall  determine  on  building  a  School-room 
for  this  purpose. 

The  Committee  have  ground  suitable  for  such  a  building  conr 
tiguous  to  the  Boys  School,  yet  sufficiently  detached  to  prevent 
the  associating  together  of  boys  and  girls.  They  are  anxiou-ly 
desirous  to  be  able  to  commence  the  building  early  in  the  springj 
and  they  only  wait  for  the  assistance  of  their  fellow  citizens  to 
enable  them. 

"  I  have  inspected  the  School  for  Boys  established  in  this  city 
on  the  Lancasterian  Plan,  and  have  sincere  pleasure  in  offer- 
ing my  unqualified  approbation  of  the  system  there  pursued. 

"  When  I  behold  between  four  and  five  hundred  poor  children 
snatched  from  filth,  idleness,  and  vice,  and  in  the  short  space  of 
two  months,  brought  to  a  sense  of  cleanliness,  regularity,  and 
moral  conduct,  I  must  entertain  well-founded  hopes,  that  this 
infant  Institution  will  meet  with  the  support  of  the  wise  and 
the  good,  because  it  is  happily  calculated  to  produce  the  best  be- 
nefits toman  ;  namely,  '  Religion,  Morality,  and  Social  Order.' 

"  Charles,  Limerick,  Bishop. 
"  Jan. 5th,  1815." 

(i  I  have  visited  the  School  established  in  the  city  of  Limerick' 
for  the  Education  of  Boys  on  the  Lancasterian  Plan,  and  perfect- 
ly coincide  with  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Warburton  in  his  judicious 
and  charitable  remarks  on  its  great  utility,  particularly  in  the 
city  of  Limerick,  where  the  population  is  very  great,  but  ex- 
tremely poor.  I  find  every  attention  paid  to  cleanliness,  disci- 
pline,  and  good  morals,  which  must  be  productive  of  the  great- 
est advantages  to  the  children  and  to  society  in  general.  I  am 
confident  it  will  meet  with  the  approbation  and  support  of  all 
who  wish  for  general  happiness  and  social  order. 

"  Charles  Tushy,  V.  C.  &c  Roman  Catholic  Bishop* 

V  Jan.  llth,  1815." 
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MONTROSE. 

On  the  7th  July,  1813,  David  White,  Esq.  merchant,  Mon- 
trose, fiom  a  wish  to  communicate  and  diffuse  useful  and  reli- 
gious knowledge  among  the  children  of  the  poor,  did,  by  a 
Deed  of  Mortification,  dispose  and  for  ever  invest  in  the  funds  of 
the  Town  Council  and  Kirk  Session  of  Montrose,  equally,  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  sterling,  on  an  Annuity  of  6  percent, 
for  the  special  purpose  of  founding  and  endowing  a  School,  for 
the  education  of  the  children  of  such  poor  inhabitants  in  the 
town  and  parish  of  Montrose,  as  were  unable  to  afford  the  ex- 
penses of  education  themselves.  The  School  to  be  always 
called  and  described  by  the  name  and  title  of  David  White's 
Free  School. 

The  annuity  paid  by  the  Magistrates  and  Kirk  Session,  to 
be  employed  solely  in  paying  the  salary  of  the  Teacher  of  the  said 
School. 

The  Provost  and  two  eldest  Bailies  of  the  burgh,  and  the 
first  and  second  Minister  and  Kirk  Treasurer  of  the  parish  of 
Montrose,  their  successors  in  office,  with  the  addition  of  Mr. 
White  himself  during  his  own  life,  to  be  perpetual  managers  and 
directors  of  the  School.  The  expenses  of  building  and  fitting 
tip  a  School-room,  with  a  house  for  the  Teacher,  &c.  to  be  de- 
frayed by  the  subscriptions  of  such  persons  as  might  be  willing 
to  contribute  to  the  Institution.  The  Magistracy  and  Town 
Council  granted  a  piece  of  ground  belonging  to  the  community 
for  the  erection  of  the  necessary  buildings.  Last  summer  the 
buildings  were  erected  and  the  School-room  fitted  up:  a  Teacher 
nominated,  and,  by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Lancaster,  sent  to  the 
Royal  Jubilee  School,  Newcastle,  for  instruction  in  the  British 
System  of  Education.  The  erection  of  the  buildings  cost  above 
800/.  leaving  a  considerable  burden  on  the  Institution,  which  it 
is  hoped  a  benevolent  public,  and  particularly  the  friends  of  the 
British  System,  will  soon  relieve.  The  School  was  opened  on 
the  1st  January  18l6: — 264  children  have  since  been  admitted. 
On  Thursday,  the  22d  August,  David  White's  Free-school 
was  examined  in  presence  of  the  Trustees  and  of  several  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  by  the  following  members  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Brechin:  Mr.  Molison,Mr.  Paterson,  Mr." Ferguson,  Mr.  Burns, 
Mr.  Brewster,  and  Mr.  Foote.  The  examinators  have  much  plea- 
sure in  expressing  publicly  their  entire  satisfaction  with  the  mode 
in  which  the  education  of  the  youth  is  conducted,  the  regularity 
with  which  the  whole  system  proceeds,  the  promptitude  of  the 
respective  Monitors,  the  respectable  progress  of  the  children  in 
the  different  classes,  in  reading,  writing,  in  arithmetic,  and  in 
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the  knowledge  of  the  Assembly  s  Catechism,  and  the  promising 
appearance  of  the  whole,  doing  much  credit  to  themselves,  and 
to  the  assiduity  and  ability  of  theirTeacher,  Mr.  Sime. 

SABBATH  EVENING  SCHOOL. 

All  the  children  attend  on  Sabbath  evening  for  religious 
instruction.  They  are  examined  on  the  texts  and  ser- 
mons they  have  heard  through  the  day  ;  on  the  Assembly's 
Catechism  j  and  repeat  select  portions  of  Scripture,  appointed 
to  be  learned  the  preceding  week.  Their  attendance  on  Sab- 
bath evening  is  in  general  regular,  and  they  repeat  their  lessons 
accurately.  The  sixth  and  seventh  classes  generally  repeat 
twelve  and  fourteen  verses,  besides  questions ;  and  the  eighth 
class,  twenty-four  and  thirty  verses,  and  have  been  known  to 
learn  two  and  three  chapters  in  a  week  :  this  class  is  making  ra- 
pid progress  in  the  knowledge  of  religious  truths  ;  they  give 
correct  answers  to  many  questions  in  the  system  of  divinity, 
and  prove  them  by  pertinent  passages  of  Scripture. 

We  have  also  the  satisfaction  to  state,  that  the  moral  im- 
provement of  the  children  is  also  evident  :  not  a  few  of  them 
were  addicted  to  the  odious  vice  of  swearing ;  but  now  no  oaihs 
are  heard  among  them,  when  absent  from  school ;  and  if  any 
new  scholar  transgress  the  known  laws  of  the  school  in  this 
matter,  his  companions  immediately  report  him  to  the  Teacher 
by  writing  his  crime  on  their  slates,  instead  of  pronouncing  it. 
Their  attendance  on  public  worship,  at  the  places  their  parents 
attend,  is  on  the  whole  regular. 

■' 
NEWBURY.    Page  5. 

The  plan,  which  formed  a  part  of  the  original  System  on  the 
establishment  of  the  Girls  School,  of  receiving  a  small  weekly 
payment  from  each  child,  has  been  upon  due  deliberation  adopted 
by  the  Committee  for  the  Boys  School ;  and  they  are  happy  in 
adding,  that  the  payment  of  a  penny  a  week,  instead  of  lessen- 
ing the  number  of  scholars,  has  rather  improved  the  discipline' " 
and  the  attendance  at  School;  and  they  are  persuaded  that 
nothing  will  perpetuate  this  and  all  similar  Institutions,  so 
much  as  rendering  them  dependant  only  on  the  reciprocal  be- 
nefits arising  from  the  relations  of  master  and- scholar. 
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NEWPORT,  MONMO0THSHIRE. 

Th»e  moral  effects  produced  on  the  minds  of  the  children  who 
attend  this  School  are  strikingly  apparent.  It  is  pleasing  to  ob- 
serve the  spirit  of  harmony  that  prevails  among  them.  Their 
manners  are  decorous  and  becoming  ;  the  vile  habits  of  lying, 
swearing,  &c.  unto  which  too  many  of  them  were  previously  ad- 
dicted, are  now  most  materially  checked,  if  not  entirely  eradi- 
cated. They  often  manifest  a  pleasing  attachment  to  the  word 
of  God  and  other  good  books  which  have  been  given  them 
as  rewards.  These  they  read  to  their  parents  at  home,  accom- 
panied frequently  with  very  suitable  remarks.  The  excellent 
selection  of  practical  Scripture  lessons  which  they  daily  read, 
and  their  constant  attendance  at  the  different  places  of  worship, 
where  those  lessons  are  explained  and  enforced,  are  admirably 
calculated  to  produce  these  happy  effects.  Such,  indeed,  is  the 
general  conviction  of  the  excellence  of  the  Institution,  that  se- 
veral of  the  most  respectable  inhabitants  of  Newport  have  sent 
their  children  to  receive  the  first  rudiments  of  their  education 
in  this  School. 


NORTH  STREET,  CITY  ROAD. 

The  Committee  for  this  Institution  avail  themselves  of  this 
opportunity  to  invite  extended  assistance.  The  want  of  neces- 
sary education  and  of  religious  knowledge,  prevalent  in  a  district 
principally  peopled  by  the  poor,  had  been  long  deplored.  Con* 
vinced  of  the  importance  of  such  instruction,  they  were  desU 
rous  that  the  existing  evils  should  disappear.  Ward,  parochial, 
and  Sunday  Schools  were  established.  They  have  afforded  re- 
lief, but  they  have  presented  a  remedy  only  partial  and  inade- 
quate. The  expense  incident  to  an  establishment  sufficiently 
enlarged  and  comprehensive,  under  the  old  system  of  educa- 
tion, prevented  its  formation,  and  persons  entertaining  different 
religious  opinions  were  unwilling  to  unite  in  an  Institution,  in 
which  either  religious  instruction  must  be  neglected,  or  cate- 
chisms and  tenets  might  be  taught,  which  they  might  conscien- 
tiously disapprove. 

These  insuperable  difficulties  have  been  obviated  by  the  sy- 
stem of  education  which  has  been  recently  promulgated  and  im- 
proved. By  this  plan,  one  master  can  now  direct  one  thousand 
children — those  children  become  the  agents  in  their  own  in- 
struction— the  expense  of  tuition  is  reduced  to  six  shillings  per 
annum  for  every  child — an  improvement  so  rapid  is  ensured,  that 
two  years  will  suffice  to  teach  any  child  reading,  writing,  and 
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the  elements  of  arithmetic — and  the  children  so  educated  ac- 
quire habits  of  arrangement,  subordination,  and  industry, 
which  operate  most  usefully  on  their  future  lives.  With  this 
system,  religious  information  is  combined.  The  children  acquire 
a  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  from  which  alone  their 
lessons  are  selected,  and  become  habituated  to  that  attendance 
on  public  worship  which  is  expressly  required.  But  although 
the  Scriptures  are  taught  and  public  worship  is  enjoined,  no  ex- 
clusive preference  is  given  to  any  religious  opinions — and  the 
parents  of  the  infant  objects  of  the  charity  select  the  religious 
instructors  of  their  own  offspring,  and  impress  on  their  minds 
those  doctrines  which  they  severally  believe. 


NORWICH. 


Earnestly,  therefore,  would  we  call  for  the  co-operation  of 
all  who  can  assist  us  in  behalf  of  those  children^  who  are  con- 
fided to  our  care.  Let  us  not  disgrace  ourselves,  and  injure  and 
disgrace  the  cause,  by  making  the  education  of  the  poor  a  party 
question.  We  deprecate  all  hostility,  all  jealousy,  between  our- 
selves and  the  "  National  Schools"  of  this  city ;  and  if  there  is 
any  rivalry  between  us,  let  it  be  amicable,  for  it  will  then  be 
useful.  We  both  pursue  one  common  object,  although  there 
may  be  some  difference  in  the  modes  adopted  for  obtaining  it. 


OSWESTRY. 

This  Institution  is  formed  for  bettering  the  condition  of  the 
poor,  and  increasing  their  comforts,  within  the  Hundred  of  Os- 
westry. 

One  important  part  of  this  design  has  been,  by  rewarding 
School-masters  and  those  boys  or  girls  who  may  be  found  in 
different  Schools  to  have  the  best  knowledge  of  the  Bible,  also 
those  who  excel  in  arithmetic  and  writing. 

From  their  last  Report  we  extract  the  following. 

"  With  regard  to  the  other  prizes  offered  by  the  Society,  it 
may  be  remarked,  that  the  number  of  children  at  the  general 
examination  was  considerably  greater  than  in  former  years,  and 
that  the  attainments  of  each  were  more  nearly  equal  than  had 
been  before  experienced.  This  circumstance  might  prove  the 
increasing  advantages  of  education  within  the  Hundred,  was  it 
not  also  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  those  who  witnessed  the 
examination." 
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Much  and  particular  praise  was  due  to  the  several  School- 
masters and  mistresses  who  brought  forward  candidates,  as  the 
proficiency  of  the  latter  must  no  doubt  be  mainly  attributed  to 
the  exertions  of  the  former.  Most  attention  seems  to  have  been 
paid  to  the  acquirement  of  knowledge  in  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  justly  so;  but  the  other  branches  were  by  no  means 
neglected.  The  arithmetical  prizes  had  hitherto  been  bestowed 
almost  without  competition,  but  on  the  last  examinaiions  much 
improvement  was  perceptible  ;  the  specimens  of  writing  were 
numerous  and  well  executed.  Hence  it  must  be  allowed  that 
the  rewards  annually  offered  by  the  ^ociety,  ave  producing  no 
inconsiderable  effects  towards  the  melioration  of  the  character 
and  condition  of  the  poor.  They  do  not  indeed  operate  with 
such  rapidity  as  to  have  made  any  striking  and  visible  change, 
yet  they  are  working  with  a  gradual  and  silent  influence,  which 
will  in  time  more  plainly  develop  itself. 

In  this  Report  we  notice  that  Schools  are  established  on  the 
British  System,  at  Oswestry  for  Boys  and  Girls,  as  well  as  at 
Whittington,  West  Felton,  and  St.  Martin's. 

» 

QUEBEC. 

I  am  requested  by  the  Committee  for  promoting  education  in 
Canada,  to  send  to  England  for  six  sets  of  the  lessons  now  intro- 
duced to  the  Schools  taught  on  the  British  System  of  Education: 
we  are  about  to  establish  several  new  Schools  in  Canada  on  this 
plan.  We  have  a  number  of  young  men  who  have  been  attend- 
ing at  the  Quebec  Free-school,  one  of  whom  will  probably  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months  set  up  a  School  in  one  of  the  town- 
ships in  the  Southern  part  of  this  province,  and  probably  in  the 
course  of  the  coming  summer  we  shall  be  enabled  to  set  a 
School  in  operation  at  Montreal,  and  another  at  Kingston.  I 
did,  on  the  first  winter  after  my  arrival  from  England,  procure 
a  School  to  be  opened  at  Montreal,  which  was  well  attended  for 
a  few  months  ;  but  Mr.  Edwards  the  instructor  being  found 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  business  of  conducting  the  School,  we 
were  under  the  necessity  of  discontinuing  it.  But  we  now  have 
a  prospect  of  its  being  revived  under  more  favourable  prospects 
of  its  permanency. 

The  exertions  of  our  Committee  have  undoubtedly  excited 
considerable  attention.  Five  Free-schools  are  now  established 
in  Quebec  besides  the  one  supported  by  our  Committee,  exclu- 
sive of  the  one  which  long  existed  under  the  Catholic  Bishop  ; 
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and  probably  not  less  than  400  or  500  children  are  now  instruct- 
ed, who  would  not  have  been,  had  no  exertions  been  made  by 
the  Canada  Committee, 


READING. 


All  the  hopes  that  were  entertained  of  moral  improvement 
in  the  lower  classes  of  society  have  been  realized;  while,  all 
the  apprehensions  of  danger  to  the  ancient  establishments  of 
the  country,  and  of  producing  a  disinclination  in  the  poor  to 
perform  the  duties  of  their  station,  have  vanished  into  air,  and 
are  found  wholly  groundless  and  visionary.  Indeed  it  would 
have  been  next  to  a  miracle,  if  the  habits  of  regularity  and  order 
constantly  exhibited  in  the  School,  if  the  reverence  there  incul- 
cated for  parents  and  teachers,  and  if  the  religious  texts  and 
sentiments  continually  pronounced  within  its  walls,  could  pro- 
duce any  other  than  the  most  beneficial  effects.  We  have  pe- 
culiar pleasure  in  communicating  to  you,  that  during  the  last 
year,  more  than  usual  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  Religious 
Instruction  of  the  children,  and  to  their  proper  observance  of 
the  Sabbath ;  as  we  are  thoroughly  sensible,  that  knowledge 
alone  is  an  attainment  of  very  doubtful  value,  and  that  to  make 
it  worth  having  and  certain  of  producing  good,  it  must  be  as- 
sociated with,  and  grounded  upon,  that  wisdom  which  cometh 
from  above. 

It  will  indeed  be  an  honourable  distinction  for  this  country, 
an  ambition  new  to  stages,  but  consoling  to  humanity  and  wor- 
thy the  exertion  of  all  our  faculties  ;  if,  after  having  terminated 
the  war  with  so  much  glory  in  the  field,  henceforth  we  are 
seen  striving  to  take  the  lead  in  the  arts  of  Peace,  in  healing 
those  wounds  which  Christian  nations  have  too  long  been  in- 
flicting on  each  other;  and  in  communicating  to  our  neighbours 
on  the  continent,  together  with  the  tidings  of  the  Gospel,  that 
which  is  best  calculated  to  extend  its  influence  by  making  it  in- 
telligible— the  means  of  reading  and  digesting  it,  and  of  making 
it  the  companion  of  their  home  and  their  leisure. 

The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  and  the  British  and 
Foreign  School  Society  must  be  considered  as  twin  societies j 
and  it  is  impossible  that  those  who  approve  of  the  one  should 
not  give  their  support  to  the  other.  If  the  Bible  be  an  inesti- 
mable treasure,  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  ability  to  read  is; 
the  key  to  it. 
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State  of  the  Reading  Free  School,  on  the  British  System, 

March  9th,    1816. 
From  the  commencement  to  the  present  time,  1344  Boys  have 
been  admitted. 

During  the  past  year  -  296 

Of  whom  quitted  School  for  services,  &c.        46 
Removed  by  parents  -  -  -       11 

Left  Town  -  -  5 

Dismissed  -  -  4 

Apprenticed  -  -  -         1 

Dead  -  1 

6s 

Remain  in  the  School     228 

This  number  taken  from  1344,  leaves  1 1 16  that  have  quitted 
the  Institution  from  its  commencement,  after  making  pleasing 
and  satisfactory  proficiency  in  the  various  classes. 

Progress  in  Reading. 

93  Boys  have  learned  to  read  the  New  Testament  (several 
of  whom  could  not  tell  their  letters  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year). 

87  Have  learned  to  read  the  Old  Testament. 

52  Are  now  learning  to  read  select  lessons  from  the  Scriptures, 
with  Dr.  Watts's  Hymns  ;  and 

64  are  making  rapid  progress  in  the  four  junior  classes. 

Progress  in  Writing. 

1 10  Boys  have  received  Copy  Books,  many  of  whom  write  very 
neat  plain  hands. 

Progress  in  Arithmetic. 

171  Boys  have  nearly  mastered  the  four  first  rules,  simple  and 
compound, 
31  have  made  great  proficiency  from  Reduction  to  Practice 
inclusive,  and  three  have  reached  vulgar  Fractions. 

RELIGIOUS   INSTRUCTION. 

120  Boys  repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  Ten  Commandments, 
and  such  who  are  capable,  I  receive  daily  tasks  selected  from 
the  Scriptures,  out  of  which  they  repeat  monthly  from  4 
to  500  portions.  No  boy  is  permitted  to  enter  the  School, 
until  his  parents  have  been  first  enjoined  to  see  that  he  punc- 
tually attends  some  place  of  worship,  or  a  Sunday  School,  (a 
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register  of  which  attendance  is  taken  every  Monday  morning,) 
whereby  it  is  found  that  the  following  numbers  regularly  attend 
the  undernamed  places  of  worship,  or  the  Sunday  Schools  con- 
nected with  them. 

At  the  three  Churches  -  -     4Q 

Castle-street  Chapel  -  -  -44 
Broad-street  Meeting  -  -  -  2Q 
Hosier's-lane  ditto  -  -    50 

Salem  Chapel  -  -  -    36 

Wesleyan  Chapel  -  -  2 

Silver-street  Meeting         -        -       -     18 

228 


SHADWELL. 


The  district  which  the  Committee  propose  to  you  to  include, 
extends  from  the  Tower  to  the  eastern  end  of  Limehouse,  and 
comprises  six  parishes  within  its  limits,  in  which  are  situated 
the  Trinity  House,  the  London  Docks,  and  that  part  of  the  ri- 
ver called  the  Pool ;  it  is  inhabited  principally  by  labourers  em- 
ployed in  the  docks  or  amongst  the  shipping,  and  it  contains 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  men  engaged  in  delivering  the  colliers 
and  in  getting  ballast  :  a  large  proportion  of  these  are  natives 
of  Ireland  and  Catholics,  they  have  numerous  families,  their 
children  are  supported  with  difficulty,  but  they  have  720  means 
of  instruction  adequate  to  their  number  ;  and  the  dreadful  con- 
sequence of  their  misfortune  is  very  generally  felt. 

To  endeavour  to  meliorate  their  sad  condition,  and  to  relieve 
its  attendant  wretchedness,  an  association  was  formed  of  respect- 
able persons,  who,  as  Christians,  both  Protestant  and  Catholic, 
resolving  to  proceed  upon  a  broad  and  liberal  basis,  prepared  a 
plan  which  (being  considered  as  lest  adapted  to  the  neighbour- 
hood) was  printed  and  circulated,  and  is  embodied  in  the  Reso- 
lutions which  will  be  proposed  to  this  Meeting.  This  plan  was 
received  with  approbation;  several  Ministers  of  every  denomi- 
nation most  cordially  expressed  their  conviction  of  its  utility, 
and  declared  their  determination  to  assist  in  carrying  it  into  ef- 
fect. A  subscription  was  commenced,  and  the  Committee  were 
encouraged  to  erect  the  present  building,  which  it  is  intended  to 
divide  by  a  temporary  partition,  and  to  open  for  the  reception  of 
both  boys  and  girls,  until  a  more  general  assistance  shall  provide 
a  sufficient  jund  to  complete  the  original  intention,  and  afford 
accommodation  for  one  thousand  children,  by  raising  a  Female 
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School  on  the  adjoining  vacant  ground,  and  devoting  the  whole 
of  this  to  the  boys  who  will  enter  from  Farmer-street,  and  thus 
be  kept  entirely  distinct  and  separate  from  the  Female  School. 
With  this  concise  account  the  Committee  would  willingly 
close  the  present  address;  but  they  think  it  proper  to  state,  that 
as  the  leading  object  of  this  Institution  is  to  communicate  the 
blessings  of  education  to  the  children  of  the  poor  of  every  re- 
ligious denomination,  no  particular  tenets,  nor  any  catechism 
formed  upon  them,  could  possibly  be  rendered  applicable  to  a 
General  School,  in  which,  nevertheless,  they  consider  it  practi- 
cable to  adopt  a  mode  of  teaching  children,  which  shall  be  con- 
sonant with  the  elements  of  pure  religion,  and  not  offensive  or 
objectionable  to  any  of  its  experienced  professors  ;  and  further, 
they  would  observe  that  if  exclusive  Schools  had  been  compe- 
tent to  meet  the  distressing  case,  the  number  of  such  in  this 
neighbourhood  belonging  to  the  National  Church  and  to  the 
Protestant  dissenters  would  have  rendered  this  appeal  unneces- 
sary :  for  they,  if  really  adapted  to  the  purpose,  would  in  a  great 
measure  have  removed  those  painful  scenes  which  now  agitate 
and  excite  the  best  feelings  of  our  nature ;  and  the  Committee 
are  persuaded,  that  while  whole  chapters  of  the  Bible  comprise 
the  reading  lessons  in  the  School,  and  the  children,  trained  to  a 
due  observance  of  the  Christian  Sal-Oath,  are  obliged  to  attend 
the  public  worship  of  their  God  and  the  private  admonitions  of 
their  own  ministers,  they  may  with  confidence  believe  that  nei- 
ther ignorance  of  particular  doctrine,  nor  disregard  to  religion, 
its  sanctuary,  or  its  clergy,  will  be  the  consequence  of  the  sy- 
stem they  have  determined  to  adopt  and  now  venture  to  recom- 
mend. They  desire,  however,  with  a  deep  consciousness  of 
their  own  inability  and  short-sightedness,  but  with  an  humble 
hope,  to  leave  the  future  consequences  to  that  Almighty  Being 
who  accepts  the  pure  intention  of  his  erring  creatures,  and  over- 
ruled! all  things  according  to  the  purposes  of  his  mercy;  they 
seek  to  use  the  best  means  in  their  power  to  rescue  all  these  lit- 
tle ones  who  now  are  in  a  state  of  ignorance  and  awful  depra- 
vity ;  who  now  being  under  no  restraint,  either  moral  or  re- 
ligious, and  exposed  to  the  fatal  contagion  of  the  worst  exam- 
ple, are  equally  regardless  of  God  and  man  :  it  surely  is  an  ur- 
gent and  imperious  duty,  the  longer  neglect  of  which,  admits 
neither  palliation  nor  excuse!  It  surely  is  a  duty  interwoven 
with  our  nature,  and  inculcated  ly  every  feeling  drawn  from  vir- 
tue or  religion,  to  look  at  these  children  as  they  are,  and,  waiving 
every  opposing  consideration,  to  strive  at  once  to  implant  a  bet- 
ter principle  and  to  raise  a  reformed  character. 
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SHEFFIELD. 

After  considering  on  the  most  suitable  situation  for  a  School- 
room,  and  comparing  the  several  places  and  plans  proposed,  it 
was  agreed  by  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  part  of  the  bu- 
siness, that  a  purchase  should  be  made  of  the  building  occupied 
for  the  Boys  School,  to  be  divided  into  two  rooms, — an  ade- 
quate part  to  be  thus  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Girls. 

Accordingly,  within  a  few  days  of  this  determination  eighteen 
friends  of  the  Institution  were  found,  who  advanced  a  loan  of 
one  hundred  pounds  each,  towards  the  purchase  and  improve- 
ment of  the  premises-,  which  are  now  held  by  them  in  trust  for 
the  public,  subject  to  thegradual  repayment  of  the  sums  thus  sub- 
scribed. The  Girls  room  was  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  400; 
while  the  Boys  School  still  remained  sufficiently  large  for  the 
accommodation  of  600,  which  was  nearl/'the'  average  number 
on  the  list.  A  separate  play-ground  was  appropriated  to  each, 
and  the  Schools  were  made  entirely  distinct  from  each  other. 

A  proposal  respecting  the  organization  of  the  School  was 
made  early  in  last  year  to  Ann  Eliza  Springman,  who  was  at 
that  time  engaged  in  the  Borough-road  Institution,  under  the 
care  of  the  British  and  Foreign  School  Society.  The  proposal  was 
accepted,  and  the  School  opened  under  her  superintendance,  im- 
mediately after  Midsummer;  M.A.Barton  being  at  the  same 
time  introduced  into  the  office  of  Governess. 

Four  hundred  girls,  including  about  fifty  from  the  late  School 
of  Industry,  were  received  in  the  course  of  the  first  few  weeks. 
it  was  then  judged  most  eligible  that  an  assistant  should  be  em- 
ployed to  take  a  part  of  the  charge  in  needle-work,  and  whose 
attention  should  be  confined  to  that  alone.  For  this  purpose 
Mary  Hoyland,  one  of  the  Mistresses  of  the  late  School  of  In- 
dustry, was  engaged,  whose  diligence  and  attention  have  proved 
very  satisfactory  to  the  Committee  and  to  visitors. 

A.  E.  Springmann,  after  having  accomplished  the  purpose  of 
her  engagement,  in  the  organization  of  the  School,  requested 
that  the  week  previous  to  her  departure  from  Sheffield  should 
be  particularly  set  apart  for  the  reception  of  visitors,  and  that  on 
one  day  of  the  following  week  the  children's  parents  should  be 
invited.  Invitation  was  accordingly  given,  and  in  the  course  of 
the  week  more  than  two  hundred  visitors  examined  the  School- 
Much  gratification  was  expressed  by  these,  on  observing  the  in- 
teresting display  of  attainments  beyond  what  was  expected,  both 
with  regard  to  several  parts  of  the  children's  learning,  and  the 
attention  evinced  by  their  ready  extempore  answers  to  questions 
t'rqm  their  lessons  after  reading  the  Scriptures.     The  parents,  of 
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whom  a  great  number  assembled  on  the  appointed  day,  mani- 
fested great  pleasure  in  witnessing  the  order  of  the  School,  and 
the  care  and  instruction  which  their  children  were  receiving. 


SHREWSBURY.    Page  5. 

There  is  one  feature  in  this  School  that  merits  attention,  and 
distinguishes  it  from  the  generality  of  Subscription  Schools, 
which  will  be  best  understood  and  most  approved  by  those  who 
are  aware  how  much  the  characters  of  such  as  look  to  charity 
instead  of  industry  for  their  support,  are  debased  and  degraded; 
— namely,  that  you  require  payment  in  return  for  the  instruction 
you  afford,  assisting  those  who  desire  to  educate  and  improve 
their  children,  and  who,  with  the  best  parental  feelings,  are 
ready  to  labour  and  to  devote  a  share  of  their  earnings  for 
a  purpose  that  does  them  so  much  credit.  From  every 
child  a  weekly  penny  is  received,  by  which  the  general 
expenses  are  very  materially  diminished.  Perhaps  there  is  no 
Institution  existing  where-  so  much  instruction  is  given  at  a 
smaller  if  so  small  an  expense  j  in  which  utility  and  ceconomy 
are  so  effectually  combined. 

It  is  no  slight  gratification  to  your  Committee,  that  it  is  their 
duty  not  to  confine  your  bounty  to  those  who  profess  any  one 
religious  creed,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others;  because  education 
has  a  happy  influence  over  all,  and  the  peaceable  disposition  and 
prosperity  of  the  whole  community  depend  on  the  habits  and 
moral  feelings  of  each  individual  of  which  it  is  composed. 

Your  late  Master,  Mr.  Penney,  to  whose  exertions  you  are 
considerably  indebted,  having  resigned  his  situation,  your  Com- 
mittee, agreeably  to  the  rules,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an- 
other. Their  choice  fell  on  Mr.  T  £.  Jones,  the  present  mas- 
ter, whose  talents  and  assiduity  answer  their  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations, and  have  produced,  and  they  have  no  doubt  will  pro- 
duce, the  happiest  results. 


SOCIETY  FOR   PROMOTING  THE  EDUCATION  OF 
THE  POOR  OF  IRELAND. 

The  subset iptions  for  the  year  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
133/.  3*.  6d.  and  the  donations  to  the  sum  of  303/.  l£s,  6d.,  in 
which  is  included  a  donation  of  JOL  British,  received  from  that 
truly  philanthropic  Institution  "  The  Edinburgh  Society  for 
promoting  the  Education  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland/'  whose  anxiety 
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for  this  country's  welfare  so  fully  entitled  them  to  the  thanks 
unanimously  voted  at  your  last  Annual  Meeting,  and  which, 
together  with  the  very  liberal  donation  above  mentioned,  cannot 
fail  to  awaken  the  attention  of  the  most  heedless  in  this  country 
to  the  subject  of  National  Education,  and  to  excite  throughout 
it  the  warmest  gratitude  for  such  distinguished  and  disinterested 
munificence. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  also  to  state,  that  the  Society  is 
in  correspondence  with  112  Schools  through  the  country,  and 
that  the  depository  established  at  Cork  during  the  year,  for  the 
sale  of  lessons,  stationery,  &c  has  succeeded  so  far  as  to  justify 
the  formation  of  similar  stores  in  other  large  towns ; — a  mea- 
sure which  they  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  their  suc- 
cessors, as  one  likely  to  be  attended  with  beneficial  results. 

In  the  last  Report  of  the  Society,  the  then  Committee  stated, 
"  that  having  in  a  great  measure  tailed  of  procuring  through  in- 
dividual bounty  sufficient  funds,  and  not  having  any  prospect  of 
being  more  successful  within  any  reasonable  time,  they  had  de- 
termined to  apply  for  parliementary  aid,  in  order  to  procure  a 
fund  for  the  erecting  of  a  suitable  building  for  a  Model  School, 
and  a  Seminary  for  the  instruction  of  Masters,  and  had  framed' 
a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  for  that  purpose."  Pur- 
suant to  which  determination,  your  Committee  have  now  to  in- 
form the  Society,  that  a  petition  was  accordingly  presented,  set- 
ting forth  the  principles  and  objects  of  the  Society,  and  stating 
the  absolute  necessity  which  occasioned  the  application ;  and 
Parliament  has  been  pleased  to  grant  the  sum  of  6,QS0l.  for  the 
aboveroentioned  objects.  In  consequence  of  which  your  Com- 
mittee have  been  busily  employed  in  procuring  a  suitable  piece 
of  ground  on  which  to  erect  such  building. 

It  has  long  been  matter  of  regret  with  most  of  those  who 
have  paid  attention  to  the  subject  of  Education  in  Ireland,  that 
moral  and  instructive  books  were,  on  account  of  their  very 
scanty  supply  and  their  high  price,  placed  in  a  great  measure 
beyond  the  means  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  while 
books  of  an  injurious  tendency,  from  their  great  supply  and 
extreme  cheapness,  are  easily  obtained  by  the  most  needy.  To 
remedy  this  evil,  the  best  mode  that  suggested  itself  to  your  Com- 
mittee, and  in  which  they  were  confirmed  by  the  14th  Report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Education,  was  to  afford  an  adequate 
supply  of  moral  and  instructive  books,  at  a  price  sufficiently  mo- 
derate to  ensure  their  coming  into  the  matket  at  least  on  equal 
terms  with  those  of  a  pernicious  tendency.  The  remedy  was 
obvious  ;  but  the  means  of  supplying  it  far  beyond  the  funds  of 
the  Society  to  afford  at  present;  and,  under  the  existing  necessi- 
ties of  all  classes  in  the  country,  the  time  appeared  to  be  very 
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far  removed  indeed  when  the  Society  would  be  enabled,  from 
private  subscriptions  alone,  to  bear  the  expense  of  a  supply  of 
such  works  on  sufficiently  cheap  terms ;  while  the  bad  effects 
from  pernicious  publications  were  daily  becoming  more  alarm- 
ing, and,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  threatening  to  convert  the 
education  of  the  poor  into  an  evil  of  worse  tendency  than  that 
which  their  instruction  is  intended  to  remove. 

Under  these  circumstances  your  Committee  submitted  a  pe- 
tition to  the  House  of  Commons,  stating  the  nature  of  the  case-, 
and  praying  aid  "  to  enable  this  Society  to  provide  and  distri- 
bute moral  and  instructive  books,  and  to  assist  them  in  diffusing 
an  improved  system  of  education  amongst  the  lower  orders  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  :"  in  which  petition,  as  in  the  preceding, 
the  principles  on  which  your  Society  are  pledged  to  act  were 
most  explicitly  declared,  as  also  your  determination  to  adhere  to 
them;  and  which  principles,  your  Committee  feel  happy  in 
stating,  have  now  been  sanctioned  in  two  instances  by  the  legis- 
lature, they  having  with  cheerfulness  assented  to  the  prayer  of 
the  petition,  and  granted  the  sum  of  6000/.  for  the  last-men- 
tioned purposes. 

The  lower  orders  seek  education  with  avidity — to  the  mid- 
dling and  upper  orders  it  is  every  day  appearing  of  increased 
importance,  and  receiving  additional  friends  and  support,  while 
Parliament  hasjextended  its  aid  to  it— a  liberality  suited  to  the 
high  character  of  the  legislature  of  the  greatest  empire  in  the 
world  in  the  most  enlightened  age  of  its  existence. 

Your  Institution  has  wisely  met  and  assisted  the  growing 
temper  of  the  times, — you  have  calmly  advanced  with  them — i 
used  no  force — expressed  no  impatience, — the  progress  of  edu- 
cation, since  you  commenced  your  efforts,  has  been  gradual  but 
steady,  as  is  the  growth  of  every  thing  destined  to  be  great  and 
permanent : — but,  though  gradual,  your  Committee  trust  that 
its  effect  will  at  no  distant  day  be  sensibly  felt  throughout  the 
country, — that  the  oldest  amongst  us  may  yet  hope  to  witness 
much  of  our  ignorance  and  its  consequences  dissipated — while 
those  who  are  still  young  may  expect  to  see  this  eminently  an 
educated,  a  moral,  and  a  happy  country. 

Thirty-eight  Masters  have  been  trained,  and  about  a  hundred 
Schools  supplied  with  lessons,  slates,  &c. 


SOUTHAMPTON. 

Moved  by  Charles  Marrett,  Esq.  and  seconded  by  Charles 
Stokes  Dudley,  Esq.  That  this  Meeting  cordially  approve  of  the 
object  and  constitution  of  the  British  and  Foreign  School  So- 
ciety j  and  that  the  School  already  established  in  this  town, 
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under  the  British  System  of  Education,  be  henceforth  consi- 
dered as  an  Auxiliary  to  the  before- mentioned  Society,  and 
shall  cooperate  with  it  in  promoting  the  great  cause  of  Univer- 
sal Education; —and  that,  pursuant  to  the  British  System  of 
Education,  it  shall  be  a  fundamental  rule  of  this  Society,  that 
every  child  shall  attend  some  place  of  divine  worship  on  the 
Sunday,  to  effect  which  a  register  shall  be  kept,  and  the  chil- 
dren shall  be  conducted  every  Sunday  to  such  place  of  religious 
worship  as  their  parents  prefer. 

The  effects  and  satisfactory  progress  of  the  system  were  soon 
evident  from  the  increase  of  Scholars; — the  number  of  boys 
admitted  during  the  first  year  was  207,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
second  year  197  boys  remained  on  the  books. 

The  Institution  being  founded  on  the  broad  basis  of  teaching 
the  children  to  read  the  scriptures  alone,  in  the  reception  of 
which  all  believers  in  a  Divine  revelation  agree,  it  has  not  been 
required  of  the  children  to  learn  any  particular  catechism,  or  to 
adopt  any  particular  or  sectarian  tenets;  but  every  parent  has 
been  left  at  liberty  to  teach  at  home  what  catechism  soever  he 
might  prefer.  That  there  should  be  a  considerable  difference 
in  opinion  with  respect  to  many  points  of  religious  doctrine,  is 
easily  accounted  for;  and  though  individuals  may  justly  be  al- 
lowed to  support  their  own  particular  views  in  institutions  of  a 
more  limited  and  personal  nature  ;  yet  in  public  institutions  like 
the  present  object  of  our  Report,  no  particular  creed  ought  to 
be  taught : — this  is  the  office  of  parents,  and  of  the  religious  in- 
structors of  the  different  Societies  where  they  attend  for  reli- 
gious instruction. 

Where  the  general  benefit  of  mankind  is  kept  in  view,  some 
broad  and  general  system  of  instruction  must  necessarily  be 
adopted  if  we  would  ensure  success  ;  "  such  a  system  as  would 
satisfy  our  brethren  of  every  persuasion,  that  the  object  is  not  to 
proselyte  individuals  who  entertain  sentiments  different  from  our 
own,  but  to  establish  the  conviction  of  those  important  truths 
which  are  held  in  common  by  every  description  of  Christians." 
In  the  year  1812  the  School  continued  in  a  course  of  pro- 
gressive improvement:  450  boys  had  been  admitted  into  it,  and 
there  were  then  1Q1  boys  under  instruction.  At  that  period  it 
was  deemed  adviseable  to  use  some  endeavours  to  effect  a  union 
of  this  School  with  that  about  to  be  established  in  the  town 
under  the  exclusive  patronage  of  the  Established  Church.  For 
this  purpose  a  Select  Committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Sub-Committee  of  that  School :  but  upon  an  application 
made  to  such  Sub-Committee  it  was  answered,  that  they  did 
not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  enter  into  a  conference,  and 
therefore  no  further  proceedings  could  be  had  on  this  impor- 
tant point,  and  the  practicability  of  the  plan  could  not  be  asce:> 


77 

tained.  This  subject  has  not  been  since  revived  on  either  side. 
As  far  as  respects  this  Society,  it  has  been  observed  that  the 
two  Schools  need  not  be  detrimental  to  each  other,  but  that  the 
joint  exertions  of  the  public  in  the  support  of  each  would  pro- 
mote the  benevolent  intentions  of  both  institutions,  and  equally 
serve  the  purposes  of  Universal  Education. 


SUNDERLAND. 

The  late  Master  of  the  School,  Mr.  Francis  Warren,  being 
removed  by  death  in  January  last,  immediate  application  was 
made  to  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  School  So- 
ciety in  London,  to  furnish  a  successor;  to  which  they  promptly 
acceded,  and  sent  Mr.  John  Daniel,  an  officer  in  their  Institu- 
tion, to  re- organize  the  School,  and  remain  until  a  Master,  pro- 
perly trained,  could  be  ready  to  take  his  place. 

Your  Committee  have  great  satisfaction  in  informing  you  that 
the  School  is  now  full,  and  in  a  better  state  of  discipline  and 
order  than  at  any  former  period,  and  that  the  boys  are  making 
great  progress  in  improvement. 

The  following  is  the  Master's  Report :  April  30,  181(5. 
The  number  of  boys  at  present  on  the  lists  is  245*,  of  whom 

19  are  learning  the  alphabet. 

46  spell  and  write  syllables  and  words  of  two  letters. 

20  spell  and  write  syllables  and  words  of  three  letters. 
32  spell  and  write  syllables  and  words  of  four  letters. 

30  spell  and  write  monosyllables  of  five  and  more  letters,  and 
read  easy  extracts  from  the  New  Testament. 

30  spell  and  write  words  of  two  syllables,  and  read  extracts 
from  the  New  Testament. 

38  spell  and  write  words  of  three  syllables,  and  read  extracts 
from  the  Scriptures. 

24  spell  and  write  polysyllables,  and  read  extracts  from  Scrip- 
ture. They  write  also  in  copy-books :  and,  to  afford  a 
more  connected  and  general  knowledge  of  redemption 
than  the  reading  lessons  contain,  this  class  read  aloud 
to  the  whole  School  six  or  eight  chapters  from  the  New 
Testament  every  week. 

92  are  learning  to  cypher. 

245  boys.  (Signed)     John  Daniel. 

*  About  50  boys  have  been  placed  on  the  list  for  admission  since  the 
General  Meeting. 
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In  the  course  of  the  last  summer  your  Committee  directed 
their  attention  to  the  institution  of  a  School  for  Girls ;  when  the 
tipper  room  of  the  building  was  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  that 
purpose,  and  a  young  woman  sent  to  Newcastle  to  receive  in- 
struction for  its  superintendance  at  the  "  Improved  School." 
In  this  department  your  Committee  have  great  pleasure  in  re- 
porting the  success  which  has  attended  their  endeavours.  A 
Committee  of  Ladies,  who  visit  the  School  in  rotation,  two  each 
week,  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  every  month  to  receive  ap- 
plications for  admission,  and  to  transact  all  other  business  re- 
lating thereunto.  The  girls  are  taught  reading,  writing,  arith- 
metic, and  needlework,  in  classes,  on  the  new  plan.  The  School 
was  opened  in  August,  and  is  now  in  an  excellent  state  of  order 
and  progressive  improvement. 

The  Mistress's  Report  of  Girls  under  her  care :  April  30,  181 6. 

Total  number  176*. 


1st  (or  alphal 

aet)  class 

io 

2d 

do. 

33 

3d 

do. 

20 

4th 

do. 

30 

5th 

do- 

35 

6th 

do. 

22 

7th 

do. 

16 

8th 

do. 

10 

176  girls 
Working  Classes. 

Hemming 70 

Seaming 56 

Stitching    37 

Gathering 12 

Button-holes ......    1 

176  girls. 
(Signed)     Charlotte  Haysow. 

In  concluding  their  Report,  your  Committee  beg  leave  briefly 
to  advert  to  the  "  British  and  Foreign  School  Society"  esta- 
blished in  London  for  the  purposes  of  general  instruction, 
having  in  its  liberal  and  extended  view  "  the  whole  human  race 
for  its  object,  and  the  world  for  its  scene  of  operation}"  and. 
your  Committee  consider  it  a  favourable  circumstance,  that, 

*  Upwards  of  60  girls  have  been  admitted  since  the  General  Meeting; 
all  except  the  1st  class  are  writing,  and  20  are  learning  to  cypher. 
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having  embraced  the  privilege  of  a  correspondence  with  tha 
Society,  their  successors  will  be  enabled  to  avail  themselv  es  o 
the  various  improvements  introduced  into  the  Schools  on  the 
British  System,  which  promise  the  most  beneficial  results. 

This  Institution,  therefore,  may  be  justly  considered  as  a  part 
of  that  comprehensive  plan,  which,  if  properly  supported  and 
directed,  will  prove  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  whole  human 
family,  and,  united  with  the  '*  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
ciety,"  be  a  means  (through  the  Divine  blessing)  of  conveying 
the  truths  of  Christianity  not  only  to  the  habitations  of  poverty 
in  our  own  country,  but  also  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  remotest 
regions,  bearing  along  with  them  the  angelic  anthem  of  "  Glory 
to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  goodwill  towards 


SWANSEA. 

The  progress  of  this  School  since  the  last  Report  has  been 
uniform  and  satisfactory.  From  its  commencement  in  January 
1806,  up  to  the  31st  December  last  (a  period  often  years),  the 
total  number  of  poor  children  admitted  amounted  to  1220  ;  but 
from  its  re-organization  under  the  present  Master  in  July  1813, 
to  the  above-mentioned  time,  5 1 2  have  been  admitted,  of  whom 
229  are  now  receiving  the  benefits  of  the  Institution. 

When  your  Committee  review  the  number  actually  admitted, 
and  especially  when  they  trace  the  progress  of  some  of  the  in- 
dividuals who  have  been  educated  in  this  Institution  (which 
they  have  had  occasional  opportunities  of  doing),  together  with 
that  degree  of  credit  with  which  many  of  the  children  have  left 
the  School,  and  the  pleasing  prospect  of  their  being  likely  to 
become  useful  members  of  society,  your  Committee  have  the 
satisfaction  of  reflecting  that  much  good  has  already  been  ef- 
fected, and  that  your  exertions  have  not  been  in  vain.  If  you 
view  the  general  conduct  of  the  children  of  the  poor  in  this 
town  at  the  present  time,  and  compare  it  with  what  it  was  a 
few  years  back,  and  see  what  an  amazing  change  has  taken  place, 
you  naturally  ask,  To  what  cause  is  this  change  to  be  attributed  ? 
and  your  Committee  feel  not  the  hesitation  of  a  moment  in 
ascribing  it  to  the  establishment  of  this  Institution.  But  when 
they  contemplate  the  numbers  still  consigned  to  hopeless  igno- 
rance, and  its  (almost  inevitable)  consequences,  vice  and  mi- 
sery, they  feel  themselves  stimulated  to  additional  exertions,  and 
the  adoption  of  the  spirit  of  the  ancient  maxim,  that  "  nothing 
should  be  considered  as  done  while  any  thing  remains  undone." 
It  is  in  this  way  that  the  friends  of  Education  ought  to  be  af- 
fected by  the  magnitude  of  the  task  which  yet  remains  to  be 
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performed  j  and  much  encouragement  may  be  derived  from 
what  has  already  been  effected.  Of  the  many  thousands  whom 
institutions  similar  to  our  own  have  already  educated,  how  small 
a  proportion  bad  any  prospect  a  very  few  years  ago  of  escaping 
from  that  mental  darkness  in  which  they  were  involved  !  Nor 
is  it  one  of  the  least  encouraging  circumstances,  that  our  ex- 
ample has  stimulated  the  greater  number  of  those  who  were  ori- 
ginaHy  hostile  to  the  cause  of  education  to  a  salutary  jealousy  j 
so  that  rivalship  and  competition  have  been  converted  into 
means  of  diffusing  its  advantages,  and  extending  its  triumphs. 

Your  Committee  therefore  feel  no  jealousy,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, cordially  hail  the  progress  of  those  Schools  in  the  Princi- 
pality which  apply  the  modern  improvement  in  Education  to 
the  instruction  of  children  in  the  principles  of  the  Established 
Church.  In  their  exertions  we  rejoice.  Let  them  educate  as 
extensively  as  possible.  The  more  extensively  the  better.  There 
is  ample  scope  for  the  benevolent  efforts  of  all.  We  would, 
however,  amicably  contend  with  them,  that  ours  is  the  truly 
National  Plan  ;  for  we  know  neither  sect  nor  party.  For  us  it 
is  sufficient  that  the  applicant  is  ignorant,  and  desires  to  be  in- 
structed. Nor  does  this  proceed  from  indifference,  or  apathy, 
with  respect  to  the  highest  of  all  interests;  for  although  we  do 
not  feel  ourselves  at  liberty  to  restrict  the  blessings  of  education 
to  the  professors  of  any  of  those  various  creeds  which  have  di- 
vided the  opinions  of  so  many  good  and  pious  men  in  all  ages, 
We  are  anxious  to  instruct  the  children  of  our  Institution  in 
those  momentous  points  in  which  we  are  all  agreed,  and  to  fix 
the  foundation  of  their  moral  duties  upon  the  immoveable  basis 
furnished  by  the  volume  of  Divine  inspiration. 

The  distinguishing  feature  of  this  System  is  that  which  makes 
the  Schools  accessible  to  childien  of  every  religious  denomina- 
tion ;  and  it  is  this  cause  which  has  secured  it  the  universal  ap- 
probation of  so  many  of  the  powers  of  Europe. 

Report  of  the  present  State  of  the  School;  31st  December  1815. 
22g  poor  children  remain  on  the  books, 

1  st  or  sand  class 10 

2d  class,  writing  on  slates  words  of  two  letters 21 

3d  class,  writing  on  slates  words  of  three  letters 29 

4th  class,  writing  on  slates  words  of  four  letters 15 

5th  class,  writing  on  slates  words  of  rive  letters 21 

6th  class,  writing  on  slates  words  of  two  syllables 25 

7th  class,  writing  on  slates  words  of  three  syllables 25 

Sth  class,  writing  on  slates  words  of  four  and  five  syllables  60 

yth  or  grammar  class 23 

229 
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TROY  TOWN,  KENT. 

From  the  labours  of  the  children  in  the  Female  School  1500 
garments  have  been  made  yearly,  and  distributed  amongst  the 
poor  petitioners  to  the  Dorcas  Society ;  besides  other  work 
taken  in,  the  profits  of  which  are  applied  for  the  purpose  of  ge- 
neral benefit. 


WATERFORD  SCHOOLS  OF  INDUSTRY. 

Tn  presenting  the  annual  statement  of  the  funds,  the  Com- 
mittee earnestly  solicit  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  claims 
which  these  Schools  have  on  their  benevolence.  One  hundred 
and  sixty  children  are  at  present  educated ;  they  receive  a  daily 
allowance  of  bread,  and  are  for  the  most  part  comfortably 
clothed  by  the  Institution.  Great  care  is  taken  to  have  the  du- 
ties of  the  different  departments  discharged  with  fidelity  j  and 
the  Committee  feel  a  confidence  that  considerable  improvement 
has  been  made  of  late  in  this  Establishment,  and  that  the  chil- 
dren will  be  found  to  have  made  an  agreeable  progress  in  their 
learning. 

It  must  be  evident,  on  inspecting  the  state  of  the  funds,  that 
the  annual  subscriptions  would  by  no  means  have  been  ade- 
quate to  the  expenditure  ;  and  were  it  not  for  some  seasonable 
donations,  considerable  difficulty  would  have  been  experienced  j 
yet  the  Committee,  relying  on  the  well  known  liberality  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Waterford,  trust  that  they  will  not  allow  these 
Schools  to  suffer,  which  are  so  useful  in  promoting  that  truly 
desirable  object — the  Education  of  the  Poor. 


WHITBY  GIRLS  SCHOOLS.     Page  4. 

As  was  observed  in  the  last  Report,  their  improvement  in  good 
morals,  especially  in  the  principles  of  honesty  and  truth,  is  of 
too  pleasing  a  nature  to  be  passed  by  in  silence :  and  the  con- 
firmation it  has  received  in  several  remarkable  instances  during 
the  past  year,  will,  no  doubt,  obtain  a  ready  pardon  for  the  re- 
petition of  it  here.  This,  more  than  any  thing  else,  should  be 
the  object  of  our  wishes ;  and  in  its  accomplishment  all  the  pa- 
trons of  this  Establishment  must  rejoice  in  a  result  so  friendly 
to  the  interests  of  society.  The  approbation  expressed  by  the 
several  Members  of  the  Committee  at  the  Monthly  Meetings 
is  the  best  proof  that  can  be  adduced  of  the  advancement  of  the 
girls  in  the  sewing,  knitting,  and  spinning  departments.    The 
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last-mentioned  useful  employment  has  been  introduced  only 
within  the  space  of  a  few  months,  and  has  been  pursued  with 
such  unremitted  application  by  the  learners,  that  very  soon 
(having  now  in  readiness  for  the  loom  twenty  pounds  of  line) 
it  is  expected  a  web  of  clolh  will  be  produced,  spun  by  those 
who,  before  the  above  period,  knew  not  how  to  use  a  wheel. 
The  cloth  is  proposed  to  be  given  in  articles  of  apparel  as  re- 
wards to  the  girls. 

The  Report  of  the  State  of  the  School  exhibits  the  number 
of  girls  admitted  since  the  last  annual  meeting  to  have  been 
67 ;  and  of  those  who  have  left  it,  from  the  various  causes 
assigned  at  the  end  of  this  Report,  39 ;  leaving  the  total 
now  on  the  foundation  1/7  j  a  number  which  the  Committee 
think  it  not  proper  to  increase,  on  account  of  the  limited  di- 
mensions of  the  room.  Jt  may  not  be  improper  to  remark, 
that  all  those  who  have  been  withdrawn  by  their  parents,  with 
the  exception  of  one,  have  expressed  with  gratitude  their  sense 
of  the  value  of  this  Institution,  and  have  lamented  the  necessity 
which  deprived  them  of  its  advantages. 


HIGH  WYCOMB. 

The  difficulty  of  finding  a  suitable  place  for  a  School, 
it  must  be  remembered,  was  found  to  be  so  great  at  the 
time  the  Society  was  formed,  that  after  sufficient  funds  were 
collected  fifteen  months  passed  away  without  a  School.  The 
place  then  fixed  on,  and  ever  since  used,  has  great  incon- 
veniences, which  have  been  stated  in  former  Reports ;  but 
the  excellence  of  the  method  of  teaching  is  rendered  more 
evident  by  the  uniform  prosperity  of  the  School  under  all 
its  disadvantages.  Your  Committee  have  now  the  pleasure 
to  announce  that  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  have  given 
them  a  piece  of  ground  near  the  turnpike,  which  they  con- 
sider a  good  situation ;  for  this  handsome  grant  your  Com- 
rahtee  have  presented  their  best  thanks.  Here  a  large  room 
may  be  buiit  sufficient  for  the  accommodation  of  all  the  boys 
who  are  likely  to  attend  :  it  is  also  desirable  to  have  an  adjoin- 
ing house  for  the  Master,  which  would  not  only  be  a  great  ad- 
vantage to  himself,  but  a  material  security  to  the  premises. 

Many  of  your  Scholars,  after  leaving  the  School  ta  enter  into 
productive  employment,  have  at  their  own  cost  attended  with 
other  persons  an  Evening  School  established  by  the  Master,  and 
hav-2  thus  given  a  gratifying  proof  that  they  properly  estimate 
the  advantages  of  education. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Carrington  having  kindly  grant- 
ed the  use  of  some  rooms  for  the  purpose,  the  opportunity  no 
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sooner  occurred  than  the  Ladies,  acting  with  laudable  prompti- 
tude and  zeal,  raised  a  fund,  and  have  admitted  into  their  School 
120  girls,  who  are  making  considerable  progress  in  reading, 
writing,  arithmetic,  and  needlework. 

By  the  direction  of  the  Ladies  a  young  woman  has  been  in- 
structed in  the  Chelsea  School  (established  for  the  purpose  of 
training)  for  a  mistress,  and  she  is  expected  to  be  able  to  under- 
take the  superintendance  of  the  School  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks.  As  this  School  is  supported  by  a  separate  Subscription, 
and  is  wholly  under  the  direction  of  the  Ladies,  they  will  doubt- 
less take  the  most  proper  method  of  informing  the  Subscribers 
of  their  proceedings.  But  your  Committee  cannot  forbear  ad- 
verting to  this  new  Institution,  as  arising  in  connection  with 
their  own  ;  and  especially  when  they  recollect  that  the  benefits 
likely  to  result  from  such  an  establishment  were  pressed  upon 
their  attention  at  your  last  Anniversary  by  that  devoted  philan- 
thropist the  late  Joseph  Fox. 

The  first  time  that  Mr.  Fox  addressed  a  public  assembly  en 
the  subject  of  education  was  in  this  Hall ;  and  many  now  pre- 
sent will  recollect  with  what  simplicity  and  clearness  he  ex- 
plained the  new  method  of  teaching,  and  how  forcibly  he 
stated  its  advantages. 

The  Ladies  held  their  first  Anniversary  School  Meeting  on 
the  2lst  of  December  1816.  They  have  120  girls  in  a  very 
improved  state,  and  have  defrayed  every  expense  of  fitting  up  a 
school-room,  salary  of  the  mistress,  rewards.,  and  incidental  ex- 
penses. 
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LIST   OF   PLACES 

At  which  Schools  have  leen  formed,  in  whole  or  in  part,  on  the 
British  System ;  with  the  Number  of  Children,  where  the 
same  has  heen  returned  to  the  Committee, 


School,  where  situate. 

Present. 

Total 
fromthe 
begin- 

Articles supplied  from  the  British 

No.  of 

No.  of 

and  Foreign  School  Society. 

..    ■"■-«."■ 

Boys. 

Girls. 

ning'. 

ABERDEfer  (Girls).., 





Slates,  pencils,  lessons,  marks,  &c 

Aberdeen(Boys) 

— 

— 

Lessons,  slates,  pencils,  badges,  marks. 

Abergavenny 

— 

— 

_ 

<  Slates,     pencils,     lessons,     badges, 
(      marks,  &c. 

Aldborough 

— 



_ 

Lessons,  slates,  badges,  marks,  &c. 

Allonbv     

— 

— 

— 

Alnwick    

Lessons,  slates,  badges,  marks,  &c. 

Arundel     

295 

74 

1069 
800 

Bath 

Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  labels. 

Belfast 

25C 

320 

Bermondsey     

J  Slates,     lessons,     pencils,    badges, 
(     marks,  &c. 

Beverlev 

i.. 



Lessons,  slates,  badges,  marks,  &c. 

Birmingham   

405 

15'36 

Blackheath .. 



Slates,  lessons. 

— 

— 

— 

("Slates,   lessons,  marks,  badges,  la- 
\     bels,  &c. 

282 

202 

650 

5  Slates,  pencils,  lessons,  marks,  la- 
(     bels,  &c. 

Bradford,  Yorkshire    . . 

— 

116 



Slates,  pencils,  lessons,  marks,  badges. 

Braintree 

... 

Lessons,  badges. 

Badges,  lessons,  marks,  slates,  pencils. 

Brecon 





_ 

Bridport   

— 



__ 

Slates,  pencils,  lessons,  marks,  badges. 

Brighton   

Lessdns,  slates,  marks,  badges,  &c. 
Slates,  labels,  lessons,  marks,  &c. 

250 

200 

2500 

Brompton  Pai  k,  near  1 

— 

— 

— 

Lessons,  slates,  marks,  badges,  &c. 

Burlington 



— 



Slates. 

Bury  St.  Edmund's 

176 

— 

506 

Slates,  lessons,  badees,  marks,  &c. 

— 

— 

- 

5  Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  la- 
l      bels,  &c. 

- 

— 

—    1 

Lessons,  badges. 
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School,  where  situate. 


Present. 


Camberwell 

Camborne 

Cambridge 

Canterbury 

Cardiff  ..      .. 

Carlisle 

Charlbury 

Chelmsford 

Chelsea 

Chichester 

Chinkford 

City  Road    . . 

Clewer 

Clowance 

Cockroad  (Boys  &  ~) 
Girls)  / 

Coggeshall 

Colchester 

Coventry 

Crickhowell 

Croydon 

Dean  Street,  Soho 

Deptford 

Derby 

Ditch'ling      . . 

Dorking 

Dover 

Dublin  House  of  In- 
dustry   

Dudley 

Eagle  Street  . . 

Eastbourne  . . 
Ebbw  Vale  . . 
Edinburgh 


No.of 
Boys 


No.of 
Girls. 


Exeter  (Boys  and  Girls) 

Falkland       . . 

Falmouth 

Farnham 

Felton 

Fenny-Stratford  . . 

Firle 

Folkestone 
Glasgow 
Glocester 
Godalmiflg  ..     .. 


179 


153 
60 


60.'; 


231 

12: 

241 

94 


400 
lib 


140 


165 


61 


90 


67 


159 

30 
125 


Total 
fromthe 
begin- 
ning-. 


547 


134 


2066 


918 

226 

1200 

165 


762 


250 


208 


425 


Articles  supplied  from  the  British 
and  Foreign  School  Society. 


Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  Sic. 
Lessons,  marks. 
Lessons,  marks. 

Lessons,  slates,  badges,  marks,  &c. 
Lessons,  marks,  badges. 
Slates,  lessons,  marks,  &c. 
f  Slates,     pencils,     lessous,     badges, 
\      marks,   labels. 
Slates,  pencils,  lessons. 
3  Slates,     pencils,     lessons,     badge;. 
^      marks,   &c. 
Lessons,  slates,  marks,  &c. 
{  Lessons,    slates,     pencils,     badges. 
I      marks,  &c. 

J  Slates,  lessons,  badges,    marks,  la- 
\      bels,  &c. 

Lessons,  slates,  pencils,  &c. 
Slates,  lessors,  marks,  badges,  labc's. 

Lessons,  badges,  marks,  labels. 

Lessons,  slates,  badges,  marks. 
Lessons,  badges. 
Lessons,  slates,  marks,  &c. 
Lessons,  slates,  badges,  marks. 
Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  &c. 
Lessons,  marks,  labels,  &c. 
Lessons,  labels,  marks,  slates. 
Lessons,  slates,  labels,  marks,  &c. 
Lessons,  slates,  marks,  badges. 
Lessons,  slates,  pencils,  badges,  mark;. 
Slates,  lessons. 

Slates. 

Lessons,  badges,  marks,  labels. 

I  Slates,    pencils,     lessons,     badges, 

l      merits,  &c. 
Slates,  lessons,  medals,  &c. 
Slates,  lessons,  labels,  badges,  &c. 
Lessons,  slates,  marks,  badges,  medals. 

( Labels,  I  marks,      badges,     slates, 
,(      lessons,  &c. 
Lessons,  labels,  marks. 
Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  &e. 
Lessons,  slates. 

Lessons,  tables,  badges,  marks,  &e. 
Slates,  medals. 
Lessons. 

Slates,  pencils,  lessons, badges,  medals. 
Lessons,  marks,  badges,  labels. 
Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  &c. 
Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  &e. 
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School,  where  situate. 

Present. 

Total 

Articles  supplied  from  the  British 

tfc.ol 

NUof 

begin- 

and Foreign  School  Society. 

Joys 

5irJs. 

ning-. 

Guildford 



Slates,  lessons,  marks,  badges. 

Hailsham      

— 

— 

— 

Lessons,  badges,  marks,  labels.  ■ 

Halifax          

215 

123 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  marks,  badges. 

Halstead        

— 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  marks,  labels,  &c. 

Handley 

_~ 

— 

— 

.Lessons,  slates. 

— 

— 

— 

Slates. 

Hebburn  Colliery 

- 

— 

— 

\  Slates,  pencils,  lessons,  badges, 
I      marks,  labels,  &c. 

Hertford  (Boys  &  Girls) 

— 

— 



Slates,  lessons,  marks,  badges,  medals. 

Hibernian  Society 

— 

— 

23,000 

Hitchen 

— 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  &c. 

— 

— 

— 

{  Slates,  pencils,  lessons,  badges^ 
(      merits,  &c. 

Homerton 

— 

— 



elates,  lessons,  badges. 

Horncastle 

Hi  8 

90 



Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  &c. 

Horseferry  Road 

— 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  marks,  badges,  label?. 

— 

— 



Slates. 

Ipswich  (Boys  and  Girls} 

186 

— 

666 

("Lessons,  labels,  marks,  slates, 
\     pencils,  badges. 

Islington,   (Boys  and") 
Girls) J 

— 

— 

- 

Slates,  lessons,  medals. 

Kingsland 

185 

110 

36T 

5  Slates,  pencils,  lessons,  badges, 
I      marks,  &c. 

Knutsford     

- 

— 

— 

J  Slates,  pencils,  lessons,  badges, 
\     marks,  labels. 

Lamb's  Buildings 

— 

— 

— 

Lessons,  slates,  labels,  mark^s. 

Leatherhead 



— 

— 

Lessons,  medals. 





— 

Lesions,  marks,  badges,  medals. 

Leighton  Buzzard 

— 

— 

— 

5  Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks, 
\      labels,  &c. 

Lewes 

:   211 

146 

1036 

Lessons,  slates,  merits,  badges. 

Limerick,    average"} 

number   of  both  > 

500 

Sexes  about         J 

, 





— 

Lessons,  slates,  badges,  marks,  &c. 



— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  marks,  badges,  medals. 

Maidstone 

:   15V 

— 

— 

Lessons,  slates,  badges,  pencils,  &c. 

Maidstone  (Depot) 

— 

-r- 

— 

Lessons,  slates,  badges,  pencils,  &c. 

— 



— 

Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  labels. 

Middlesex  School 

— 



— 

Lessons,  slates. 

Minchinhampton 

|  — 



— 

Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks. 

206 



264 

Slates,  lessons,  marks,  badges. 

246 

115 

442 

f Slates,  pencils,  lessons,  badges, 
\     marks,  labels,   &c. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  > 
(Boys  and  Girls)      \ 

Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  labels. 

New  Lanark 

— 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  tables,  marks,  labels. 

Newport,  fsle  of  Wight. 

— 

•  — 

— 

Lessons,  badges,  marks,  slates,  &c. 

Newport,  Monmouth-  ? 

16. 

_ 

Lessons,  slates,  marks,  badges. 

Newport  Pagnell 

— 

— 

— 

Lessons,  slates,  medals,  labels,. 
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Present. 

Total 
From  the 
beffi„- 

Articles  supplied  from  the  British 
and  Foreign  School  Society. 

School,  where  situate. 

No  of 

No.ot 

Soys. 

Girls. 

n  ing-. 

Northampton 

289 

2** 



Lessons,  slates,  pencils,  marks,  &c. 

Norwich         

35? 

— 

484 

Slates,  lessons,  labels,  marks,  &c. 

Oxford 

— 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  marks,  badges. 

Oxford  Street 

— 

— 

— 

Siates. 

Paddington 

_ 



— 

Slates,  badges,  marks,  lessons. 

Peckham   (Boys  and") 
Girls) / 

— 

— 

— 

Lessons,  slates,  marks,  badges. 

Perran  Well         . . 

— 

_ 

— 

lessons,  badges,  marks,  labels. 

Pertenhall,  near  Wol-~> 

Lessons,  marks,  slates. 

verharnpton      ....  J 

Plymouth     .. 

— 

— 

■  — 

>lates,  lessons,  badges,  &c. 

Plymouth  Dock 

— 

— 

— 

Lessons,  slates,  medals,  labels.     * 

Poole 

— 

— 

' — 

Slates,  pencils,  lessons,  mark?,  labels. 

Portsea  (Boys  and  Girls) 

— 

— 

— 

fSiates,     pencils,     lessons,    badges, 
1       marks,  &c. 

Quebec          

200 

— 

— 

Reading 

228 

— 

1344 

Lessons,  slates,  marks,  &c. 

Rochester 

— 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  pencils. 

Rochfnrd       . . 

— 

— 

— 

Lessons,  badges,  marks,  slates. 

Ross  (Boys  and  Girls) 

— 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  marks,  labels,  &c. 

Rotherham 

— 

— 

— 

Lessons,  badges,  marks,  labels. 

Rydc 

— 

— 

— . 

Slates,  pencils,  marks,  badges,  tables. 

Saltash          

— 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  marks,  labels,  badges. 

Scarborough 

— 

— 

— 

Lessons,  marks,  badges. 

Shadwell       

445 

182 

628 

Slates,  pencils,  lessons  marks,  badges. 

Sheffield       

600 

400 

— 

Slates,  tables,  lessons. 

Shefford        

76 

— 

100 

Sherborne 

'  — 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  labels. 

Shields,  North 

— 

— 

— 

Lessons. 

Shrewsbury 

175 

102 

— 

( Slates,     pencils,     lessons,     badges, 
I      marks,   &c. 

Sion  Chapel 

— 

— 

— 

Lessons,  slates. 

Southampton 

— 

— 

— 

5  Slates,     lessons,      pencils,     marks, 
I      badges,  &c. 

Soutbgate 



— 

— 

Lessons,  labels,  slates,  marks,  &c. 

Spital fields  (  Hoys  and  ? 
Girls) S 

— 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  labels,  marks,  &e. 





— 

Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  labels. 

St.  George's 

— 

— 

— 

Slates. 

St.    Giles's    Catholic  ? 
School         . .       . .  i 

— 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  badges,  pencils. 

Sunderland 

245 

176 

— 

Lessons,  marks,  slates,  pencils. 

Sutton  Park 

— 

— 

— 

Lessons,  slates,  pencils. 

Swaffhanj 

— . 

— 

— 

Lessons,  slates,  badges,  marks. 

Swansea        

22P 

— 

— 

Lessons,  badges,  marks. 

Tavistock      

138 

74 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  marks,  labels,  &e. 

Tewkesbury 

112 

81 

564 

Lessons. 

Tottenham  (Boys  and  ? 
Girls) i 

— 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  marks,  badges. 

Tremadoc     

— 

. — 

— 

Lessons,  badges. 

Troy  Town,  Kent 

180 

101 

— 

88 


Present. 

Total 
fromthe 
begin- 

Articles supplied  from  the  British 
and  Foreign  School  Society. 

School,  where  situate. 

No.ofNo.of 

Boys. 

Girls. 

ning-. 

Tvne  Iron  Works 



Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  labels, 

Uske 

— 

— 

— 

Lessons. 

rxbsidse 

— 

— 

— 

Slates,  labels. 

Wakefield 

— 

— 

— 

Lessons,  marks. 

Waterford 

160 

— 

— 

Wellington 

— 

— 

— 

Lessons,  slates,  marks,  &c. 

West  Street,  Seven  Dial? 

— 

— 

— 

Lessons,  slates,  badges,  marks. 

Weymouth 

.  — 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  &c. 

Whitby        

228 

177 

531 

Marks. 

Whittington          . . 

— 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  marks,  labels,  &c. 

Wisbech       

■  — 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  labels,  marks. 

Woburn,  Bedfordshire 

107 

— 

— 

Lessons,  marks,  labels. 

Woburn,  Bucks. 

— 

— 

— 

Slates,  lessons,  badges,  marks,  labels. 

— 

— 

— 

Slates,  medals,  lessons. 

Wyoombe,  H  gh 

200 

120 

444 

Lessons,  slates,  marks,  &c. 

Yarmouth 

— 

_  1 

_ 

Slates. 
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